
c) Councillor Kyle Evans asked the following question: 

The Council really  is  in  a  mess  with  the  Borough  Plan  fiasco,  particularly the Council’s plans to 

adopt the proposed new transport access route onto the  Bedworth  Woodlands, which  has  been  

put  together by Vectos.  This access  route  would  cause  absolute  chaos  for  my  residents  on  the 

Woodlands, and would most likely create significant highway issues.  This Council  has  gone  against  

its  own  evidence  base;  the ECUS  Heritage Assessment  clearly  stated  that  the  ridge  and  furrow  

should be retained,  and the Government Inspector emphasised that in his findings. In addition to  

this,  questions  were  raised  at  the recent  Hearings  in  front  of  the Government Inspector 

regarding  the  costing,  with Arbury Estates stating they would not contribute anything towards this 

project. The Labour group have made themselves look absolutely desperate by going ahead with all 

this. We all know that the Woodlands floods every year, we know this new transport access would  

cause  mayhem, and  more  importantly  you  (the Labour  group) know full well that the residents  

are  against  it.  So my question  to  the  Portfolio  Holder is this, could he tell me why the Labour 

group still insists on including HSG4 within the Borough Plan?  

Councillor Neil Phillips, Portfolio Holder for Planning and Development responded as follows:  

The Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Local Plan was submitted to the Planning Inspectorate in June 

2017 and since that time has been under the examination of the Planning Inspector Mr David 

Spencer. The inspector has not said we can’t put this in although to be fair the ridge and furrow and 

access point is a concern to me as it is to me as it is to the people of the Woodlands.  I think one of 

the concept plans for one half of the woodlands is that the ridge and furrow is protected however on 

the other side of the new concept there might be an issue with the road going through the ridge and 

furrow. The inspector needs to know those things, he needs to be reminded.  He might have talked 

about his ridge and furrow in the main modifications; he’ll need to know again.  Remind him as it’s 

him you have to speak to.  

As a result of the Public Hearings in August/September2017 and February/March 2018 and direction 

from the Inspector Main Modifications to the Plan are required.  

All of the Main Modifications are subject to a period of public consultation lasting 8 weeks. The 

Inspector at this time has not suggested that any of the allocations should be withdrawn from the 

Plan and the public should make their views known on the modifications during this period of public 

consultation.   

All of the responses to the Main Modifications received during this period are sent directly to the 

Planning Inspector for his consideration. The Inspector then considers them before submitting a 

report on the Plan to the Council for their consideration. 


