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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This document is the ‘Duty to Cooperate Statement’ for the Gypsy and Traveller 

Site Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD). This statement sets out 

how the Borough Council has complied with the Duty to Cooperate to produce 

this DPD throughout the process. The duty to cooperate was created in the 

Localism Act 2011, and places a legal duty on the Borough Council, as the 

Local Planning Authority, to engage constructively, actively and on an ongoing 

basis on strategic cross boundary matters with specific bodies.  

1.2 Nuneaton and Bedworth border the following Local Authorities: 

 North Warwickshire Borough Council 

 Rugby Borough Council 

 Coventry City Council 

 Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 

 

2.0 COOPERATION 

2.1 Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council (NBBC) operates within a two-tier 

system with Warwickshire County Council (WCC), who are responsible for 

education, highways, transport planning, minerals, social care, waste disposal, 

libraries and also a County owned and managed Gypsy site within the Borough. 

The Council have therefore worked closely with the County Council in 

developing the DPD.   

2.2 NBBC is a non-constituent member of the West Midlands Combined Authority; 

as well as being part of Coventry and Warwickshire Local Enterprise 

Partnership (CWLEP); Coventry, Warwickshire and Hinckley & Bosworth Joint 

Committee for Economic Growth and Prosperity; Coventry; Warwickshire Chief 

Executives/Managers; Planning and Duty to Cooperate Group and Coventry, 

Solihull and Warwickshire Association of Planning Officers (CSWAPO). This 

involves carrying out combined evidence bases which includes a current update 

joint Strategic Flood Risk Assessment Level 1 and joint Housing and Economic 

Development Needs Assessment (HEDNA and other shared evidence bases. 

All matters including Gypsy and Traveller requirements are also discussed. 
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2.3 Work on the Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations DPD began in 2020 with the 

first stage being the updating of the Gypsy, Traveller, and Travelling 

Showpersons Accommodation Assessment (GTAA). Prior to the 

commissioning of this work, the Borough Council engaged with all adjoining 

Local Planning Authorities in September 2020 (see appendix A attached) to 

ascertain if there was any desire to work together on an update to the GTAA 

and address need collectively. Two of the Authorities did not respond and two 

responded but did not wish to participate in a joint assessment; thus, a GTAA 

covering just Nuneaton and Bedworth was undertaken.  

2.4 As part of the work on the GTAA the engaged consultants approached adjoining 

Authorities in January 2021 with a questionnaire to assist in the production of 

the new assessment. Paragraph 3.9 of the GTAA confirms that “Stakeholders 

included representatives from all of the neighbouring local authorities, who were 

requested to provide information regarding their local situation and provision, 

including issues such as unauthorised encampment activity.” Feedback 

received from neighbouring Authorities is set out in paragraphs 5.22 to and 5.26 

of the GTAA. (See supporting documents; appendices 4, 5 and 6). 

2.5 The Issues and Options version of the Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations 

DPD was approved for public consultation by the Council’s Cabinet on 26th May 

2021. (See supporting document appendix 23).  A public consultation was held 

from the 11th of June 2021 to the 6th of August 2021. All prescribed bodies 

required by the Localism Act 2011 to be engaged with were notified of the 

consultation as well as adjoining local Planning Authorities and WCC. 

Responses received on the Issues and Options version are set out in the 

separate Consultation Statement document. (See supporting documents 

appendices 25 and 26).  The prescribed bodies for Nuneaton and Bedworth are 

as follows: 

 Centro; 

 Civil Aviation Authority; 

 Coventry and Warwickshire Clinical Commissioning Group; 

 Coventry and Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership; 
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 Environment Agency; 

 Greater Birmingham and Solihull Local Enterprise Partnership 

 Highway Authority; 

 Historic England; 

 Homes England; 

 Leicester and Leicestershire Local Enterprise Partnership; 

 National Highways; 

 Natural England; 

 Office of Rail and Road; 

 Transport for West Midlands; and 

 Warwickshire Local Nature Partnership. 

 

2.6 Following the closure of the Issues and Options the Borough Council ran a ‘Call 

for Sites’ between the 17th of September 2021 to the 22nd of October 2021. As 

a result of this combined with the GTAA from 2021, and responses received 

during the Issues and Options consultation, the Borough Council accrued a 

small number of sites which could accommodate additional gypsy and traveller 

pitches. An informal consultation on these sites with key stakeholders (many of 

which are required to be engaged under the Duty to Cooperate) ran in 

November 2021. (See supporting documents appendix 28 for the emails sent 

and the subsequent responses.) (Details are also provided in 5.0 Appendices 

1 of the separate Site Assessments and the Green Belt document (Publication 

consultation draft).(See supporting document appendix 11.) 

2.7 The publication version of the Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations DPD was 

the next stage which was consulted upon between the 28th of January 2022 and 

the 25th of March 2022. This included contacting the adjacent local Planning 

Authorities and WCC as well as the bulleted prescribed bodies in paragraph 

2.5. (See the relevant details in the supporting documents appendices 31 and 

32.)  

2.8 Of the adjoining Local Authorities only North Warwickshire Borough Council 

responded with specific comments and the rest of the neighbouring Local 
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Authorities failed to respond. WCC simply responded to advise they had 

consulted the separate relevant teams and confirmed they had no responses.  

(Responses to the Publication version and NBBC Officer comments are 

documented fully at the end of  the supporting document appendix 35.) 

2.9 Where it was considered that responders comments needed clarifying or where 

responses were not received and needed chasing; this was carried out on an 

individual basis in April 2022. (See supporting document appendix 38).  

 

3.0 CONCLUSION  

3.1 In conclusion, it is considered that NBBC has complied with the duty to 

cooperate with neighbouring Local Authorities and with WCC.  

 

  

 

 



Appendix A – Emails and responses to 
adjacent local authorities about working 
together for a joint Gypsy and Traveller 
Accommodation Assessment. (September 
2020).  
















