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Get ready
(At least 4 months)

• Setting the timetable

• Formally beginning 
   the process

Submit &
examination
(5 months)

Adoption
(1 month)

Prepare plan
(Months 1-23)

• Gateways 1-3

• Preparing and 
   consulting on the
   Plan

Regulation 4: Form and 
content of timetable

Regulation 19: Notice of
intention to commence 

Regulation 20: Scoping 
consultation

Key milestone

Consultation

Regulation 34: Submission

Regulation 35: 
Independent examination

Regulation 37: Publication 
of the recommendations

Regulation 39: Adoption

Regulation 21: Gateway 1

Regulation 22: Summary of 
scoping consultation

Regulation 23: Consultation  
on proposed content and 
evidence

Regulation 24: Summary
of consultation

Regulation 25: Map of 
proposed policies

Regulation 26: Gateway 2

Regulation 27:  Consultation 
on the proposed local plan

Regulation 28: Conformity 
with spatial development 
strategy (SDS)

Regulation 30: Publication of 
summary of consultation

Regulations 31-33: 
Gateway 3

Set out timetable, including main consultation
stages, gateway stages, submission & adoption.

Prepare and make available a notice
confirming local plan preparation is starting.

Invite views on what the plan should contain and 
how stakeholders should be engaged.

Set out timetable, including main consultation
stages, gateway stages, submission & adoption.

Prepare and make available a notice
confirming local plan preparation is starting.

Invite views on what the plan should contain and 
how stakeholders should be engaged.

Make the adopted plan and adoption statement 
available and notify stakeholders.

Publish a self-assessment summary of readiness
for local plan preparation after 4 months notice
has expired. 

Publish a summary of the scoping consultation.

Consult on proposed content and supporting 
evidence. Specific notification, consultation and 
plan content requirements set out. 

Publish a summary of consultation responses 
from Reg 23. 

Prepare a map showing the geographical 
application of proposed local plan policies. 

Seek observations on progress towards a plan 
which could be found sound and publish advice. 

Publish and consult on the proposed submission 
documents.  

Where there is an SDS, invite representations on 
the proposed local plan as part of Reg 27 and if
it is in ‘general conformity’.

Prepare a summary of the consultation under 
Regulation 27 and make this available.

Seek observations and advice on whether plan 
making requirements are met and make available 
the advice received. If necessary, repeat Gateway 
3.  

30-month local plan process summary
A summary of some of the key regulations for the new local plan 
process. Full list of regulations here: The Town and Country
Planning(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/186/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/186/contents/made


1 Get ready/ 
Prepare plan

Regulation 4: Form and 
content of local plan
timetable

Regulation 13: Form and 
content of supplementary 
plan

Regulation 16: Matters to 
which regard is to be had 

Regulation 29:
Supplementary plans
statement

Regulation 68: Notice of 
intention to commence 

Regulation 69: Map of 
proposed policies

Include the supplementary plan timetable in the 
local plan timetable.

Prepare supplementary plans in the required form 
and content, including identifying any superseded 
policies in the development plan. 

Have regard to consultation responses,
national policy and guidance, local transport
authority policies and the national waste
management plan. Address objectives for
preventing major accidents, limiting impacts on 
human health and the environment, and consider 
specific long term needs.

Prepare a supplementary plans statement
alongside the local plan.

Prepare and make available a notice confirming 
supplementary plan preparation is starting.

Prepare a policies map (unless covered by 
exemptions) and provide text descriptions for
authoritywide policies.
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Consult

Submit & 
Examination

Regulation 70: Consultation 

Regulation 71: Conformity 
with spatial development 
strategy (SDS)

Regulation 72: Submission   

Regulation 73: 
Independent examination

Regulation 74: Publication 
of the recommendations

Publish a consultation notice and submission 
documents. Notify stakeholders and invite 
representations within a minimum six-week 
consultation period (specific requirements apply
to the Mayor of London).

Where there is an SDS, invite representations
on the proposed supplementary plan and if it
is in ‘general conformity’.

Submit all examination documents including
the policies map, compliance statement
(including justification that 2+ sites are ‘nearby’
to each other), consultation statement, copies
of any representations on conformity and other 
supporting documents. Make documents
available and notify stakeholders.  

Publicise the examination and hearings.

Publicise the examiner’s recommendations,
make them available and notify stakeholders.

4 Adoption
Regulation 76: Adoption  

Make the adopted supplementary plan and 
adoption statement available and notify
stakeholders. 

Key milestone

Consultation

Supplementary plan process summary
A summary of some of the key regulations for authorities
preparing a supplementary plan alongside their new local plan. 
Full list of regulations here: The Town and Country Planning
(Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2026

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/186/contents/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2026/186/contents/made

