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Matter 5  Employment Allocations  
Issue 8 - EMP7 Bowling Green Lane   
 
 
Refers to Q5.38  Are there exceptional circumstances to alter the Green Belt boundary at this location?  
 
I consider there are no circumstances which outweigh the value which this area of land, together with the EMP2 
site, provides in forming a continuous swathe of Green Belt separating Bedworth from Coventry. If either or both of 
these areas were developed it would inexorably lead to the eventual total disappearance of this Green Belt and the 
consequent merging of the two built-up areas. Assurances to the contrary, that the remaining green belt would be 
permanently protected, are eerily reminiscent of the assurances we were given in 1992 when the area south of 
EMP2 was allocated for development. In the light of the current proposals, what are those assurances worth now ? 
And what faith can we have in the current assurances ? 
 
 
Refers to Q5.39  How would the site be accessed from the highway network and have the traffic impacts on the 
local network been modelled/considered as part of the Strategic Transport Assessment work? 
 
It can be assumed that a significant proportion of the traffic entering and leaving this site would be HGVs and other 
vehicles travelling via M6 Junction 3.  The obvious route for this would be via B4113 Coventry Rd/School Lane. A 
longer alternative would be  via A444/Winding House Lane/St Giles Road/Church Lane, but this could be very 
attractive when the more obvious route is congested. These two options would also have to be used by local non-
M6 traffic visiting the site, with the additional option of Bowling Green Lane (past Goodyers End School). None of 
these three routes are suitable for such traffic, and all three suffer congestion at various times of the day. 
 
Concentrating on the obvious route along Coventry Road, I think it is fair to say that this road has been 
disgracefully neglected for years. Improvements have been desperately needed, particularly for northbound 
vehicles on the stretch from the M6 overpass to Bayton Road. This starts with two northbound lanes, reduces to 
one, increases to two again at the approach to Blackhorse Road, then reduces to one lane again before increasing 
to two at the Bayton Road junction. The result has been frequent heavy congestion, especially but not exclusively, 
at peak times. Much of the traffic turns right into Bayton Road and could do so without mixing with traffic continuing 
straight ahead, if only there were two continuous lanes heading north. 
 
The worst aspect of this is that it should not be necessary. It should have been possible to widen the road 
sufficiently to provide two lanes in each direction throughout this stretch, particularly as the properties on the 
eastern side have very wide frontages, so land could have been obtained (see photos 1 and 2 below). Now, 
belatedly, two improvements are proposed as part of the Strategic Traffic Assessment (document Z6.1,  refs 22 
and 26), but it appears these will only provide two lanes southbound for part of this stretch, up to the Blackhorse 
Road junction. South of this it would have been very easy to widen the road because it bordered the disused 
Blackhorse Inn public house, which had a wide frontage and was eventually demolished.  Now, amazingly, the 
council has allowed a scaffolding company to erect a new warehouse building on this site, right up to the road (see 
photo 3 below), thereby precluding any easy widening of the road. 
 
So it appears that the existing problems are not going to be solved, and are going to be greatly added to if EMP7 is 
developed, especially if the HSG6 housing allocation in School Lane is also allowed. And because the 
improvements mentioned above, and the proposal for a roundabout at the School Lane/Bowling Green Lane 
junction, are not scheduled until 2031, the problems would get much worse in the near future. 
 
If the EMP7 site were to be developed, and also if HSG6 were allowed, the improvement at Coventry Road/School 
Lane/Bayton Road junction (ref 22) would need to include three northbound lanes in order to provide a dedicated 
left-turn lane for traffic entering School Lane, in addition to the traffic travelling straight on or turning right into 
Bayton Road. 
 
To summarise, access is totally unsuitable for the EMP7 site to be developed. 
 
 
Refers to Q5.40  Does access to the site give rise to issues of air quality or severe impacts on highway safety for 
those accessing local schools? 
 
It is only necessary to witness the volume of both vehicular and pedestrian traffic along Bowling Green Lane, 
School Lane, Church Lane and Vicarage Lane from Goodyers End School and Ash Green School twice a day to be 
very worried about the potential effect of development here. It is normal to see large groups of schoolchildren 
crossing the road at the very junction where access to this site would be situated. 



Refers to Q5.43  Is there a recognised / recorded biodiversity value at the site? Does the site form part of an 
ecological network or contain priority habitats and/or species populations which are linked to national and/or local 
biodiversity targets? 
 
The document F8.3  'Ecology and Geodiversity Assessment (EGA) Employment Sites (2016)' contains the 
'Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council Ecology and Geodiversity Assessment (EGA) Borough Plan Publication 
Version' for EMP7 BOWLING GREEN LANE, published September 2016. 
This states on page 11 that “There are no protected and/or important species recorded within the proposed 
boundary”. 
 
I have been informed by a local resident, who is a reliable witness, that approximately two years ago she witnessed 
between 20 and 30 bats roosting in one of the barns at the south-east corner of the site. I therefore consider it 
important that a proper up-to-date survey is conducted. 
 
 
 
 



              Photo 1 
 

            Photo 2 



 
       Photo 3 
 


