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NUNEATON & BEDWORTH LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION 
 

MATTER 6 PART 2 – BEDWORTH 

Issue 3a HSG4 Bedworth Woodlands 

 

HSG4 Bedworth Woodlands is probably the most interesting and valuable landscape in 
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough outside Arbury Hall and its landscaped parkland and 
woodlands.  

 

1. Bedworth Woodlands – key features 

Bedworth Woodlands: 

1. has the highest score for biodiversity value of any location in N & B proposed for 
development (see NBBC hearing document F8.2, section on HSG4 following HSG3) 

2. meets the criteria for Green Belt designation 

3. was in the Proposed Green Belt from 1960 to the mid-1970s and through several 
cycles of Local Plans had Green Belt policy applied to it as an interim or de facto policy 

4. is the very last area of the originally published West Midlands Green Belt where its 
status remains ‘interim’ pending decisions on allocations for other land-uses  

5. has serious constraints of access, flood risk, ground conditions, heritage and 
biodiversity which have made the location difficult, unattractive or unviable to develop 
in past decades 

6. is not suitably located for access to services, facilities and employment (notably by 
being separated from the town of Bedworth by the A444 dual-carriageway Bedworth 
Bypass) 
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2. The case for Green Belt status for Bedworth Woodlands 

CPRE Warwickshire appeared at the Public Inquiry in 2003 for the previous Local Plan 
adopted in 2006). Our proofs of evidence to that Inquiry set out the value of the Woodlands 
(evidence of Judy Vero) and the planning history and case for Green Belt status (evidence of 
Mark Sullivan). These proofs are largely as valid today. 

Attached are 

• Nuneaton & Bedworth Local Plan Inquiry, CPRE Proof of evidence by M A Sullivan 
on Bedworth Woodlands, June 2003, ref 2/304 

• Nuneaton & Bedworth Local Plan Inquiry, CPRE Proof of evidence by Judy Vero on 
Bedworth Woodlands, June 2003, ref O/144/0035/Env.1 

 These are attached instead of reproducing their content in this statement. 

The planning history of Bedworth Woodlands supports the case for Green Belt status today. 
The following documents or extracts are attached: 

• ‘Planning History of Green Belt in Nuneaton and Bedworth District’ – NBBC 
document for 2003 Local Plan Inquiry – discusses Green Belt policy being applied to 
the Woodlands 

• ‘Green Belts – Conflict Mediation in the Urban Fringe’ by Martin Elson, Heinemann 
for the RTPI, 1986 – Extract: pages 40, 41, 64, 87 including Figs 2.3 and 4.3. The 
‘Interim Green Belt’ (1974) and the ‘Policy Boxes’ (1982) are both explained in relation 
to the West Midland Green Belt, and the Nuneaton & Bedworth area in particular as 
example 

• Green Belt Local (Subject) Plan for Warwickshire, Warwickshire CC, adopted 1982 – 
Extract covering Policy 2, para 3.4-3.6, on ‘Policy Boxes’ and the application of Green 
Belt policies to the land so designated until future boundaries of development are 
determined by later Local Plans; plus extract from Proposals Map (black-and-white 
reproduction) 

• Bedworth Local Plan 1989 – Extract covering Bedworth Woodlands (para 64.0-66.1) 
and extract from Proposals Map. See paras 65.1 and 65.2 for details of changed status 
over time (from Interim Green Belt to Area of Restraint) and continued application of 
Green Belt policy. 

Other evidence has been submitted by the Woodlands Action Group covering the more recent 
period when N&BBC policy was to return the Woodlands area to the Green Belt. This was the 
Borough Council’s policy from 2003 until 2016.  

The following document is attached:  

• The Preferred Options Proposals Map for the present Local Plan (2013) showing the 
Woodlands area as ‘Green Belt Extension’. 
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3. Inspector’s Questions site-specific to HSG4 Bedworth Woodlands 

Questions 6.36 to 6.39 are about specific features of Bedworth Woodlands.  

 

Q6.36 – Location and sustainability: The Woodlands is not sustainably located in terms of 
connecting to services, facilities and employment. It is separated from the town of Bedworth 
(which has rail and bus services) by the fast dual carriageway A444 bypass. Bedworth Heath 
to the south has limited facilities, no employments, and is largely car-dependent now.  

There are no viable or deliverable proposals for road access to the Woodlands. Access from 
Newtown Road, Bedworth, would be highly indirect even if north-facing slip roads from the 
A444 could be built. A roundabout at Sutherland Drive on the A444 would slow and delay 
traffic and would be some way away from the allocation; it would give no access to the 
proposals in the Local Plan for 680-690 houses because it would be outside the allocation 
boundary and require land from another ownership. 

The STA is faulty because it refers to an earlier Submission Draft Plan which proposed over 
1200 dwellings. The present Local Plan proposal post-dates the STA. See the Woodlands 
Action Group statement for more details on this. 

 

Q6.37 – Impact on wildlife sites: The Woodlands has more wildlife sites than any other 
proposed allocation. The Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council Ecology and Geodiversity 
Assessment (Doc F8.2) at pages 57 to 75 |(in browser) demonstrate the high value of the 
wildlife of the LWS, wet areas and other features found in the Woodlands. 

See the Woodlands Action Group statement and the documentation submitted with it, for more 
detail. 

 

Q6.38 - Flood risk: Parts of the Woodlands area floods in wet winters. The watercourses 
cannot take heavy rain and the drainage is poor. See the Environment Agency report and related 
advice, and the Woodlands Action Group’s comments in their statement. 

 

Q6.39  Effect of past mining: The extensive coal-mining in the Bedworth area    the past has 
produced unstable land and the site is not suitable for major housing development. See Alan 
Cook’s findings at the time of the 1998 Appeal on Bedworth Woodlands – originally provide 
to the Woodlands Action Group. 
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4. Conclusion on Bedworth Woodlands HSG4 

There is strong justification for deleting HSG4. It is a poor and unsuitable location for housing. 
Access would be difficult and there are no viable proposals for it. The number of houses would 
be too low to fund major infrastructure needs. Development here would be poorly rated to the 
town and not have good access to facilities and services. The land has high biodiversity value. 
Parts flood in wet winters. The ground conditions mean that building could be costly, making 
it unviable. 

By contrast, as countryside, Bedworth Woodlands has good local amenity value. It has a well- 
preserved and extensive ridge-and-furrow field pattern (a historic landscape). It meets the tests 
for including land in the Green Belt. It has working farms, one of which would lose its 
livelihood would be lost if HSG4 were to be included in the Plan. It is the one part of the setting 
of the town of Bedworth which is attractive countryside. For many years it was the Council’s 
policy to return the Woodlands to the Green belt. The planning history shows that it was 
originally proposed and treated as Green Belt. 

HSG4 should be deleted from the Local Plan. The Green Belt boundary should be altered to 
include all parts of Bedworth Woodland which are not already developed or have a planning 
permission. 


