
Job Done?
Learn how to  
make the most  
of your paint

Re
f:

Pa
in

t -
 0

1
 -

 D
ec

 -
2

01
4

Learn how to minimise, 
reuse and dispose of your 
paint in a cost effective and 
environmentally friendly way.



In order to prevent harm to the environment, never pour 
paint down the drain. Get the most out of your paint and 
help the environment by following the advice below.

Reduce waste paint
Only buy as much paint as you 
need. You can use an on-line paint 
calculator to work out how many litres 
you need, visit goo.gl/9T3Nb

Keep your paint in 
tip top condition
Protect the paint from frost and 
extreme temperatures as these 
can damage the paint.

To stop your paint from drying out 
- ensure the lid is on securely and 
tightly; tip the container upside down 
for a few seconds (this will help 
stop a skin forming on the paint).

Store the paint containers 
in an upright position.

Reuse waste paint
You can donate unwanted paints 
and varnishes through free local 
online reuse networks such 
as Freegle, and Freecycle at 
freegle.org.uk or freecycle.org

Empty metal paint cans 
(including empty spray cans) 
These can be taken to any of 
Warwickshire’s Household Waste 
Recycling Centres and be placed 
in the ‘scrap metal’ container for 
recycling. Empty plastic pots/tubs can 
be disposed of in your general waste 
black/grey wheeled bin at home.

For more information visit 'paint' 
warwickshire.gov.uk/azrecycling

paint



Emulsion Paint Disposal (water-based)
Part used tins of water-based paint can be disposed of  
in your general rubbish bin, but only if it is fully dried out.  
This is because of restrictions on the disposal of liquids.

To dry your left over water-based paint.

Paint disposal
Solvent based paint needs to be disposed of in the 
correct manner to prevent harm to the environment.

Princes Drive, Lower House Farm and Stockton household 
recycling centres are the only centres in Warwickshire 
that accept paint. The amount accepted and acceptance 
times are strictly regulated. Note: your visit must be 
pre-booked via a completed application form.

For more information ask the staff at your local recycling 
centre or visit warwickshire.gov.uk/chemicalwaste.

1.  First add some 
sawdust, paint 
hardner, cat 
litter or soil 
to the paint

2.  Stir either the 
sawdust, paint 
hardener, cat 
litter or soil 
into paint

3.  Leave to dry in 
a well ventlated 
area, away 
from children 
and animals 
(this may take 
several weeks)

4.  Put the lid 
back on and 
dispose of it in 
your general 
waste black/
grey wheeled 
bin at home

Note: This should not be done with solvent/oil based paint (those that 
you need to clean brushes with white spirit/turpentine/solvent based 
brush cleaner), lead based paint, or any other liquid chemicals.



Keep up to date on social media!

Follow us on Twitter @recycle4warks

Visit us on FaceBook – facebook.com/recycleforwarwickshire

Contact us
Your feedback is important to us. Please complete a comment 
card at one of our recycling centres or email us.

Telephone us on: 01926 412593 

Email us at: waste@warwickshire.gov.uk

If it would help you, this publication can be 
provided in another language, in Braille, large 
print, as an audio recording or it could be read 

to you over the phone or face to face.

Please contact us on Tel: 01926 412395 
Email: format@warwickshire.gov.uk


