For further information see
government booklets:

e Assured and assured
shorthold tenancies
(A guide for tenants).

e My Landlord Wants Me
Out (Protection against
harassment and illegal
eviction).

Or alternatively go to
www.communities.gov.uk

This document is also available in other languages on request:
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Contact:

B Private Sector Housing, Council House, Nuneaton CV11 5AA
(024) 7637 6173

env.housing@nuneatonandbedworth.gov.uk
www.nuneatonandbedworth.gov.uk

Opening Hours: Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 5.00pm

ILLEGAL EVICTION

Information for Tenants

An illegal eviction is a criminal offence and takes place when a landlord makes
you leave your home without following the proper legal process.

- By RIS N Seeam—
k< WTP ‘"h‘* C .

lﬁr.“ -‘h - m r

L]

www.nuneatonandbedworth.gov.uk
(024) 7637 6376

United to Achieve




The Housing Act 1988
(Amended 1996)

The Protection from

Eviction Act 1977

If you are an assured or an
assured shorthold tenant, or you
have a written or verbal tenancy
agreement, your landlord
cannot have you evicted
without a court order. To do so
is a criminal offence. It is also a
criminal offence for the landlord,
or someone acting on the
landlord’s behalf, to try to drive
you from your home.

An illegal eviction is a criminal
offence and takes place when a
landlord makes you leave your
home without following the
proper legal process.

Examples of how a landlord may

try to evict you include:

e (Changing the locks while you
are out

e Threatening you and forcing
you to leave the property

e Physically throwing you out

e Stopping you getting into all
or part of your home

Harassment

This is also a criminal offence
and can be very

frightening and distressing.

Examples of harassment

include:

¢ Turning off essential services
e.g. gas,electricity or water

¢ Restricting you from entering
the property

¢ Entering your home without
your permission while you are
out

¢ Entering your home with a
spare key while you are there

e Abusive phone calls or texts
¢ Phone calls late at night

¢ \/isiting the property at
unsociable times

A person who is convicted

by magistrates for any of

these offences under the
forementioned Acts may have to
pay a maximum fine of £5,000,
or be sent to prison for six
months, or both. If the case

is referred to the Crown Court,
the punishment can be prison
for two years, or a fine, or both.



