
Matter 7 – Housing Policies, including Gypsy & Traveller 

Provision  
Issue 1: Policies H1 & H2 Housing Mix & Affordable Housing  
Q7.1) Is Policy H1 justified, effective and consistent with national policy? (NPPF 

paragraph 50). Does the Plan contain appropriate policy content for homes for older 
people and self-build and custom housebuilding? What is the evidence of need / 

demand for these types of housing in the Borough? Should specific sites be allocated 
for particular forms of housing or specific provision incorporated within larger 

residential allocations?  
 
With the ageing population, it is essential that there is adequate, appropriate housing 
for the population as they get older and may quite possibly have mobility problems. 

The relative lack of bungalows on the new builds is very noticeable. If people want to 
downsize and release their larger family homes, there must be suitable housing for 

them. The policy mentions ' where a local need can be demonstrated'. The speed at 
which bungalows are 'snapped up' when they come onto the market is evidence that 
there is a need already. 
 
Q7.2) What is the evidence in relation to the need for affordable housing? What does 
this show and will the thresholds/proportions in Policy H2 meet that need? Have 

alternative thresholds been considered and assessed?  
 
In a previous stage of the Borough Plan there were figures suggesting that approx 
48% of people in housing need were unable to afford the market rents. Surely, 

therefore, the amount of social, affordable housing needs to be higher than that being 
currently provided? 
 
Q7.8) Is it justified and in accordance with national policy to leave pitch allocations to 
a separate Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations Plan Document? Please explain. Should 
Policy H3 provide spatial direction to guide the allocations in the separate Plan 

document?  
 
I believe that the allocation should be carried out at the same time as the housing and 

employment allocations. Nuneaton and Bedworth is only a small Borough, approx 30 
sq. miles and relatively densely populated. With all the criteria necessary for a Gypsy 
and Traveller site, it will be impossible to find any locations if it is not done 

simultaneously. There are no potential sites even suggested in the Plan. 
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