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1. Introduction 

This hearing statement has been prepared by Amec Foster Wheeler in response to Issues 

and Questions raised by the Inspector under Matter 7 of the Stage Two Hearings into the 

examination of the Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Plan. 

The statement is submitted on behalf of Warwickshire County Council Property Services 

who have several land interests in the Borough, including land west of Higham Lane which 

forms part of the ‘North of Nuneaton’ strategic housing allocation under Policy HSG1. 

Submissions have been made at previous consultations on the draft Local Plan and these 

representations should be viewed in the context of these previous comments and 

submissions. 
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2. Response to the Inspector’s Issues and Questions 

This section of this Hearing Statement sets out our response to Questions raised by the 

Inspector under Matter 7 – Housing Policies, including Gypsy & Traveller Provision, and 

specifically Issue 1: Policies H1 & H2 Housing Mix & Affordable Housing. 

2.1 Issue 1: Policies H1 & H2 Housing Mix & Affordable Housing 

Q7.1) Is Policy H1 justified, effective and consistent with national policy? (NPPF 

paragraph 50). Does the Plan contain appropriate policy content for homes for older 

people and self-build and custom housebuilding? What is the evidence of need / 

demand for these types of housing in the Borough? Should specific sites be allocated 

for particular forms of housing or specific provision incorporated within larger 

residential allocations? 

Is Policy H1 justified, effective and consistent with national policy? (NPPF paragraph 

50). 

As worded we do not consider Policy H1 to be effective and consistent with national policy.  

The policy is not sufficiently flexible to ensure that an alternative mix could be agreed with 

the Council taking into account site specific factors, including its location and constraints 

(e.g. environmental and /or physical), which may negatively impact on development viability 

(where demonstrated through submission of viability appraisal).   

As there is no certainty as to how often the SHMA will be updated, its content might become 

out of date and therefore the policy should also offer the flexibility for an alternative mix to 

be considered based on more up to date market data. 

Q7.5) Is Policy H2 up-to-date with regards to Starter Homes? Is the Policy and 

supporting text sufficiently flexible on affordable housing models given potential 

changes in national policy? 

No, Policy H2 is not up-to-date with regards to Starter Homes.   

The Government is soon to introduce a number of key policy changes to the National 

Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) aimed at reinforcing its commitment to speed up the 

delivery of new housing; changes which might include a new definition of what can count as 

‘affordable housing’ including Starter Homes.  However, until such time as new national 
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policy (and/or legislation) is introduced we do not believe that there is a need for any specific 

to Starter Homes under Policy H2.  Instead the supporting text should acknowledge that 

until a new definition of affordable housing is confirmed, the existing definition and the role 

of Starter Homes should be kept under review. 
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