
Supplementary information for the combined Hawkesbury Village Residents association objection to 

the inclusion of Hawkesbury Village within the borough plan. 

 

Areas for objection: 

• Inclusion of Hawkesbury under the radar with a very limited time to consult and see plans. 

• Inaccurate and potentially misleading information in the Statement of Common Ground 

between Terra Strategic and Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council. 

• Removal of Green Belt status 

• No improvements or planned improvements to the area since the previous applications 

were refused 

• Transport survey not complete 

In addition 

We believe that the council have been dictated to by prospective developers who prefer to build on 

green belt and have been persuaded to include at the last minute this development not for reasons 

that benefit the area, the community or provide a good opportunity for development but because 

the developer having invested significant resources into the planning has made it almost impossible 

to say no and the council have not raised an objection. On this basis we believe the borough plan is 

not therefore legal and at best fundamentally flawed. 

Please note this has been approved by and agreed by, as a fair statement by Craig Tracey MP ( 12th 

October 2018). 

It is our understanding from the planning department at Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough council 

that should the Borough Plan be approved then the current Green Belt status of the area would be 

changed and they would immediately expect to pass the pending planning application and would 

expect to receive almost immediately a further application for the development of a further circa 

400 houses.  

Specific challenges to the Statement of Common Ground produced By Tetlow King Planning who 

have been actively promoting the area to the council for 6 years and more. 

 

The area of Hawkesbury has grown from 199 houses prior to 2000 to more than 750 currently. There 

have been 2 prior planning applications to develop the area both of which were refused at a local 

level. The appeal was rejected by the Secretary of State in line with The Green Belt status. 

 As local residents we have objected to these plans for the following reasons and none of these 

conditions have changed nor has anything been done or planned to be done to mitigate the local 

pressures. 

The site very close to the Coventry border and whilst this does not affect the local plan it does have a 

significant impact on the local community. There is a new residential development outside the 



borough but less than a mile from the centre of the development whose residents will need to flow 

through the village area. 

Green Belt  - We are aware of the reasons for protecting the greenbelt and have to acknowledge 

that the area in consideration was deemed as not quite “green” enough which is the poor 

justification for re classifying the area in order to green light already submitted planning 

applications.  In the document of common ground included is local information about the resources 

and services available that justify the further development of the area. 

Points: 

They do not mention that the area already supports 750 households. 

Bus stop within the desired walking distance – this bus runs once per hour and does not provide a 

service to local schools, city or town centres. In order to be able to use a bus service that would 

connect to areas of employment or education would mean travel to the top of Black Horse Road 

more than 1000m walking. The shuttle bus to the available infant school stopped more than 4 years 

ago. 

 

Local schools – due to the proximity of the development to the border with Coventry the schools 

again identified in the reasonable walking distance are not within the local authority catchment and 

therefore unavailable for local children to attend. 

The catchment schools for residents in Hawkesbury are outside  the desired maximum walking 

distance and our survey supports the fact all local children are driven to school as it is “too far to 

walk”. In addition because the closest schools are outside the borough there can be no funding for 

additional places that could be agreed. 

Access – there are two access roads to the development – one via a traffic light signal at the top of 

Blackhorse Road and the other over a single lane weight limited single track bridge which means that 

heavy vehicles and Lorries must use Blackhorse Road. 

 

Additionally in the past couple of years 5 new industrial units have been built at the top of Black 

Horse Road,  a church has been converted into a day nursery and 120 new houses are being 

constructed the other side of the single track bridge which put further pressure on the already 

stretched access road system. 

 

Furthermore due to the uniqueness of the area, the lack of public transport and the distance 

required to travel on foot to access schools the significant majority of households have 2 or more 

cars. You cannot catch a bus to work, it is too far for children to walk to school therefore everyone 

drives and make multiple journeys. 

 



There is nothing in the local plan that eases the pressure on the road system. 

 

We also feel that the underhand way the area in the local plan has not given sufficient time for 

either the planning inspector to understand the local area or for the local residents to be able to 

engage effectively. Every other area have had more than a year. 

Hawkesbury Village – survey results. 

As a local community we have published and collated a very simple short survey asking whether 

local residents are objecting to the inclusion of Hawkesbury into the Borough plan, why and whether 

they have further comments. At almost 100 replies the overwhelming message in 100% of the 

respondents was due to the issue of transport and congestion. This survey further supports our 

claim that the vast majority 85% of households have 2 or more cars and is directly due to the area 

we live in and the lack of public transport / access to. 

Everyone surveyed drives their children to school without exception as the schools are too far away. 

90% of respondents worked more than 5 miles away and travelled (by car) every day – 3% were 

retired but still needed cars to maintain independence. 

 

 

Further individual comments are included on a separate sheet however the theme is absolutely the 

same. No one is questioning a need for new housing in the Borough, nor as a group are we objecting 

to the use of any brownfield land. However there is no practical solution to the traffic problems and 

more houses being built on what is green belt is not acceptable. 

 

 

Hawkesbury village 02.12.18. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


