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14 February 2018 

 
Dear Alan, 
 
NUNEATON AND BEDWORTH BOROUGH COUNCIL STRATEGIC TRANSPORT 
ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION 
 

Thank you for forwarding me the revised model results dated January 2018 in support 
of the NBBC Strategic Transport Assessment (STA).  An update to the 2031 network 
model has been provided with further revision of the 2031 Borough Plan Impact 
Assessment dated 6 February 2018 (VM175145.TN001).  It is also understood that the 
latest model re-runs adopt the same methodologies as the previous STA assessment 
assessed by Highways England in 2016.  The comments in this letter are made 
following a review of this new information. 
 
Highways England is responsible for the operation and maintenance of the Strategic 
Road Network (SRN) in England. The network includes all major motorways and trunk 
roads. The SRN in the vicinity of the NBBC STA comprises the A5 trunk road together 
with the M6 motorway. 
 
It is understood that Warwickshire County Council have reviewed the S-Paramics traffic 
model produced by Vectos Microsimulation Ltd (VM) which was used to produce the 
current results and that while the model report (LMVR) is not yet finalised the model 
itself is considered generally acceptable by WCC. 
 
Comments on the revised model results 
 
The purpose of the assessment produced by VM is to provide a comparison of the end 
of Borough Plan impacts as highlighted in the new models, and the impacts published 
in the Strategic Transport Assessment (STA), which made use of the previous version 
of these models. 
 
Four scenarios have now been tested and these are listed below. 
Scenario 1: 2031 Reference 
Scenario 2: 2031 Local Plan DS 
Scenario 3: 2031 Reference (STA) 
Scenario 4: 2031 Local Plan DS (STA) 
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The current set of results are provided for all 4 scenarios. Network plots are provided 
showing the change between the Reference and with Local Plan growth situations, for 
both the original situation (scenario 1 and 2) and STA situation (scenarios 3 and 4). 
The plots present results in terms of the change in average maximum queue at 
selected junctions, and percentage change in mean delay. 
 
The majority of results are reported as relative or proportional values showing the 
change from reference case to Local Plan scenario. While this is generally accepted it 
is noted that this will not differentiate between a junction where an existing problem is 
exacerbated and a location where an existing layout operates well but the development 
proposals take the junction or route over capacity. 
 
The network plots provide an overview of network operation but no information specific 
to the operation of the Strategic Road Network. The junction queues and route delays 
have been inspected for SRN routes and we note the following matters. 
 
SRN results – queues  
 
The average maximum queue results are presented for the 3-hour model periods 
07:00-10:00 and 16:00-19:00. It is noted that the maximum queue may be significantly 
higher than the 3-hour average shown by the plots but the results as presented give a 
reasonable overview of the impacts. 
 
The queue results were previously presented for 3 SRN junctions: the 2 junctions 
where the A47 crosses the A5 north of Nuneaton (The Longshoot and Dodwells 
junctions), and M6 Junction 3 (A444).  The STA queue results are presented for M6 
Junction 2 as well as for Junction 3, but at the A5 one of the A47 junctions is no longer 
reported.  The junctions of the A5 with the A444 and Higham Lane / Nuneaton Lane are 
now included which is welcomed. 
 
The STA results provided for the A5/A47 (Longshoot) traffic signal junction now 
demonstrates increases in queues occurring on the A5 West (EB) approach; this is 
caused by blocking back from the A5/Dodwells roundabout.  Paragraph 44 of the note 
surmises that this issue could be improved within the model to further optimise the 
Road Investment Strategy (RIS1) funded A5 dualling between the two junctions.  Whilst 
this is broadly accepted as a valid conclusion we would welcome further discussions 
with the highway authority (WCC) and NBBC on these results and to further optimise 
the identified A5 dualling scheme.  It is therefore recognised that further improvements 
at the end of Plan may be necessary to deliver the planned levels of growth based on 
the information presented. 
 
In the morning peak, the STA scenarios show a smaller impact than the previous 
results, with an increase in queuing of between 10 and 25 vehicles per junction when 
compared to the STA reference case.  In the evening peak neither junction of the A5 
with the A47 is presented (both were presented previously). This information should be 
provided in any future iterations of the STA.  M6 junction 3 shows a greater increase in 
queueing (25-50 vehicles) compared to the STA reference case. 
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From the information provided at this stage it appears that some locations experience a 
greater increase in queuing while others experience a reduction. The increases in 
queueing at SRN locations are limited.  
 
SRN results – delay   
 
The change in delay is presented for the peak hours (07:00-10:00 and 17:00-18:00). 
The only SRN network where delays are reported is the A5, however the delays are 
also shown for the A444 where it crosses M6 Junction 3.  
 
In the morning peak the previous results showed some increases to delays on sections 
of the A5 corridor, specifically eastbound towards the A5/A47 junction. In the STA 
scenarios the delay is similar with and without the Local Plan traffic (within ±15%). It is 
noted that the presentation format does not provide any information regarding absolute 
delays, so if the STA Reference Case has large delays but they are no worse with the 
Local Plan included this would not be apparent. At the M6 there is a significant increase 
(25-50%) in journey time on the A444 southbound approach to junction 3.  Again, 
absolute values are not provided. 
 
In the evening peak the previous results shows an increase in A5 eastbound delay on 
the A5 to the Longshoot junction. This increase is now in the neutral category (within 
±15%), but the westbound journey experiences delay (increase of 25-50%) on the 
approach to Nuneaton Lane / Higham Lane. As in the morning peak there are delays in 
the STA scenario on the A44 approaches to M6 Junction 3 although results are not 
presented for the motorway slip roads. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The results as presented demonstrate that the Local Plan will result in some increases 
to delay on and around the SRN particularly on the approaches to M6 Junction 3.  It 
should be noted that results do not provide any information on absolute delays, only the 
change between Reference Case and Local Plan scenarios.  
 
In response to the amendments made to the STA by Vectos Microsimulation, it has 
been found that a majority of issues raised in the previous STA iteration have now been 
amended, especially with regard to increased detail in relation to measuring the effects 
of new trips loaded onto the SRN.  
 
The revised information provided is useful and can be used to inform the testing of 
possible mitigation or other infrastructure schemes both on and off the SRN that could 
result in improvements to the traffic flow along this corridor. 
 
Highways England is committed to continued engagement with NBBC and 
Warwickshire County Council, as the local highway authority, and we welcome the 
updated traffic modelling to support of the upcoming Local Plan Hearings.   No further 
assessment work is required at this stage provided that this latest material is set out in 
STA.  



 

 

 

 

 

   

Registered office Bridge House, 1 Walnut Tree Close, Guildford GU1 4LZ 

Highways England Company Limited registered in England and Wales number 09346363 

 

 
On this basis, we consider the STA as satisfactorily evidence to support the 
Examination in Public. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any more information or clarification. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 

 
 
Adrian Johnson 
OD Midlands  
Email: Adrian.Johnson@highwaysengland.co.uk  

 
Cc: lwhite@systra.com 


