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1. INTRODUCTION 

Terms of reference 

1.1. Pegasus Design, part of the Pegasus Group, has been instructed by Richborough Estates 

Ltd, to undertake a Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) in relation to the 

proposed development of land to the east of Higham Lane, Nuneaton, Warwickshire 

(referred to as ‘the site’). 

1.2. This LVIA will consider existing landscape and visual receptors in the study area, these 

include: 

• Landscape character, including physical landscape resources; and 

• Views and visual amenity experienced by residents, recreational users (including 

visitors and tourists) and road users. 

1.3. Principles and good practice for undertaking landscape and visual impact assessment are 

set out in the Landscape Institute (LI) and the Institute of Environmental Management 

(IEMA) Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, Third Edition (2013)1. 

The detailed methodology used included at Appendix A. 

Site context 

1.4. The site lies adjacent to the northern edge of Nuneaton, and directly adjacent (south of) 

the A5 Watling Street highway corridor, which runs on a north-west to south-east axis at 

this point.  Further to the north lies open countryside, with the village of Higham on the 

Hill approximately 1 km distant, and the village of Stoke Golding, approximately 3 km to 

the north.  Just west of Higham on the Hill, is a large vehicle engineering and testing 

centre, where Horiba MIRA Ltd. are based.  The facility includes large industrial building 

groups and a series of tarmac road circuits. 

1.5. Directly to the south lies an open area of land that is currently subject to a planning 

application for 453 units (Persimmon Homes).  Directly to the south of this, is the existing 

urban edge of Nuneaton at Milby Drive. Directly to the west is Higham Lane, and further 

west open countryside extends south of the A5 corridor.   Directly to the east is the 

Change Brook corridor, and further to the east open countryside extends, the majority of 

which is subject to a planning application at Callendar Farm for 850 units, a local centre, 

                                                           
1 Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, Guidelines for Landscape and 
Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition (April, 2013) 
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a primary school and comprehensive public open space and Green Infrastructure (GI) 

extending up to the A5 corridor. The site and its context are illustrated on Figure 1, Site 

Location and Planning Designations. 

Site overview 

1.6 The site comprises c. 11.2 hectares (ha) of land.  It is defined by the A5 to the north, 

which is characterised by ribbon development at this point, including both private 

residential dwellings, and small scale industrial and commercial premises which extend 

for virtually the entire length of the northern site boundary.  The site boundary itself is 

characterised by a native hedgerow of variable quality and consistency, with occasional 

larger ‘thickets’ of vegetation that offers variations in terms of visibility into the site from 

the A5 corridor. 

1.7 It is defined by the existing native hedgerow network to the south (the northern boundary 

of the Persimmon Site), again of variable quality and consistency and the occasional tree 

grouping, and which is angular in its appearance - the alignment of the hedgerow 

changing almost perpendicularly in places, reflecting the fact that over time hedgerows 

have been removed from the site itself.  

1.8 It is defined by Change Brook to the east, a narrow stream corridor that is characterised 

by mature vegetation at this point.  Higham Lane defines the site to the west, along which 

is a native hedgerow that is intermittent with limited presence in the landscape.  Where 

the hedgerow is absent, there is timber post and rail fencing.  At the south-western corner 

of the site are two large newly built private residencies facing on to Higham Lane.   

1.9 In terms of levels, the 95-metre contour crosses the central part of the site, and the 90-

metre contour crosses the eastern part of the site close to Change Brook.  The roundabout 

junction on the A5 at the north-western corner of the site lies at c. 99 metres AOD (Above 

Ordnance Datum), and as such land generally falls to the south east by approximately 

10 metres across the length of the site. This fall in topography is generally consistent 

across the long axis of the site, appearing slightly steeper to the east down towards 

Change Brook.  

1.10 The site comprises a single overall field enclosure, where historically 2 no. hedgerows 

(originally on a north to south axis) have been removed, and its landscape features are 

limited to a small copse in the central part, formed of mature trees enclosing a field pond; 

together with a single tree.  As such the composition of the site is very simple in landscape 

terms (see Plate 1: Aerial, OS and Historic Map Base of the Site). 
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Plate 1: Aerial, OS and Historic Map Base of the Site 
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2. ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY 

2.1. The approach and methodology used for this LVIA has been developed using best practice 

guidance, as set out in the following documents: 

• Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 

(2013) Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd Edition; 

• Natural England (2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment; and 

• Landscape Institute Advice Note 1/11 Photography and Photomontages Guidance. 

2.2. Reference has also been made to a number of additional sources of data and information; 

these are referred to in the relevant sections of the baseline information. A number of 

drawings have also been produced as part of this LVIA and are included as Figures 1 to 

7. 

Level of assessment 

2.3. The third edition of the Guidelines for Visual Impact Assessment (GLVIA3) was published 

in April 2013. This guidance acknowledges that LVIA can be carried out either as a 

standalone assessment or as part of a broader EIA. The GLVIA3 note that the overall 

principles and core steps in the process are the same but that there are specific 

procedures in EIA with which an LVIA must comply. 

2.4. This report has been prepared as a detailed LVIA and addresses matters of individual 

resources, character areas and representative viewpoints. The LVIA includes analysis of 

sensitivity of receptors (both landscape and visual) and magnitude of impact and also 

professional judgements on the consequential likely effects. 

2.5. The proposed development incorporates a landscape mitigation strategy which will avoid, 

reduce or remedy adverse impacts. 

Approach 

2.6. The overall approach to the identification, evaluation and assessment of landscape and 

visual effects is summarised as follows: 

• Determine the scope of the assessment; 

• Collate baseline information for landscape and visual receptors, including completing 

desk study research and undertaking field based survey work; 
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• Review the type of development proposed and identify and describe the likely impacts 

(enabling specific judgments to be made on sensitivity of landscape and visual 

receptors); 

• Establish the sensitivity of landscape and visual receptors (balancing judgments on 

value and susceptibility); 

• Determine the magnitude of impacts (balancing judgments on size / scale, duration 

and reversibility); 

• The assessment of the significance of likely landscape and visual effects through a 

balanced approach and clear description of professional judgments on sensitivity and 

magnitude; and 

• The identification of measures to avoid or remedy impacts and the subsequent re-

assessment of likely effects. 

Scope of assessment 

2.7. The spatial scope for the LVIA is initially determined by reference to the area of landscape 

that may be affected and from which the proposed development may be visible2.  

2.8. The preliminary study area for the LVIA has been set at an approximate radius of up to 

approximately 2km from the site. This is considered sufficient to account for the likely 

impacts that will be generated by the proposed development. 

2.9. The professional judgements in this LVIA consider landscape and visual effects in the 

short term, at completion, but also in the longer term after fifteen years when mitigation 

measures (such as planting) will have matured and the mitigation measures are likely to 

perform the intended function (for example, screening or enhancement of landscape 

infrastructure).  

2.10. Supporting photographs used in this LVIA have been taken during both March 2017 and 

December 2017, and as such where the vegetation represents a winter case scenario.  

2.11. This is considered in the balance of impacts through professional judgement. 

2.12. Landscape features and elements provide the physical environment for flora and fauna 

and the associated importance of biodiversity assets. This LVIA does not consider the 

                                                           
2 Para 3.15, Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment, Guidelines for 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition (April, 2013) 
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value, susceptibility or importance on ecology and biodiversity, nor does it consider 

impacts from an ecological stance. 

2.13. Heritage assets such as Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas 

all contribute to the overall present-day landscape character, context and setting of an 

area. These aspects, where relevant, have been given consideration in the LVIA in terms 

of physical landscape resources (for example trees and hedgerows) and also landscape 

character. However, this LVIA does not address the historic significance, importance or 

potential impacts on heritage assets and designations; these assets are assessed in the 

context of landscape and visual matters only. 

Collating baseline information 

2.14. Field survey work was completed during various site visits in both March and December 

2017. A series of representative photographs were taken during the field work. These 

photographs were taken with a digital camera with a 50mm lens (equivalent focal length) 

at approximately 1.6 metres in height. These are presented as a series of viewpoints as 

illustrated on Figure 5: Representative Viewpoints 1 to 10, and have been used to 

inform both the landscape and, separately, visual assessment.  

2.15. Information has been collated using a process of desk study and field survey in order to 

capture a comprehensive description of the baseline position for landscape and visual 

receptors. The desk study includes reference to published landscape character studies. 

Assessment of effects 

2.16. Having established the relevant baseline position, the assessment process then 

completes the following specific stages: 

• Evaluate the sensitivity of the landscape receptors and visual receptors, specifically in 

response to the nature of the proposed development (sensitivity is not standard and 

depends on the nature and type of development proposed and also the value and 

susceptibility of the receptor to that type of development); 

• Identify the potential magnitude of impact on the physical landscape, on landscape 

character and on visual receptors; and 

• Combine judgments on the nature of the receptor (sensitivity) and the nature of the 

impact (magnitude) to arrive at clear, professional judgments of significance. 
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2.17. For both landscape effects and visual effects, the final conclusions on significance are 

based on professional judgements combining the specific analysis of the sensitivity of 

receptors and detailed predictions on the magnitude of change (or impact). GLVIA3 

advocates a balanced justification of these issues using professional judgement rather 

than formulaic matrices. The rationale for the overall judgement on significance is based 

on the application of professional analysis and judgement and the subsequent 

combination of each of the criteria in order to reach a conclusion. 

2.18. The detailed thresholds and criteria for each of the stages of analysis and assessment of 

landscape and visual impacts are included in the detailed methodology (Appendix A). 
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3. LANDSCAPE POLICY BACKGROUND 

3.1. This section sets out a review of national and local policy relevant to landscape and visual 

matters. 

3.2. In the context of the relevant planning framework, this section also sets out a summary 

of those policies specific to the landscape and visual issues pertaining to the proposed 

development and which will have implications for the landscape strategy presented as 

part of this LVIA, see Figure 1: Site Location and Planning Designations. 

European Landscape Convention 

3.3. The European Landscape Convention (ELC) promotes the protection, management and 

planning of European landscapes. The convention was adopted on 20 October 2000 and 

came into force on 1 March 2004. The ELC is designed to achieve improved approaches 

to the planning, management and protection of landscapes and organises cooperation on 

landscape issues. The convention defines landscape as: 

3.4. “...an area, as perceived by people, whose character is the result of the action and 

interaction of natural and/or human factors)” 

3.5. The importance of this definition is that it focuses on landscape as a resource in its own 

right and moves beyond the idea that landscapes are only a matter of aesthetics and 

visual amenity. 

National Planning Policy Framework 

3.6. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s planning 

policies for England and provides a framework within which the appropriate local council 

can produce local and neighbourhood plans; the NPPF is a material consideration in 

planning decisions. 

3.7. The NPPF sets out three dimensions to achieving sustainable development that include 

economic, social and environmental considerations. It places an onus on the planning 

system to perform a role in relation to the environment that ‘contributes to the protection 

and enhancement of our natural, built and historic environment...’ and this underpins the 

strategic guidance set out in the NPPF in relation to landscape and visual matters. 
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3.8. High quality design and local character are repeating themes through the core planning 

principles and more specific guidance on delivering sustainable development. Specific 

issues addressed by the core principles of the NPPF include: 

• That decision making should secure high quality design and a good standard of 

amenity for all existing and future occupants of land and buildings; 

• That decision making should take account of the different roles and character of 

different areas and recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside and 

supporting thriving rural communities within it (this also reflects the aims of the ELC); 

and 

• That development should contribute to conserving and enhancing the natural 

environment. 

3.9. Under delivering sustainable development the guidance sets out a series of considerations 

relating to ‘good design’3. This includes reference to sense of place, responding to local 

character and materials and aiming for visually attractive solutions as a result of 

appropriate landscaping. It also notes issues relating to local distinctiveness and taking 

opportunities to enhance the character and quality of an area. 

3.10. The NPPF notes the importance that designs ‘evolve’ in response to local issues and to 

the views of local communities4 and also sets out principles in relation to conservation 

and enhancement of the natural environment5. 

Planning Practice Guidance Documents 

3.11. In March 2014 the Department for Communities and Local Government (DCLG) launched 

a web based resource of planning practice guidance documents (PPG); these effectively 

supersede a series of previous advice and guidance documents. The website notes that 

the PPG will be updated as required. 

3.12. Matters pertaining to 'landscape’ are covered under the guidance for the Natural 

Environment. Para 001 addresses how the character of landscapes can be assessed to 

inform plan-making and planning decisions. It states that: 

3.13. “One of the core principles in the National Planning Policy Framework is that planning 

should recognise the intrinsic character and beauty of the countryside. Local plans should 

                                                           
3 Para 58-66, Department for Communities and Local Government, NPPF (March 2012) 
4 Para 66, Department for Communities and Local Government, NPPF (March 2012) 
5 Section 11, Department for Communities and Local Government, NPPF (March 2012) 
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include strategic policies for the conservation and enhancement of the natural 

environment, including landscape. This includes designated landscapes but also the wider 

countryside. 

3.14. Where appropriate, landscape character assessments should be prepared to complement 

Natural England’s National Character Area profiles. Landscape Character Assessment is 

a tool to help understand the character and local distinctiveness of the landscape and 

identify the features that give it a sense of place. It can help to inform, plan and manage 

change and may be undertaken at a scale appropriate to local and neighbourhood plan-

making.” 

3.15. This LVIA includes reference to landscape character assessment prepared at a national, 

regional, county and district level and also addresses local character by reference to the 

key characteristics of the site and its immediate context. Therefore, this LVIA responds 

fully to the requirement of the PPG. 

Local planning policy 

3.16. The following section sets out the local planning policy background relevant to the site. 

The site is located within the administrative area of Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough 

Council (NBBC). The planning policy context is illustrated on Figure 1: Site Location 

and Planning Designations). The weight given to specific policies is not addressed here 

and is covered within the Planning Statement.  

Adopted Policy – NBBC Local Plan 2006 

3.17. At the time of writing, planning policy comprises the NBBC Local Plan 2006, and those 

saved policies relevant are set out in Table 1 below.   

Table 1: Summary of AVDLP policies relevant to landscape and visual issues  

Policy Summary 

ENV3 - Rural and Urban 
Countryside Policy 

 

This policy states that planning permission will only be granted for 
development in the countryside if it a. is necessary to meet the needs of 
farming, forestry, agriculture, recreation, tourism and other enterprises with 
an essential requirement to locate in the countryside; or b. represents a land 
use for which there is a demonstrable need which cannot be met within the 
urban area; or c. relates to the reuse of existing buildings, provided the 
proposed uses are generally acceptable in the countryside and in 
accordance with ENV5; or d. relates to the limited extension or alteration of 
an existing building. 

The policy also states that development satisfying a, b, c or d above, will only 
be permitted provided that (i) it would not harm the overall character and 
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quality of the countryside; (ii) the type and amount of traffic generated would 
not cause harm to the surroundings; (iii) it presents a sustainable opportunity 
for development; (iv) the design and materials of the development should be 
of a high standard in keeping with the scale and character of the locality; and 
(v) the loss of the best and most versatile agricultural land is minimised. 

 

ENV14 - Supplementary 
Planning Guidance / 
Supplementary 
Planning Documents 

This policy states that the design and materials of all development should be 
of a high standard in keeping with the scale and character of the locality and 
that all development should comply with Supplementary Planning Guidance 
and / or Supplementary Planning Documents. 

 

Emerging Policy – NBBC Borough Plan – Submission Version (2015) 

3.18. This emerging policy relevant to landscape and visual matters is set out in Table 2 below. 

Policy reference Policy summary 

NB25 – Landscape 
Character  

This policy states that major development proposals must demonstrate how 
they will conserve, enhance, restore or create a sense of place and respond 
positively to landscape setting. It also requires developers to take account of 
the Land Use Designation Study and landscape guidelines when preparing 
landscape strategies.  

The policy sets out other requirements such as demonstrating that new 
development is in balance with the setting of the local landscape; respecting 
key characteristics/distinctiveness of that landscape and how the proposal will 
conserve or enhance important landmark views; conserve, enhance or create 
boundary features and field patterns; and conserve and, where necessary, 
enhance the strength of character and landscape condition.  

The policy also states that outside of the urban area developers must show 
they have sequentially considered development opportunities in areas of least 
landscape value first prior to any development proposals being permitted in 
higher value landscape character areas. The areas of search will follow the 
landscape hierarchy in the order set out below: a. restore and create, b. 
enhance and restore, c. enhance, d. conserve and enhance, e. conserve. 

NB15 – Green 
Infrastructure 

This policy sets out the Borough’s strategy for Green Infrastructure. Its states 
that new development proposals will create new and enhance existing Green 
Infrastructure assets. In relation to the Application Site, the policy sees the 
restoration of a strong landscape structure to Nuneaton North to create a 
sense of place, improve habitat connectivity, achieve urban greening, 
integrate development into its context and maintain separation between 
Nuneaton and Hinckley. A further aim of the policy is to create a linked 
network of signed strategic and local greenway routes for walking and cycling. 

 NBBC Borough Plan – Publication Version (2017) 

3.19 A Publication Version of the NBBC Borough Plan has been drafted (June 2017) and 

published.  Relevant policies here are NE1 Green Infrastructure; and NE5 Landscape 

Character, the principles and thrust of which mirror those of NB15 (Green Infrastructure) 
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and NB25 (Landscape Character) as set out in the preceding Emerging Submission 

Borough Plan (2015). 

3.20 In the Publication Version there is also a (draft) Policy HSG1 – North of Nuneaton. The 

policy sets out a series of criteria under three sub-headings: Key Development Principles 

(1-19 inclusive); Form of Development (19-30 inclusive); and Landscape Buffer at 

number 31.  This seeks to preserve a farmland buffer between the A5 and the edge of 

residential development in the northern extent of the site (HSG1), and says specifically: 

“Landscape Buffer 

31. Development must not extend beyond the northern boundary of the(HSG1) site in 

order to preserve a farmland buffer between the A5 and edge of residential development. 

The northern boundary should also be enhanced to soften the development edge through 

new tree and hedgerow planting along with small copses of trees in field corners”. 

History of the Buffer 

3.21 The site lies directly north of HSG1 as illustrated on Figure 1.  It therefore falls outside 

the HSG1 boundary and within the land described as “farmland buffer” under criterion 31 

of the policy.  Set out below is a brief history behind the emergence of the “buffer”.  This 

history is considered relevant to this LVIA insofar as it helps to explain the analyses and 

thought processes behind the buffer concept, and the ramifications for this on the site, 

and its development, in landscape and visual terms. 

 

3.22 The “farmland buffer” has its origins in a series of studies carried out by The 

Environmental Partnership (TEP) dating back to 2011-12. This comprised the Nuneaton 

and Bedworth Land Use Designations Study, and included for Stage 1: 

   

• Volume 1: Nuneaton and Bedworth Landscape Character Assessment (LCA); 

• Volume 2: Policy Recommendations; and 

• Volume 3: Site Analysis and Selection. 

 

3.23 Landscape character is discussed in detail in the next section of this LVIA.  In summary 

however, what came out of the TEP studies were several ‘Landscape Guidelines’, which 

were focussed on conserving the agricultural pattern of the landscape; conserving and 

enhancing linear copses; introduction of new characteristic woodland planting and 

seeking to ensure new development would not be more prominent in the landscape or 
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reduce the inter visibility between Hinckley and Nuneaton with new planting. With respect 

to landscape capacity, at Volume 3: Site Analysis and Selection, the land was considered 

as Parcel NB11, and was defined as illustrated below on Plate 2. 

                

Plate 2: Site Analysis (ref. Volume 3, Parcel NB11) 

 

3.24 The site fell within the boundaries of NB11 as set out at that time.  It was noted that land 

within Parcel NB11 restricts sprawl from the north of Nuneaton, and whilst it was noted 

that the land did not contribute to the function of preventing neighbouring towns 

merging, it said…. “a perception of Nuneaton and Hinckley being joined may occur if 

development was along the A5.” 

 

3.25 As part of the judgement of the capacity and scope for development, it was acknowledged 

that new development would present an opportunity to reduce the prominence of urban 

edges, but would need to be accompanied by advanced and established landscape 

structure to retain the appearance of small clustered settlements rather than a large 

conurbation particularly in views from the A5. It also noted that care would need to be 

taken in design to avoid developing on the highest ground closest to the A5. 

 

3.26 A diagrammatic plan was prepared based on an assessment of Landscape Character 

Capacity, as illustrated below on Plate 3. This plan highlighted the importance of views 

from the A5, and the extent of the land considered to be sensitive (coloured in yellow).  
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The site falls within that ‘sensitive’ area, described as a piece of landscape that would 

require treatment of mitigation woodland (non-specific) and tree planting to prevent 

views of the urban edges as it could create the impression in combination with 

development at the Long Shoot of Nuneaton extending further into the landscape than it 

does.  

 

 

Plate 3: Landscape Character and Capacity 

 

3.27 Stage 2 of the Nuneaton and Bedworth Land Use Designations Study comprised an 

Individual Site Assessment, which looked at a series of Potential Development Areas 

(PDA’s) on land at the settlement edges for further consideration.  This included a ‘re-

crafting’ of NB11 into PDA 1: St. Nicholas Park, illustrated on Plate 4.   

 

3.28 The extent of the PDA excludes the site.  With specific regard to that part of it that lies 

west of Change Brook, the boundary follows the same alignment as the (draft) Policy 

HSG1 boundary. The PDA appraisal identifies the ‘farmland and farmsteads’ as ‘attractive 

features’; it also identifies ‘less attractive features’ as surrounding urban influences and 

the intrusion of busy roads.  In terms of visual qualities, the study notes that PDA1 is 

particularly visible from the A5, and whilst the landscape does not necessarily form an 
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unattractive setting to Nuneaton there is scope to improve views through additional 

planting. 

 

Plate 4: Potential Development Area, Land North of Nuneaton 

3.29 A number of recommendations were made in respect of PDA1, if land within it were 

taken forward, which included: 

• Retain and maximise the width of a ‘farmland buffer’ between PDA 1 and the A5;  

• Reduce the prominence of existing urban edges by retaining and reinforcing existing 

hedgerows and hedgerow trees to filter views of the new urban edge, offering glimpses 

of built form;   

• Ensure a sensitive treatment of the urban edge, with variation in built form to create 

an attractive, high quality settlement setting. This could be achieved through variation 

in building heights, house types and orientation of dwellings, to avoid a monotonous 

and straight-lined urban edge;  

• Retain the visual presence of farmsteads (Callendar Farm in particular) on the new 

urban edge in order to reflect the rural characteristics of the wider landscape character 

area; 

• Sensitively incorporate the existing public right of way and Change Brook within the 

open space network associated with the new development;  

• Look for opportunities to locate informal public open space at the edge of development, 

with new housing addressing green space, thus maximising the green buffer between 

the A5 and new built form; 
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• Consider an average density of 35 dwellings per hectare as appropriate for this PDA, 

with lower densities concentrated towards the new urban edge; 

• Ensure buildings of maximum height of three storeys are sited towards the existing 

urban edge, with one and two storey dwellings at the edge of farmland; and 

• Use varied building materials which make reference to the local vernacular to break 

up the mass of development in views. Generally, roof materials should be in recessive 

colours to help reduce the prominence of urban edge.  

3.30 The emerging evidence base includes a document titled “Explanation of Landscape 

Recommendations for the Land in the vicinity of Callendar Farm, Nuneaton” prepared by 

TEP (March 2015, reference 5043.001); this looks more specifically at land around 

Callendar Farm i.e. to the east of the site. Although focussed on the Callendar Farm site, 

the document also includes reference to this area of landscape, generally. At paragraph 

3.2 on page 16, the study notes that there are two main purposes of TEP’s 

recommendations: 

“One is to minimise the adverse effect of any proposed development on landscape 

character. The other is to improve settlement setting through the sensitive design of 

proposed development, which preserves the valued characteristics of the local landscape 

found in this part of LCA 2 and incorporates landscape features characteristic of the local 

area to help new development fit into the landscape”.  

 

3.31 A more recent study, the Nuneaton and Bedworth Landscape Capacity Study (Document 

Reference: 592.022) also prepared by TEP on behalf of NBBC, sets out a landscape 

capacity assessment for the area. This document is intended to inform decision making 

on land to be taken forward for development as part of the Local Plan. Section 2 of the 

report sets out the methodology used for the capacity assessment whilst Section 4 

summarises the findings for HSG1.  

 

3.32 The report is supported by a series of ‘A3 pro-formas’ and HSG1 (north of Nuneaton) is 

one of several sites that has been re-assessed. The study notes that, given the scale and 

interest in the site, a summary of findings is presented in Section 4 of the documents 

(ref para 3.5). However, this continues to exclude the landscape directly south of the A5 

(the site); the study states that ‘given the visual prominence of this land and its 

relationship to HSG1 a separate site assessment has been prepared for this area’ (ref 

para 3.9).  The subsequent analysis of HSG1 is split into east and west; the findings 

presented are largely a summary from the ‘Landscape Capacity and Scope for Mitigation’ 

sections of the previous A3 proformas, incorporating previous 2012 assessment from 
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parcels then defined as PDA1 and, from an addendum, PDA 10.  In its summary, the 

study states that: 

 

“4.8 The existing farmland landscape of the site contributes to the pleasant setting to the 

North-eastern edge of Nuneaton and the sense of the separation between settlement and 

the A5. 

4.9 In the event that the site is to be developed, the landscape treatment of northern 

edge of the site would be particularly important as to minimise the risk of the setting of 

the settlement being undermined and the sense of the separation between the settlement 

and the A5 being reduced. The recommendations in paragraph 4.4 and 4.6 should be 

complied with fully to maintain the setting of the settlement and the sense of separation 

between Nuneaton and the A5.” 

Other relevant planning documents 

Residential Design Guide Supplementary Planning Guidance 

3.33 The Residential Design Guide Supplementary Planning Guidance (SPG)6 provides basic 

principles of good design appropriate to Nuneaton and Bedworth. It contains guidance in 

relation to landscaping including in relation to the retention of landscape features, new 

planting and public open space. 

Nuneaton and Bedworth Green Infrastructure Plan 

3.34 The Nuneaton and Bedworth Green Infrastructure Plan7 sets out proposals for the 

protection and enhancement of existing green infrastructure and the provision of new 

green infrastructure in advance of, and alongside, future development. 

 Other designations 

3.35 There are a number of other related designations present in the surrounding landscape.  

These include the Benedictine Priory and Precinct of St. Mary, Nuneaton scheduled 

monument that is located c. 3.5 km to the south-west of the site; and Nuneaton Town 

Centre Conservation Area, which is located c. 2.8 km south of the site.  

  

                                                           
6 Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council (March 2004) Residential Design Guide. 
7 Land Use Consultants (2009) Nuneaton and Bedworth Green Infrastructure Plan. 
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4. LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL BASELINE 

4.1. The following section describes the individual components of the physical landscape that 

are present in the study area. These have been described in order to establish an 

understanding of the specific landscape baseline, including individual elements and more 

distinctive features which together contribute to landscape character. 

Physical landscape resources 

Topography and landform 

4.2. The landform of the site is characterised by a gradual fall from the west to the east, 

generating a change of level of approximately 10 metres, with the 95-metre and 90 metre 

contours crossing the site.   

4.3. This site topography is set within a wider context of land that then gradually rises to the 

north of the A5, to form a series of localised soft ridges, folds and hill tops, extending to 

c. +114 metres AOD at Higham on the Hill, and +112 metres AOD at Stoke Gelding, with 

landform between these high points generally rising to in excess of +100 metres AOD. 

4.4. In contrast to the south of the site, across the urban area of Nuneaton, landform falls to 

c. 80 metres AOD in the town centre, with these lower levels extending both north-

westwards and south-eastwards from the urban area to form a subtle but distinctive 

(River Anker) valley floor between land to the north, and to the south that then rises 

again to levels between 140-160 metres AOD south and west of Nuneaton, with Hartshill 

Country Park at c. 178 metres AOD. 

4.5. Topography across the site and Study Area is illustrated on Figure 2: Topography. 

Hydrology and water features 

4.6. The land to the south of the site, and across the urban area of Nuneaton, is characterised 

by the routes of the River Anker, and the Coventry Canal.  There are many small 

tributaries that flow into the Anker from the north, including the Change Brook that runs 

along the eastern site boundary, and Harrow and Sketchley Brooks further to the east.   

4.7. Further to the east, just west of Hinckley, runs the Ashby de la Zouch Canal. Again, there 

are various smaller streams and tributaries that run into the Canal, as well as a number 

of other small watercourses that link between the various canals and River Anker.  More 

unique water features include an ornamental lake just north-east of the site, accessed 
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from the A5; together with a series of gravel pits left over from previous mineral workings 

north-west of Nuneaton. 

4.8. No water courses run across the site; there is only a small pond surrounded by large 

trees towards the centre of the site, and Change Brook along the eastern boundary.  

Land use 

4.9. The basic land use mix in the area is either urban development, or mixed agriculture.  

The large settlements of Nuneaton to the south of the A5, and Hinckley to the north (and 

north-east of Nuneaton) are influential in the area.  The A5 corridor supports numerous 

stretches of ribbon development (in Nuneaton and Bedworth), notably at the junction of 

The Long Shoot, but also directly adjacent to the site.  Built form here comprises both 

residential and commercial/small scale industrial uses.  Ribbon development lies either 

side of The Long Shoot as it enters Nuneaton.   

4.10. Surrounding these built elements, the agricultural network comprises a mixture of both 

pastoral and arable fields, with the pastoral enclosures generally being smaller and more 

regular in shape – where arable production has developed parts of the hedgerow network 

has been removed to leave a number of larger, irregularly shaped field enclosures, and 

the site is an example of one of these. 

4.11. The agricultural landscape supports a number of individual farmsteads, and provides the 

setting for smaller villages such as Higham on the Hill.  Just to the west of Higham on 

the Hill is the MIRA engineering base with its commercial building frontage on the A5 and 

large extent of tarmac tracks and circuits extending across the open countryside to the 

north and providing a distinctly different land use to the agricultural context. 

4.12. The geometry of the A5 Watling Street is memorable for it linearity, being of Roman 

origin, and is matched in terms of its presence in the landscape by the route of the 

particularly straight alignment of the railway line between Hinckley and Nuneaton 

Vegetation patterns 

4.13. A number of vegetation patters exist in the study area.  These include the hedgerow 

network that is generally continuous around the pastoral field enclosures, but has been 

removed in parts where arable crop production has intensified over the years.  The 

network typically supports a number and variety of large hedgerow trees, particularly 

English Oak. 



Land east of Higham Lane, Nuneaton, Warwickshire 
Richborough Estates Ltd 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
 

 

 
P16-1106 | FINAL 22  21.12.2017 

4.14. Riparian vegetation exists along parts of the numerous water courses, specifically the 

River Anker west of Nuneaton, and also along some of the Stream corridors, including 

Change Brook as it runs adjacent to the site, and Sketchley Brook further to the east. 

4.15. There are also further linear vegetation patterns along the railway lines to a greater or 

lesser extent, including the disused corridor to the west of Nuneaton (Weddington 

Country Walk).  These contrast with more isolated linear and rectangular blocks of mature 

mixed broadleaved woodland plantations, which are not particularly numerous, but there 

is a cluster of them on rising ground north of the A5, just north-east of the site. 

4.16. The only other distinguishable vegetation pattern is the extensive network of 

regenerating native scrub vegetation around the water bodies remnant of the former 

mineral workings.     

Public access 

4.17. There is no public access to or across the site itself. 

4.18. In the wider landscape, there is network of publicly accessible routes.  To the north of 

the site, there is a footpath linking the A5 with Higham on the Hill; a footpath along the 

Ashby de la Zouch Canal to the east, that then also extends to Higham on the Hill. To the 

east of the site, there is a footpath extending southwards from the A5 along the 

residential edge of Nuneaton (St. Nicholas Park); and to the west of the site there is a 

bridleway linking Higham Lane in the east with the A444 Weddington Road in the west. 

4.19. Further afield is the Weddington Country Walk which runs along a dismantled railway 

line, together with a more extensive network of footpaths both to the north-west and 

south-east of Nuneaton linking the Anker Valley with the higher lying land to the north 

and south. 

4.20. No long distance public footpaths run in close proximity to the site.  The closest one is 

The Leicestershire Round, just north of Hinckley.  There is also a national Cycle Route 

(no. 54) to the west of the Site, extending from Nuneaton in the south, to Stoke Gelding 

in the north. 

4.21. This network is illustrated on Figure 4: Viewpoint Locations and Public Rights of 

Way.  
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Development and transport patterns 

4.22. The study area is characterised by the northern urban edge of Nuneaton, which is 

residential at this point (and expanding through the implementation of recent planning 

permissions), with the A5 corridor directly to the north of the site running in a north-west 

to south-east alignment.  Along this part of the A5 corridor, there are a number of areas 

of ribbon development, including both residential and commercial development directly 

opposite the site.  Further to the east along the A5, there is residential development 

enclosing the junction with thee A47 The Long Shoot, which as residential development 

all the way along it leading into Nuneaton. 

4.23. To the east is the larger urban area of Hinckley, which is characterised by commercial 

development at its western tip, adjacent to the A5 corridor.  Other forms of development 

include villages in the open countryside to the north as well as individual farmsteads, and 

a large research centre.   

4.24. The A5 Watling Street, the A444 Weddington Road, and the A47 The Long Shoot comprise 

the main highways network adjacent to the site and within the study area, which feed a 

series of more minor roads, both country lanes and residential networks. 

4.25. Nuneaton itself sits on the West Coast Mainline railway, and there is also a spur eastwards 

linking the network to Hinckley and Leicester.  The Coventry and Ashby de la Zouch canal 

corridors provide an alternative, more recreational transport network across this part of 

the Anchor Valley.  

Landscape character 

4.26. Reference has been made to published guidance on landscape character for the area. The 

site is located in the following landscape character types/areas, which are illustrated on 

Figure 3, Landscape Character: 

• National level – national Character Area (NCA) 72: Mease/Sense Lowlands;  

• County Level – Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines: Mease Lowlands regional 

character area and Estate Farmlands Landscape Character Type; and 

• District Level – Nuneaton and Bedworth Landscape Character Assessment: Area 2: 

Anker Valley Estate Farmlands. 

 

See Plate 5 below. 
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Plate 5: Summary of Landscape Character Hierarchy 

 

4.27. The following sections set out a summary of the characteristics relevant to the site and 

study area. 

National Landscape Character 

4.28 The site and study area are located in National Character Area 72: Mease/Sence 

Lowlands. The key characteristics of Area 72: Mease/Sence Lowlands, which are relevant 

to the site and study area to a greater or lesser degree, are as follows: 

 

• A gently rolling landscape with rounded clay ridges and shallow valleys, with a more 

undulating landform in the north-west. This is a well ordered agricultural landscape of 

open views, with a relatively tranquil character; 

• Triassic Mercia Mudstones underlie this area and give rise to productive clay soils; 

outcrops of sandstone extend across the area southwards and westwards from the 

edge of the adjacent coalfield; 

National Landscape Character 
NCA 72: Mease/Sence Lowlands

County Level Character
Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines: Mease 

Lowlands RCA; Estate Farmlands LCT

Borough Level Character
Nuneaton and Bedworth Landscape Character 

Assessment: Anker Valley Estate Farmlands
(the site and its immediate context)
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• Woodland cover is generally limited to scattered hedgerow trees, coverts and 

spinneys, and occasional groups of trees along rivers and streams. 

• The majority of the farmland has a strongly rectilinear pattern of low hedgerows and 

scattered hedgerow trees. On steeper ground and heavier clays, hedgerows are more 

substantial and hedgerow trees more frequent. 

• Extensive, open areas of arable cultivation predominate. On steeper ground and 

heavier clays, the land is less intensively farmed, and arable and pasture are mixed. 

Beef and dairy farming are also common. 

• The main river courses of the Mease and Sence are generally very open. Willow and 

alder riparian vegetation is a feature along minor streams; 

• Important habitats include neutral grasslands, wet meadows, parkland, wet 

woodlands, rivers and streams, all of which support characteristic and rare species; 

• The Ashby Canal and Coventry Canal are landscape features that are important for 

nature conservation and recreation. They act as reminders of our cultural heritage; 

• Landscaped parklands and fine country house estates, spired churches and historic 

farmsteads, areas of remnant ridge and furrow and deserted settlements contribute 

to the time depth and sense of history of the area with wide verges and straight 

enclosure roads. Red brick buildings and spired churches are often prominent 

landscape features. Isolated large 19th-century red brick farmsteads are also notable; 

and 

• Larger modern urban development is present on the fringes of the NCA in Nuneaton, 

Hinckley and Burton-upon-Trent. Straight motorways and main roads cut through the 

area north–south and east–west. 

4.29 Rolling topography, limited woodland cover; scattered hedgerow trees, coverts, spinneys, 

(riparian) tree groups along rivers and streams, arable cultivation, the canals and large 

modern urban development are all prevalent in the study area. 

4.30 In respect of ‘landscape change’ the NCA guidance also notes that recent changes and 

trends in the NCA include: new woodland planting (re. national Forest); loss of hedgerows 

and a sense of exposure; reduction in permanent pasture; and pressure for development 

in villages. 

4.31 Statements of Environmental Opportunity for NCA 72 include: protection and 

enhancement of the important network of natural and man-made water resources; 

management and conservation of woodland habitat; protection and management the 

historic character, settlement pattern and features of this landscape; and protection of 

the overall strong rural, open and tranquil character of the landscape. 
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4.32 Given the scale of the NCA and the diversity of the key characteristics, it is clear that the 

landscape components which define the landscape character at this regional level are 

represented across the wider context of the NCA. However, they address landscape 

character at a large scale across the wider region. 

4.33 Therefore, in this context changes at a site level will be extremely small scale and not 

likely to impact upon landscape character as defined by the NCA. The NCA guidance does 

however give an indication of key characteristics relevant to the wider landscape context 

and also some useful opportunities which can be taken forward to inform the design. 

 

County Landscape Character 

 

4.34 At a county level, the site is located within the Mease Lowlands character area and Estate 

Farmlands Landscape Character Type (LCT), as identified by the Warwickshire Landscape 

Guidelines. The characteristic features of the Estate Farmlands LCT are: 

 

• A gently rolling topography of low rounded hills and valleys; 

• A late enclosure pattern of large hedged fields; 

• Many small regularly shaped game coverts; 

• Large country houses often set in mature parkland; 

• Small hilltop villages often marked by a tall church spire; and 

• Winding country lanes bounded by wide grass verges. 

 

4.35 Rolling topography, hedged enclosures, small game coverts, hill top villages (Higham on 

the Hill) and winding lanes are all evident adjacent to the site and study area. 

 

4.36 The Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines provide management strategy guidelines for 

each LCT. For the Estate Farmlands, they are as follows: 

 

• Conserve and restore the distinctive rural estate character of the farmed landscape; 

• Conserve the historic pattern of large hedged fields, with priority given to 

strengthening and restoring primary hedge lines; 

• Enhance field pattern through more appropriate hedgerow management; 

• Promote long rotation coppicing as a management tool for neglected small woods 

and spinneys; 

• Conserve and restore all areas of existing parkland; 

• Enhance the continuity and wooded character of river and stream corridors; and  
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• Enhance tree cover through small scale woodland planting. 

Borough Landscape Character 

4.37 At a borough level, the site and study area are located within Landscape Character Area 

2: Anker Valley Estate Farmlands, as identified in the Nuneaton and Bedworth Landscape 

Character Assessment, part of the Land Use Designations Study. The key characteristics 

of the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands are set out under a number of headings, as follows: 

 

Landform and Hydrology 

• Gently undulating lowland vale influenced by the River Anker which forms a very 

shallow valley; 

• Landform varies between 80-100 metres AOD, gradually rising northeast towards the 

A5; 

• Streams are frequent often flanked by narrow linear belts of riparian trees; and 

• Occasional field ponds in larger fields notable by wooded boundaries; 

 

Land Use 

• Rural fringe landscape of arable and pasture fields with frequent glimpses of urban 

edges; 

• Generally, a rural landscape although busy roads such as the A5 and Weddington Road 

in combination with visible urban edges reduce the tranquil character; 

• Fields are medium and geometric reflecting later enclosure in the 18th and 19th 

centuries although older post-medieval enclosure is also present; 

• Fields are bound by well-maintained hedgerows of mixed species; 

• Ditches along field boundaries are common although often associated with hedgerows; 

and 

• Frequent hedgerow trees often seen as clusters of three or four trees; 

 

Built Development 

• Settlement edges and built form are frequent within this landscape however clusters 

of hedgerow trees and linear woodlands help to soften and break up the scale of built 

forms in views; 

• Some continuous lines of development visible on 2 or 3 edges of farmland where 

hedgerows are lower and there are few hedgerow trees; 

• Larger urban areas are on slightly lower ground within Nuneaton which reduces the 

prominence of built form in the landscape; 
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• Frequent isolated farmsteads throughout the landscape are linked by narrow hedged 

tracks. These are often on slightly higher ground than surrounding farmland; 

• The urban fringe around Weddington retains a village character with glimpses of the 

top of Weddington Church above trees and horticultural and agricultural buildings 

softening the edge of modern development; 

• Properties are a mixture of modern semi-detached properties with older early 20th 

century housing present as ribbon development along main roads; 

• There is no overriding building style or materials, although properties are a mix of red 

brick and painted render; 

• Roofs are generally constructed using recessive colours which helps to reduce the 

prominence of urban fringes; and 

• Properties generally combine to form a uniform roofline of two storey properties.  A 

slightly rising roofline is present along Higham Lane. 

 

Views 

• Hedgerows are generally neatly managed.  They are taller around pasture fields at 

Weddington, elsewhere they are low in height enabling long views across farmland; 

• Weddington Church forms a vista along Church Lane; 

• Views across farmland are often interspersed with linear woodlands, the most 

prominent being those along the disused railway; 

• Man-made mound at Judkins Quarry forms a local landmark and is prominent within 

views across farmland from much of the character area; and 

• From higher ground at the A5 there are long views towards Nuneaton of small clusters 

of uniform rooflines within Nuneaton. The presence of woodlands and trees breaks up 

this pattern creating an impression of a series of clusters of settlements rather than 

one large conurbation.  

 

Other Features 

• Roads are generally bordered by intact hedgerows and clusters of hedgerow trees. 

  

4.38 The published assessment describes the area as: 

 

 “…a gently undulating lowland vale comprising arable farming with pasture 

present closer to settlement fringes. The strong pattern of hedgerows and clusters 

of hedgerow trees in combination with linear woodlands helps to break up and 

filter views of the frequent urban edges.” 
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4.39 In relation to the quality and condition of the landscape, the published assessment 

identifies the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands as having a moderate strength of character. 

It also identifies the condition of the landscape as moderate.  

 

4.40 In relation to the capacity of the landscape to accommodate change, it notes that key 

characteristics need to be conserved; greater prominence of urban development would 

have a negative effect; and that any new development would need to be complemented 

with advanced and established planting to ensure the sense of separation between the 

two settlements (Hinckley and Nuneaton) is not compromised 

 

4.41 A number of landscape guidelines are set out, and include reference to landscape features 

and built form, as follows: 

 

Landscape Features 

• Enhance the pattern and concentrations of hedgerow trees throughout the landscape 

particularly close to settlement fringes; 

• Enhance and restore hedgerows through replanting with locally occurring species and 

re-laying where hedgerows have become over mature; 

• Allow some hedgerows to establish to greater heights to improve the wooded structure 

to the landscape, particularly close to settlement fringes and around pastoral fields; 

• Conserve existing hedgerows and hedgerow trees to reinforce field pattern within the 

landscape; 

• Enhance the wetland character along streams integrating and change with existing 

wetlands and woodlands; 

• Conserve and enhance linear and small copse woodland through management to 

ensure its longevity. Any replanting should use locally occurring species and encourage 

natural regeneration. 

• New woodland planting should reflect the scale and form of existing woodland and 

field pattern and include linear woodland along streams and the disused railway and 

small copses and coverts; 

• New woodland planting should use broad leaved species particularly oak, ash and 

some birch; 

• Enhance areas of wetland meadow and wetlands along stream edges though 

management and planting to reinforce the wetland character of the River Anker; and 
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• Enhance the character of wooded streams and rivers through appropriate 

management and planting of new riparian woodland although this should avoid areas 

of wetland and riverside meadows. 

 

Built Form  

• Enhance settlement fringes and integrate settlement expansion into the landscape 

through appropriate planting of small-scale woodlands and trees to reduce their 

prominence; 

• Ensure any new development does not make urban edges more prominent within the 

landscape which would affect rural character; 

• Ensure that the distinction between Hinckley and Nuneaton is retained through 

ensuring intervening farmland remains; 

• Seek to reduce the inter-visibility between Hinckley and Nuneaton through reinforcing 

woodland planting along the River Anker and railway; 

• Retain and enhance the rural village edge to Weddington through ensuring that 

development is filtered by woodland and trees and the views to Weddington Church 

are maintained; and 

• Retain rural character of farmsteads through maintaining views of open space and 

farmland. Any new agricultural buildings should be sited, designed and complemented 

with landscape proposals to blend new elements into the landscape. 

 

Local Landscape Character 

4.42 Taking into account the three levels of published landscape character set out above, it is 

clear that a number of those key characteristics are consistent throughout the layers of 

study, reducing in quantity as the physical scale of the study reduces. 

4.43 In terms of the site and its local landscape character, this is essentially reflected in the 

physical extent of the NBBC LCA 2 Anker Valley Estate Farmlands.  Plate 6 below 

illustrates the extent of this LCA within the Assessment (red line) study area (the site is 

shown as a yellow dot for reference).  Physically, it is much smaller than the next level 

up in the hierarchy, the Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines Mease Lowlands LCT, and is 

generally of a scale applicable to a local landscape character consideration for LVIA 

purposes.  As such, for the purposes of this assessment, the Anker Valley Estate 

Farmlands is effectively considered to be the site and local landscape character area. 
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Plate 6: NBBC landscape Character Assessment (2012) Anker Valley Estate 

Farmlands LCA 

4.44 Focusing in a bit more on the key characteristics of the LCA, a number of these 

characteristics prevail, but there are some more defining features prevalent that are 

noteworthy.  The published studies make a number of references to the tranquillity of 

the wider landscape; with respect to the site and its immediate context, tranquillity is 

much reduced on the basis of firstly the A5 highways corridor, with its engineered and lit 

appearance, together with its noise generation; and also on the basis of the prevalence 

of existing ribbon development and associated built form which reduces the perception 

of remoteness and isolation. 

4.45 The site itself has been subject to hedgerow removal over time, but nonetheless remains 

part of the agricultural fabric of the landscape around the northern edge of Nuneaton.  

As such however, hedgerows and hedgerow trees are not as prevalent as they are in 

other parts of the landscape. 

4.46 The field pond on the site also provides a link to a characteristic landscape feature, and 

so does the section of Change Brook along the eastern site boundary with its riparian 

vegetation.  
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4.47 In terms of views and visual links, there are views across the site towards the urban edge 

of Nuneaton, however these are not as frequent as the visual links from other parts of 

the A5 corridor at this point, on the basis of the existing vegetation along the A5 frontage. 

4.48 As such, the site and its immediate context are influenced by a number of ‘urban fringe’ 

characteristics that serve to dilute the prospects of retained landscape features and 

character that are more prevalent further from the urban area.   

Landscape Character Summary 

4.49 The benefit of the (NBBC) Borough/local level assessment over the broader 

county/regional guidance is that it undertakes the assessment of landscape character at 

a more detailed level. Therefore, the finer grain of analysis accounts for the context of 

the wider landscape and places the site in a more specifically defined area of character. 

The characteristics and guidance can be used to inform proposals for development. 

4.50 From the detailed evaluation undertaken for this LVIA, the site and its immediate context 

exhibit some of the characteristics identified in the NBBC Assessment Anker Valley Estate 

Farmlands LCA. Aspects of the local character which are considered to be particularly 

prevalent with the NBBC Assessment guidance include: 

• The undulating landform, falling towards the edge of Nuneaton; 

• Arable and pasture fields; 

• The managed hedgerow network, and local impact upon it via removal; 

• Hedgerow trees, occasionally in cluster’s; 

• Field ponds;  

• Stream corridors and associated riparian vegetation; 

• The busy A5 road corridor; 

• Isolated farmsteads; 

•  and 

• Various views towards the urban edge of Nuneaton. 

4.51 Matters identified in the landscape character assessment which can influence the design 

are considered in the landscape strategy for the proposed development, as described 

later in this LVIA.  
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Potential future baseline 

4.52 In terms of the future baseline, there is potentially a lot of development coming forward 

adjacent to the site and within the study area.  Directly to the south of the site, a planning 

application has been submitted for 453 units (Persimmon Homes), to include means of 

access (from Higham Lane), Green Infrastructure and public open space. To the east, 

across Callendar Farm, an application has been submitted for up to 850 units (Callendar 

Farm Ltd.), means of access (from the A5), a LGV Rest Area, Green Infrastructure and 

public open space, a local centre and primary school.  To the west, across Top Farm, an 

application has been submitted for up to 1700 units (Warwickshire CC), means of access, 

a district centre, primary school and safeguarded land for a secondary school.  To the 

north, the MIRA base has an application in for office extension. 

4.53 South of Callendar Farm, construction of residential development is underway at Bellway 

Phase1 for 120 units, with Phase 2 consented for 245 units.  Just east of Phase 2, is 

Callendar Farm Phase 1, with consent for 150 units.  Just to the north of that, is a consent 

for 120 units on Hall land which lies adjacent to the rear of properties at the junction of 

the A5 and The Long Shoot. 

4.54 Further to the east, beyond Callendar Farm and on the site currently known as A5 

Aquatics, there is a resolution to grant consent for up to 23 units.  Directly to the west, 

the other side of Higham Lane, is the western section of the (draft) strategic housing 

allocation Policy HSG1.  Further to the west of that are three sites: Lower farm (off 

Weddington Road) which has consent for 400 units and is under construction; 

Weddington Road, which has consent for 245 units; and just to the west of that, 

Churchfields, a recently constructed development of 326 units.  

Visual baseline 

4.55 This section provides a description of the nature and extent of the existing views from, 

towards and between the site and the surrounding area. It also includes reference to 

specific locations that will potentially be subject to impacts as a result of the proposed 

development. 

4.56 Establishing the specific nature of these views provides an understanding of the context 

and setting of representative viewpoints and also the nature of views in terms of distance, 

angle of view, and seasonal constraints associated with specific visual receptors. The 

identification of key sensitive receptors and links to the representative viewpoint are 
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carried forward to the assessment process, as illustrated on Figure 5: Representative 

Viewpoints 1 to 10. 

Overview 

4.57 The visual envelope is the area of landscape from which a site or proposed development 

will potentially be visible. It accounts for general judgements on the theoretical visibility 

of a site or proposed development and sets a broad context for the study area within 

which to address landscape and visual impacts. The extent of a visual envelope will be 

influenced by the physical landscape components of an area, such as hedgerows, 

woodlands or buildings and can also be influenced by distance from a site.  

Visual Context 

4.58 In general, the site is visually contained from the wider landscape context and the visual 

envelope is limited to: 

• Stretches of the A5 corridor directly to the north of the site, and in part to the north-

west and east.  This includes views from those private residential and commercial 

property’s that sit on the A5 directly opposite the site.  There are also some limited 

views from the open countryside to the north, along the public footpath network, 

however the combinations of topographical change and intervening features (including 

vegetation and built form), serves to limit the extent of these views; 

• The rear gardens and rear elevations of the private residential properties south of the 

site, along Milby Drive, which are likely to be filtered in part by some intervening 

vegetation (note: this is likely to change if the Persimmon application is approved, 

such that the views of the site will be ‘displaced’ to those proposed units on the 

northern edge of the Persimmon proposal); 

• Stretches of the A5 corridor to the east, together with filtered views form the very 

northern part of the public footpath that extends southwards form the A5 past 

Nuneaton Fields Farm and then along the existing urban edge.  There are also likely 

to be views from Nuneaton Fields Farm; and 

• Frim Higham Lane to the west where there are open views across the site, and from 

the adjacent private dwellings, together with views across the open countryside further 

to the west, although there is no public access across this part of it.  
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4.59 Within this overall visual envelope there are variations in the degree of inter-visibility 

between areas and in the nature and extent of views. These are tested further through 

the detailed field work and the subsequent assessment of visual impacts. 

Representative viewpoints and visual receptors 

4.60 The visual assessment references a series of viewpoints that are representative of visual 

receptors in the area. These illustrate views towards the site in the context of the 

surrounding landscape and are used to inform judgements on impacts for specific 

receptors, as sown on Figure 4: Viewpoint Locations and PROW, and Figure 5: 

Representative Viewpoints 1-10. 

4.61 A detailed description for each of the locations identified as receptors for this LVIA, 

including judgements on overall sensitivity of visual receptors, is included in later sections 

of this report under the assessment of visual effects.  
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5 DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS AND LANDSCAPE STRATEGY 

Overview 

5.1 This section considers the type of development proposed and the nature of the impacts 

that are likely to occur; thereafter it draws the landscape and visual baseline information 

together and summarises the key constraints and opportunities in the existing landscape. 

5.2 In summary, the proposed development comprises: 

• Residential development of up to 200 units (inclusive of affordable housing); 

• Site access and internal road layout; and 

• Green infrastructure incorporating open space, new pedestrian links and attenuation 

areas. 

Likely causes of impact 

5.3 Although a landscape has some intrinsic sensitivity, different landscapes contain a range 

of components which will respond differently to change, subject to the type of the 

development that is proposed. Therefore, in order to inform the analysis of impacts, 

judgements should be made with reference to the specific changes which arise from the 

type of development being considered. 

5.4 The following section sets out the likely causes of impacts which would occur in relation 

to the specific type of development proposed (i.e. residential led development). 

Causes of temporary impact during construction 

5.5 The temporary construction works which may give rise to impacts on landscape and visual 

receptors are listed as follows: 

• Site clearance and accommodation works (including vegetation clearance where 

required); 

• Movement and presence of associated construction vehicles and plant; 

• Presence of construction compounds, site offices and welfare facilities; 

• Earthworks and construction of internal road infrastructure and practical development 

platforms;  

• Phased implementation and emerging built form of residential units;  

• Temporary construction lighting; and 

• Alterations to the existing road network for access improvements. 
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Causes of impacts at completion 

5.6 The permanent components of the proposed development which may give rise to impacts 

on landscape and visual receptors are listed as follows: 

• The built form of residential development (incorporating highways infrastructure and 

including lighting); and 

• Mitigation integrated into the proposed development (i.e. green infrastructure and 

strategic landscaping), including retained trees, hedgerows, open space provision, 

SUDs and attenuation areas and new planting. 

 

Site Analysis and Local Landscape Character 

 

5.7 The analysis of the local landscape character and visual amenity of the site and its context 

is taken through to inform judgements on value, susceptibility, overall landscape 

sensitivity, and ultimately capacity, as discussed later in this LVIA (Section 6). 

 

5.8 Set out below therefore is a detailed landscape and visual analysis of the site and its 

context.  It is worth however, on the basis of the discussion in section 3 of this LVIA 

concerning the history of the “farmland (landscape) buffer” as set out in (draft) Policy 

HSG1, preceding this with a very brief summary of what lies behind this part of the (draft) 

Policy.  As such, looking at the work that has been carried out, in coming to the 

identification and definition of the “landscape buffer”, several sub-points appear to 

support it, as follows:  

 

(i) The ‘rural’ character of this section of the A5; 

(ii) The views from the A5 south across the open farmland; 

(iii) The contribution this farmland makes to the setting of Nuneaton; 

(iv) Potential for coalescence between Nuneaton and Hinckley; and 

(v) The need to ensure an appropriate area for mitigation with respect to ‘less sensitive’ 

land further to the south that may come forward for development.  

 

Contextual Analysis 

5.9 This can be summarised as follows: 

• The local landscape and visual context is currently subject to a number of changes, 

primarily derived from the consent and subsequent phased construction of a number 
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of residential development schemes on the existing urban edge of Nuneaton, and this 

moving baseline is set to continue as and when strategic allocations are potentially 

filled and existing applications gain consent; 

• As such, the baseline ‘dynamic’ is currently a moving feast, and not at all static; 

• Notwithstanding the above, the local landscape context comprises an overall 

‘transition’ from the urban edge of Nuneaton, across the A5 corridor and into the wider 

open countryside to the north; 

• An agricultural landscape comprises a large part of this transition, either side of the 

A5 corridor, characterised by a mixture of pastoral and arable fields contained by a 

network of hedgerows with mature trees, not all of which is intact; 

• Vegetation patterns are varied, but neither significant nor substantial in terms of 

groupings and size; 

• The existing urban edge of Nuneaton is visible across the landscape, from both the A5 

corridor, and from more elevated areas on higher lying topography to the north, 

adjacent to Higham on the Hill; 

• There are views north from the A5, travelling in both east and west directions, where 

the visual character appears more rural due to the rising topography and lack of an 

urban edge; 

• South of the A5, the agricultural landscape offers the perception of depth between the 

A5 and the urban edge, to a greater or lesser extent; 

• This section of the A5 is characterised by ‘ribbon’ development, both private residential 

and commercial built form;  

• All these elements (highway corridor, noise, lighting, views of the urban edge) all 

combine to reduce the apparent tranquillity and isolation of the local landscape, and 

cast more of an ‘urban fringe’ perception; 

Site Specific Analysis 

5.10 This can be summarised as follows: 

• The site forms part of the existing agricultural landscape between the A5 and the urban 

edge of Nuneaton; 
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• It is part of the landscape where hedgerows have been removed for intensified arable 

agriculture and as such does not appear as ‘compartmentalised’ as other parts, with 

limited ‘filtering’ of views across it; 

• The eastern boundary, along Change Brook, is more enclosed by virtue of the mature 

riparian vegetation along it; 

• In contrast, the western boundary is more open to Higham Lane and land further to 

the west; 

• More open views of the site are generally confined to the A5 corridor, with both 

pedestrian (pavement) but mainly transient visual receptors travelling at speed; 

• These A5 views vary, dependent upon the presence of the hedgerow and associated 

vegetation along the northern site boundary; 

• Further east and west along the A5, there are some limited filtered views of the site; 

• From the north, there are filtered glimpsed views of parts of the site behind the ribbon 

development along the A5 to a greater or lesser extent; 

• The majority of views of the site are generally influenced by the existing urban edge 

of Nuneaton to a greater or lesser extent;  

• The ribbon development on thee A5 opposite the site serves to dilute the prospect of 

rural isolation or tranquillity; and 

• Generally, the landscape composition of the site is simple, with features generally 

limited to the site boundaries. 

Constraints and Opportunities 

5.11 Taking into account the contextual and site-specific analysis, prior to summarising the 

constraints and opportunities, it is worth considering this analysis in respect of what it 

means in terms of the role of the site within the “landscape buffer”. 

Role of the Site within the Landscape Buffer 

5.12 In the detailed analysis of the overall area of land within which the site and its context 

lie, the ‘rural’ nature of this part of the A5, together with views southwards, are 

recognised as part of its relative ‘sensitivity’.  This section of the A5 (broadly between 
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Caldecote and Hinckley) passes generally through ‘undeveloped countryside’, is however 

characterised by frequent urbanising influences along this section of the route (including 

both residential and commercial development along the northern and, to a lesser extent, 

southern, sides of the road).  With specific reference to that part of the A5 directly north 

of the site, the existing ribbon development on the northern side of the carriageway 

diminishes the ‘rural’ prospect. 

 

5.13 With respect to views, the analysis noted that it was views south from the A5 that added 

to the sensitivity of the landscape within the buffer.  This is noted, but must be balanced 

with the fact that this would be enhanced by views northwards as well as southwards.  

Such views northwards do not exist adjacent to the site.  There are some views south 

from the A5 corridor across the site to the edge of Nuneaton with some depth, however 

this is not consistent across the entire length of the site boundary, as vegetaton along it 

together with that on the southern boundary serve to reduce and screen/filter these 

views.     

 

5.14 These points must also be considered in the context of the main visual receptor in this 

instance, would be a vehicle travelling at speed along the A5, as opposed to pedestrians 

walking along a public footpath in the open countryside.  The ‘sensitivity’ of the fomer is 

considered to be much reduced in comparison to the latter.  

 

5.15  Whilst the landscape on the site itself is generally consistent with local character, it has 

never retained any form of landscape (or other) amenity designation, and has never been 

identified for review as such.  Its ‘sensitivity’ is relative to other areas of adjacent land in 

the context of its value and susceptibility in terms of residential development – not in 

relation to more overarching merit such as landscape and visual amenity value that has 

been formerly recognised. 

 

5.16 With respect to concern over the potential for colescence between Nuneaton and 

Hinckley, the site is set, physically, in excess of one kilometre west from the junction of 

the Long Shoot. As such it is unlikley to contribute to the protection of separation between 

the two overall settlements (in essence, development on it would not ‘close’ the gap 

between settlements). 
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Constraints 

5.17 Constraints for the site and its context are considered to be: 

• Its location within (draft) Policy HSG1 as part of a “landscape buffer”; 

• Proximity to the A5 re noise; and 

• The need to balance development with a comprehensive and robust landscape design 

along the A5 corridor.  

Opportunities 

5.18 Opportunities for the site and its context are considered to be: 

• The absence of any specific landscape or any other related amenity planning 

designation; 

• The limited role the site plays within thee “landscape buffer”; 

• Its relatively simple landscape composition; 

• Its location within a landscape influenced by the ‘urban fringe’ with a diluted prospect 

of rural isolation; and 

• The potential for landscape replenishment of the former hedgerow network, and 

enhancement of the Change Brook corridor to create overall landscape and 

biodiversity enhancement.  

 

5.19 All this is illustrated on Figure 6: Landscape and Visual Analysis. 

Landscape Strategy Components 

5.20 In response to the constraints, opportunities and likely impacts, the following components 

of the landscape strategy have been incorporated into the proposed development. 

 

Development envelope and layout 

 

5.21 The development envelope for the proposed development has been informed by the site 

analysis and pays particular attention to a number of landscape related constraints and 

opportunities. These include the proximity of the A5 highways corridor; the proposed 

layout of the adjacent planning application for residential development to the south; and 

the potential to replenish the former hedgerow infrastructure across the site.  
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5.22 The proposed residential development envelope has been landscape and visually led in 

terms of its extent and location on the site.  The northern boundary has been set back 

from the A5 to retain a sense of depth and scale in the context of the field enclosures 

that form part of the local landscape character, and follows a deliberately articulated edge 

which reflects the character of the overall northern edge of the (draft) HSG1 policy (see 

Figures 1 and 6).    

 

5.23 The development envelope is also sub-divided into three overall parts, to both make 

reference to the proposed layout on the Persimmon site directly to the south, and 

encourage “green links” from the open space to the north into what will be the new urban 

edge of Nuneaton, and also to reintroduce the original hedgerow infrastructure across 

the site. 

 

5.24 The historic OS base maps (see Plate 1) indicate that two hedgerow alignments have 

been removed from the site following agricultural intensification. It is proposed to 

reintroduce these hedgerows, which effectively breaks the envelope down into three 

overall parts. As such, the overall extent of the development will not appear as a ‘single 

mass’ – it will be broken up by Green Infrastructure (GI), and this strategy will be further 

supported by the articulation of the northern edge of the envelope. 

 

5.25 The setting of Change Brook is recognised with a set-back from the water course and the 

enhancement of this corridor with a ‘cluster’ of balancing ponds as part of the surface 

water drainage strategy.  

 

5.26 In terms of landscape resources (features), those on site are neither rare nor complex, 

and the vast majority are confined to the boundary hedgerow network. As such their 

retention, integration and enhancement into the proposed development is 

straightforward, including the single mature Oak tree and the field pond and associated 

vegetation.  

5.27 This approach places limits on the spatial extent of built form and ensures that the design 

process considers the specific constraints and opportunities of the site and surrounding 

context and addresses these. This in turn promotes a better quality of design, avoids or 

minimised impacts, and enables a scheme to develop in a way that responds to local 

landscape character.  
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5.28 Consequently, with respect to the retention of a “buffer” between the urban edge and the 

A5, the northern alignment of the development envelope is set a good distance back from 

the A5 corridor, leaving a depth of retained open farmland, that encloses a development 

envelope that is ‘articulated’ in terms of its alignment and form, and which would appear 

as three ‘clusters’ of development, tapered to extend the depth of retained open farmland 

towards the east near Change Brook.   

 
5.29 As such, north of the envelope boundary there is still a material and functional depth of 

retained open agricultural landscape between it and the A5 corridor. It is considered that 

this physical depth, in combination with the gently sloping topography and replenished 

hedgerow infrastructure will offer a suitable landscape setting for this small section of the 

A5, where a clear ‘gap’ between the A5 and the proposed development edge will be 

retained. 

 

Elements of Landscape 

5.30 Included within the overall landscape and visual strategy outlined above, set out below 

is a summary of the proposed integral parts of the landscape design that will allow the 

strategy to emerge. 

  

Existing Vegetation 

5.31 The entire perimeter (boundary) vegetation will be retained except where it would require 

removal for the proposed access on Higham Lane, where the boundary vegetation is more 

limited. Retention and reinforcement of the existing hedgerow planting infrastructure 

(specifically along Higham Lane where it is very intermittent) around the site boundaries, 

will provide a continuous presence consistent with many other field enclosures in the local 

landscape.  The existing tree planting surrounding the existing field pond in the central 

part of the site will also be retained, together with the single Oak tree, all within the open 

space areas.    

Infrastructure Planting 

5.32 Along the northern boundary of the site, adjacent to the A5 corridor, a series of carefully 

aligned woodland belts, potentially on a series of gentle landscape earth mounds, will 

provide some further physical and visual containment of the site from the A5.  Rather 

than provide a large and continuous belt of planting, which may appear inconsistent with 

the local landscape on the southern side of the A5, this approach is seen as more 



Land east of Higham Lane, Nuneaton, Warwickshire 
Richborough Estates Ltd 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
 

 

 
P16-1106 | FINAL 44  21.12.2017 

appropriate to offer a balance between enclosure and retention of views into the site 

across the depth of the proposed public open space. The location and extent of these 

short linear copse plantings is based on the current exposure of the site to the A5 e.g. 

towards the eastern end where it is particularly open, and proximity to proposed housing.   

5.33 Additional planting located along parts of the northern development envelope boundary, 

and will provide a ‘second’ layer of filtering and landscape setting to the proposed 

development.  As these elements of infrastructure planting establish and mature they will 

form a robust landscape setting, consistent with local character (and proposals for 

adjacent developments) along this edge of the overall settlement, and provide an 

enduring and permanent landscape edge to this development boundary, and the A5 

corridor, reducing the visual prominence of the built edge to provide a balanced’ setting 

where the built form is subservient to the adjacent landscape.     

Open Space, Accessibility and Permeability 

5.34 A large area of public open space, along the northern section of the site, will be created 

for both active and passive recreation, and be linked to the development along he 

replenished hedgerow corridors.  This will create a fully accessible and secure public 

access network across and between development cells, and neighbouring developments.  

With specific respect to the area of public open space, the planting strategy adjacent to 

the A5 and development envelope will not compromise the functionality of this space and 

maximise its opportunities for variety of use.  

Ecology and Biodiversity 

5.35 There are opportunities to create landscape and biodiversity enhancement, in particular 

along the Change Brook corridor, enhanced potentially with a Sustainable Urban Drainage 

Scheme (SUDS), and as part of the former hedgerow replenishment.  Wildflower 

meadows could also extend across the open spaces to the north, with all planting species 

based on the native indigenous mixes found in the area to assist in assimilating the 

development in the surrounding area on a more detailed level.  

Amenity Planting 

5.36 In addition to the public open space, Green Infrastructure links will be created across the 

development envelope, along access roads and in garden spaces to provide a pleasant 

local setting for the new development, and ensure that a balance is struck across the site 

in terms of planting, as opposed to confine it to specific corridors within the site. All these 

elements are illustrated on Figure 7: Illustrative Landscape Masterplan. 
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6 ASSESSMENT OF LANDSCAPE EFFECTS  

Overview of landscape effects 

6.1 Landscape sensitivity is a term applied to specific receptors, combining judgements on 

the value related to a landscape (i.e. the receptor) with the susceptibility of the landscape 

to the specific type of change proposed. Receptors can include specific landscape 

elements or features or may be judged at a wider scale and include landscape character 

parcels, types or areas. 

6.2 As advocated in the GLVIA3, professional judgement is used to balance analysis of value 

and susceptibility in order to determine sensitivity. Each of these aspects of the analysis 

will vary subject to the scale and detail of the assessment. 

6.3 The landscape character of the study area is documented at national/regional (county) 

and at a more local level through the Borough. The findings of these studies represent a 

thorough identification of key characteristics and overall present a generally consistent 

analysis of landscape character.  

6.4 The regional (county) level of (published) Landscape Character Assessment comprises 

the Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines, and specifically the Mease Lowlands and Estate 

Farmlands LCT (Landscape Character Type).  This is, physically and geographically, a 

large area.  As such the site and proposed development are only likely to ever have a 

negligible effect on this LCT. 

6.5 Consequently, this assessment of landscape effects focuses on the areas of landscape 

character which are defined at the Borough level, known as ‘The Anker Valley Estate 

Farmlands’ LCA (Landscape Character Area), as set out in the Nuneaton and Bedworth 

Landscape Character Assessment.  As this LCA is relatively small in scale (see section 5), 

it is also considered to comprise the ‘site and local landscape context’ level of assessment. 

Landscape sensitivity 

6.6 In order to inform judgements on value and susceptibility the following section refers to 

the baseline information (Section 3) and additional consideration of the local character in 

relation to the site and its immediate context. These judgements are then carried through 

to the analysis of landscape sensitivity. 
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Landscape value 

6.7 In LVIA, landscape value is the value attached to a potentially affected landscape. It is 

relative in relation to the different stakeholders and different parts of society that use or 

experience a landscape. Although factors such as formal designations are an important 

component when determining value, other aspects are also considered as part of the 

judgement process. These include, with reference to box 5.1 of GLVIA3, issues related 

to scenic quality; condition (of features and elements); seclusion and tranquillity; rarity; 

representativeness; conservation interest; recreation; perceptual aspects and 

association. Landscape value will vary in response to the specific landscape that is being 

considered, even where a landscape is included in the boundaries of a formal designation. 

Value of the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local Landscape Character 

6.8 This section determines the value of the defined LCA/Local Landscape relevant to the site 

and study area. The considerations and professional judgements used in determining 

value are summarised in the following table.  

Table 1: Determining landscape value 

Considerations Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local Landscape 

Landscape related 
designations and scenic 
quality 

No statutory landscape designations apply across any part of this 
LCA/Local Landscape. 

Draft Policy identifies the site as lying within a “landscape buffer” 
adjacent to the A5 corridor. 

There are no areas of ancient woodland on the site or within the 
study area.  In terms of scenic quality, the landscape is 
undulating, quite typical of an ‘ordinary’ agricultural landscape, 
with a number of ‘urbanising’ features, including highways 
infrastructure and elements of development, including settlement 
and more disperse forms. 

Condition The hedgerow pattern is strong but variable, being locally 
distinctive in part, however there are areas of arable 
intensification where hedges are well trimmed, intermittent or 
have been removed in entirety. Woodland cover is sparse over 
the core area, with tree cover confined to hedgerows and along 
stream corridors. The pattern of elements remains generally 
coherent, but there are a number of discordant elements that 
cast influence over local character.  The published Assessment 
concludes the quality and condition of the landscape to be 
moderate, and could be subject to enhancement.   

Sense of seclusion/ 
tranquillity 

Seclusion and tranquillity within the LCA/Local Landscape and 
across and around the site are very limited on the basis of the 
presence of built form, the A5 corridor, lighting, signage, noise 
and the presence of the urban edge of Nuneaton in many views. 
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Seclusion and tranquillity increase further to the north. Towards 
Higham on the Hill and beyond.     

Rarity and distinctive 
elements/representativeness 

Rare features are limited, if at all present. However, the Change 
Brook corridor and its riparian vegetation together with the 
hedgerow network represent distinctive local characteristics.   

Conservation interest Conservation interest is limited in the LCA/Local Landscape. 
There is greater opportunity for enhancement, as the Assessment 
guidelines set out. 

Recreational interest There is a public footpath network across the Study Area, but 
long-distance routes are limited.  There is no public access across 
the site.  

Associations and perceptual 
aspects 

There are no historical associations with the site and Study area; 
the A5 Watling Street is however the alignment of a former Roam 
Road, and well-advertised as such. 

6.9 On balance, the wider landscape context of the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local 

Landscape is considered to be of medium value in landscape terms. 

Landscape susceptibility 

6.10 In LVIA, landscape susceptibility is the ability of a landscape to accommodate change 

without undue consequences for the maintenance of the baseline situation. Different 

types of development can affect landscapes in different ways, therefore landscape 

susceptibility is specific to the type of development proposed (i.e. residential). 

Susceptibility of the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local Landscape  

6.11 This section determines the susceptibility of the defined LCA/Local Landscape relevant to 

the site and study area. The considerations and professional judgements used in 

determining susceptibility are summarised in the following table.  

Table 2: Determining landscape susceptibility 

Considerations Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local Landscape 

Scale of enclosure  To the east the site is enclosed by the Change Brook corridor.  In contrast 
to the west it is open across Higham Lane.  Enclosure to the north varies 
subject to the scale of the hedgerow along the A5 corridor.  To the south, 
subject to planning consent, the site will be enclosed by residential 
development.     

Nature of land use Whilst the site is currently in agricultural use (arable), there are many 
references to the proximity of the adjacent urban settlement, as well as 
development along the A5, and the influence and presence of the A5 
corridor itself.  Built form and infrastructure are common place in the 
landscape and readily apparent as such.  
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Nature of existing 
elements 

Arable agricultural practices have led to some intensification over time 
and loss of hedgerows, and in some cases over intense management of 
some hedgerows.  However, the hedgerow network is one that can, and 
does, lend itself to the generally permeable mature of a residential 
development, and could be retained and/or enhanced as such. 

Nature of existing 
features 

There are a mix of features that reflect both positively and negatively on 
the landscape, including the agricultural framework, and elements of built 
form/highways infrastructure respectively.  

6.12 It should be noted that the planning consent and following construction thereafter of the 

site directly to the south, would affect the susceptibility of the site, as it would strengthen 

the reference to existing built form considerably.  Any development to the east, across 

Callendar Farm, or to the west, across the HSG1 land, would do likewise.  

6.13 On balance, the wider landscape context of the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local 

Landscape is considered to be of low/medium susceptibility in landscape terms. 

Landscape sensitivity 

6.14 The following conclusions on sensitivity are based on the detailed description and 

justification presented in the previous sections, balancing the professional judgements 

on value and susceptibility. Following a review of the types of impact on physical 

landscape resources, the conclusions on landscape sensitivity are then taken forward to 

address the impact and effect on landscape character. 

6.15 Overall the landscape analysis has determined the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands 

LCA/Local Landscape to be of medium value and low/medium susceptibility. Therefore, 

the LCA/Local Landscape within the study area is considered to be of low/medium 

sensitivity in landscape terms. 

Landscape impacts 

Impacts on physical landscape resources 

6.16 The following section describes the predicted changes to the physical landscape elements 

and features on the site that will give rise to the subsequent perceived changes in 

landscape character. 

6.17 Construction impacts will include initial ground clearance, earthworks, demolition and 

limited clearance of existing vegetation. This will include some loss of hedgerow on 

Churchway. This process will also include the implementation of temporary measures 
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such as site hoardings, temporary fencing and vegetation/tree protection measures. The 

majority of these impacts will be temporary. 

6.18 Impacts at completion are concerned with the long-term alteration in the landscape from 

the current undeveloped context of the site to the future scenario of the proposed 

development. The built form of the proposed development will be complete and will be a 

permanent component in the landscape. 

6.19 In the long term, impacts will be associated with the influence of mitigation measures on 

landscape character. This establishes the changes to landscape character as a result of 

built development but with proposed mitigation measures fully established and 

performing their intended function. This includes infrastructure planting, as described, to 

provide physical and visual containment and a setting for the proposed development. The 

impacts are considered to be long term and not reversible. 

6.20 In terms of physical landscape resources, the direct changes will be restricted to the site. 

These will include the minimal changes to landform required for the creation of practical 

development platforms and impacts generated by the change in land use from the current 

field enclosure to residentially led development; areas of existing green infrastructure 

will be retained and enhanced and new areas of open space created (including proposed 

planting). 

6.21 Overall the physical landscape impacts are considered to be direct and will be limited to 

the extent of the site.   There will be no additional direct impacts on the wider areas 

around Nuneaton or to the wider landscape context of the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands 

LCA. 

Landscape effects 

6.22 In the context of the impacts considered above, the following sections set out an 

assessment of the likely landscape effects on the relevant LCA and on the site and its 

immediate context. 

Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local Landscape  

6.23 The degree of change to the key characteristics of the LCA/Local Landscape will be very 

limited. The impact on landscape character will generally be associated with the change 

from the existing agricultural field enclosure, located in close proximity to the existing 
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settlement edge of Nuneaton, to that of residential development contained within a 

framework of existing and new Green Infrastructure.  

6.24 Whilst the edge of the settlement will be extended to the north, the extent of the 

proposed development has been limited to provide a transition to the A5 corridor, and 

thereafter the wider area of the rural landscape to the north. The setback to the A5 will 

retain a sense of space and depth between it and the proposed development, and 

proposed planting along the A5 frontage will provide a level of containment but also serve 

to ‘frame’ views into the retained area of space.  

6.25 Provision of planting along the edge of the development envelope will provide an 

additional ‘layer’ of enclosure as well as provide a balanced setting for the proposed 

development when viewed across the open space. The reintroduction/replenishment of 

the former (north to south) alignments of hedgerow across the site, with hedgerow trees, 

will assist in providing further structure to the site and the ability to break down the 

overall mass of the development envelope.  The provision of ‘clusters’ of small ponds for 

surface water attenuation in two locations will also provide additional enhancement.  

6.26 The proposed landscape strategy for these areas also references a number of the 

guidelines for thee Anker Valley Estate Farmlands, including:  

• Enhancement of the pattern and concentration of hedgerow trees;  

• Enhancement and restoration of hedgerows through re-planting locally;  

• Enhancement of linear and small copse woodland (via the infrastructure planting);   

• Infrastructure planting that reflects the scale and form of the field patterns;  

• Application of relevant indigenous native species in the mixes (which can be carefully 

controlled at detailed design level); and 

• Enhancement of the wetland areas along streams, and the character of wooded 

streams generally – with specific reference to the Change Brook corridor.   

6.27 There will clearly be a substantial change to the site itself, as there would be with any 

similar form of development ion a green field site. This will involve the direct loss part of 

a single agricultural field enclosure, part developed for new residential development, 

together with significant open space and inherent Green Infrastructure.   

6.28 For the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local Landscape, the magnitude of impact 

within the study area will be low. Assessed alongside the low/medium sensitivity, this 

will result in a minor adverse effect. 
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7 ASSESSMENT OF VISUAL EFFECTS 

Visual sensitivity 

7.1 The sensitivity of a visual receptor is a function of the value attached to a particular view, 

balanced with the susceptibility of the visual receptor to changes in a view and/or visual 

amenity. The criteria for the sensitivity of visual receptors are set out in the detailed 

methodology (Appendix A). 

Visual impacts 

7.2 Visual impacts are considered separately to landscape impacts. For landscape impacts it 

is necessary to understand the combination of direct and indirect impacts on the 

landscape resources potentially affected by a proposed development and therefore it is 

possible to provide a description and overview of the key impacts that are likely to affect 

the study area. 

7.3 However, for visual receptors it is necessary to understand the specific, direct impacts 

on each view. Therefore, the causes of impact are considered on the basis of individual 

receptors and are set out in the following sections as an integral part of the assessment 

of visual effects. 

Visual effects 

7.4 The following section summarises the main visual impacts which are likely to be 

generated by the proposed development. This includes reference to the likely significance 

of effects on specific visual receptors. A number of representative viewpoints were 

captured during field work, conducted in March and December 2017. This fieldwork 

illustrates a point in time at the end of winter when planting infrastructure is just coming 

into leaf.  As such, it is not a mid-winter assessment, however it is not representative of 

the summer months when planting is in full leaf. These viewpoints are presented as a 

series of panoramic photos and included as Figure 5: Representative Viewpoints 1 

to 10. 

Visual impact assessment 

7.5 A detailed analysis has been completed for each of the representative viewpoints. This 

includes reference to the sensitivity of the visual receptors and the nature and degree of 

the likely changes to the view. The following table sets out the detailed visual impact 

assessment and is followed by a summary description of visual effects.  



Land east of Higham lane, Nuneaton 
Richborough Estates Ltd 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
 

 

52 
 

Table 3: Assessment of visual effects: Representative Viewpoints 1 - 8 

Viewpoint Sensitivity Description of change and nature of impact Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Completion 

Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Year 15 

VP1. View from Higham Lane, 
looking east 

 

Medium This is taken from Higham Lane, on the 
pavement, looking east across the site, from the 
eastern site boundary, just north of the proposed 
site access point. In the distance, the urban edge 
of Nuneaton is visible across the site, with the A5 
and (residential) ribbon development along it.  
The site itself appears as an open single field 
enclosure with topography falling to the east. 

Following completion, the site access road would 
be visible at short distance, together with the 
residential development.  This would be balanced 
with a view along the area of open space 
adjacent to the A5 corridor. 

In the long term, the development would still be 
readily visible at short distance, with its 
appearance softened by the establishment of 
planting along the development envelope edge.   

Mag. Very High 

Sig. Major Adverse 

 

 

 

Mag. High  

Sig. Moderate/Major 
Adverse 
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Viewpoint Sensitivity Description of change and nature of impact Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Completion 

Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Year 15 

VP2. View from Higham Lane to 
the south-west of the site, looking 
north-east 

 

Medium This is taken from Higham Lane, as it exits 
northwards from the urban edge of Nuneaton.  
The site is not visible from this location due to 
the roadside hedge (c. 2 metres high) screening 
all views of field enclosures beyond (including the 
Persimmon application site, which is directly 
south of the site itself).  

Following completion, there likely to be mid 
distance glimpses of some of the roof-scale of the 
proposed development rising just above the 
hedgerow southern edge of the development, 
extending eastwards from the existing properties 
on Higham Lane. 

In the long term, the development would still be 
visible at mid distance, with its appearance 
softened by the establishment of planting along 
and within the southern part of the development 
envelope.  

Note: If the adjacent Persimmon 
application for 453 no. units is approved, 
when constructed, it would screen all views 
of the site and proposed development. 

Mag. Medium 

Sig. Moderate Adverse 

Mag. Low/Medium. 

Sig Minor/Moderate 
Adverse  



Land east of Higham lane, Nuneaton 
Richborough Estates Ltd 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
 

 

54 
 

Viewpoint Sensitivity Description of change and nature of impact Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Completion 

Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Year 15 

VP3. View from the public 
footpath, north of Nuneaton Fields 
Farm, looking west 

 

High This is taken from a public footpath, just off the 
A5.  The site is visible through the mature 
riparian vegetation that runs along the Change 
Brook corridor on the eastern site boundary.  The 
gradually rising topography on the site to the 
west is visible through the trees.  A consequence 
of the vegetation network in this part of the study 
area is the generation of a more enclosed 
landscape.   

Built form along the A5 corridor remains visible, 
as does the existing urban edge of Nuneaton to 
the south. 

Following completion, there would be filtered 
views of the residential development on the 
southern part of the site, and filtered views of the 
open space adjacent to the A5 corridor.  

In the long term, the development would still be 
visible at mid distance, with its appearance 
softened by the establishment of planting both 
within and on the edge of the development 
envelope. 

Note: If the adjacent Persimmon 
application for 453 no. units is approved, 
when constructed, it would be visible in part 
to the south of the site. 

 

Mag. Medium 

Sig. Moderate Adverse  

Mag. Low 

Sig. Minor Adverse 
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Viewpoint Sensitivity Description of change and nature of impact Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Completion 

Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Year 15 

VP4. View from the A5, close to 
the north-eastern corner of the 
site, looking south 

Medium 

(pedestrian 
as opposed 
to vehicular 
receptor) 

This is taken from the pavement on the northern 
side of the A5 corridor, looking south.  The single 
enclosure of the site is visible at short distance, 
across a low-level section of the hedgerow along 
the A5 corridor.  Rising topography to the west 
across the site is again evident.  Again, the 
vegetation network in this part of the study area 
generates a more enclosed landscape, that is 
more open to the east across Higham Lane. 

The A5 highway corridor comprises the major 
element in the view in the immediate foreground.  

Following completion, the eastern part of the 
residential development would be visible in the 
short/mid- distance beyond the open space 
adjacent to the A5, filtered in part by the 
vegetation along the A5.  

In the long term, the development would 
generally be hidden from view behind one of the 
planting belts along the A5 frontage that would 
have established to provide a robust and 
enduring level of physical and visual 
containment.   

  

Mag. High 

Sig. Moderate/Major 
Adverse 

Mag. Negligible/Low 

Sig. Negligible/Minor 
Adverse 
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Viewpoint Sensitivity Description of change and nature of impact Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Completion 

Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Year 15 

VP5. View from. the A5, towards 
the north-western corner of the 
Site 

 

Medium 

(pedestrian 
as opposed 
to vehicular 
receptor) 

This is taken from the pavement on the northern 
side of the A5 corridor, looking south.  The 
ground plane of the site is not generally visible 
from this location, as the hedgerow along the A5 
boundary is more substantial and serves to 
enclose the site to a greater degree.   

Both the existing urban edge of Nuneaton is 
visible from this location, as is Nuneaton Fields 
Farm. 

Following completion, the upper elements, and 
roof-scape of the western section of the 
residential development would be visible in the 
short/mid distance, set back behind the open 
space.  

In the long term, the development would 
generally be hidden from view behind one of the 
planting belts along the A5 frontage that would 
have established to provide a robust and 
enduring level of physical and visual 
containment.   

 

 

Mag. High 

Sig. Moderate/Major 
Adverse 

Mag. Negligible/Low 

Sig. Negligible/Minor 
Adverse 
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Viewpoint Sensitivity Description of change and nature of impact Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Completion 

Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Year 15 

VP6. View from Nuneaton Lane, 
just south of Higham on the Hill, 
looking south 

 

Medium This is taken from the pavement on the eastern 
side of Nuneaton Lane, at slightly greater 
elevation (c. +110 metres AOD), looking south 
towards the site.  From this more elevated 
position, the hedgerow network and field 
enclosures across the landscape is more evident, 
creating a more ‘rural’ outlook. 

The western part of the site is only just visible at 
long distance on lower lying ground, beyond the 
A5 infrastructure. 

Following completion, there are likely to be 
glimpsed views of elements of the western part 
of the proposed residential development, at 
distance, and very much subservient to the scale 
of the view and the landscape infrastructure in 
the fore and mid ground. 

In the long term, the establishment and maturity 
of the northern boundary infrastructure planting 
would serve to screen and visually contain the 
development. 

Mag. Negligible 

Sig. Negligible adverse 

Mag. Negligible 

Sig. Neutral 
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Viewpoint Sensitivity Description of change and nature of impact Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Completion 

Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Year 15 

VP7. View from the public 
footpath leading south from 
Higham on the Hill, looking south 

High This is taken from the public footpath just south 
of Higham on the Hill, again at greater elevation 
(c. +106 metres AOD).  From this more elevated 
position, at greater distance from the site, the 
local landscape again appears more rural.  
Commercial development along the A5 corridor 
is visible in the mid/long distance, and the urban 
edge of Nuneaton is visible beyond that.  

Following completion, there are likely to be 
glimpsed views of elements of the eastern part 
of the proposed residential development, at 
distance, and very much subservient to the scale 
of the view and the landscape infrastructure in 
the fore and mid ground. 

 

Mag. Negligible 

Sig. Negligible/adverse 

Mag. Negligible 

Sig. Neutral 

VP8. View from Barr Lane to the 
east of Higham on the Hill, looking 
south. 

Medium/High This is taken from Barr Lane, at one of the 
highest points in the locality east of Higham on 
the Hill (c. +116 metres AOD).  Again, form this 
location the landscape appears more rural with 
the occasional element of built form, and a wide- 
open expanse of pastoral field enclosures, 
hedgerows and hedgerow trees. 

Because of the form of the topography as it falls 
to the south, it serves to screen the site and the 
A5 corridor.  The urban infrastructure of 
Nuneaton is visible in the distance. 

Mag. Nil 

Sig. Nil 

Mag. Nil 

Sig. Nil 
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Viewpoint Sensitivity Description of change and nature of impact Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Completion 

Magnitude and 
significance of effects 

Year 15 

VP’s 9 and 10. Views from the 
public footpath leading south from 
Higham on the Hill, towards the 
A5, looking south 

High These two views are representative of the visual 
experience travelling south on the public 
footpath that leads down from Higham on the Hill 
to the A5 corridor.  Views of the site are generally 
screened by intervening landscape features 
(trees and hedgerows) and built form along the 
A5 corridor, including some larger 
industrial/commercial premises.  As such there 
are only glimpses of the site 

Following completion, there are likely to be 
glimpsed views of elements of the proposed 
residential development, at various distances, 
and again very much subservient to the scale of 
the view and the landscape infrastructure in the 
fore and mid ground.  Closer to the site (view 10) 
the development along the A5 plays a more 
prominent role. 

 

Mag. Negligible 

Sig. Negligible/adverse 

Mag. Negligible 

Sig. Neutral 
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Overview of visual effects 

7.6 The following section provides an overview of visual effects.  

Views from the public right of way network  

7.7 Views from the public right of way network are generally limited. There is short/mid 

distance, filtered view from the east as a public footpath extends south from the A5 

corridor, however the site, and the proposed development will be seen beyond the mature 

vegetation along the Change Brook corridor (view 3), for a very short stretch of this 

footpath corridor only.  

7.8 To the north, views from the public footpath network that extends northwards from the 

A5 up towards Higham on the Hill are also limited.  The visual experience travelling south 

along this public footpath remains a rural one, with the various combinations of 

topographical change (soft folds and ridges), intervening landscape features and built 

form serve to generally screen views of the site (views 7, 9 and 10).  Further up the 

slope, east of Higham on the Hill, the most locally elevated topography then flattens out, 

and as such it serves to screen the Site (and A5 corridor) from view, projecting views to 

a greater distance across the wider urban area of Nuneaton (view 8).  

Views from the settlement and adjacent neighbours  

7.9 There are views from the A5 corridor on to the site, which vary dependent upon location 

and the extent of hedgerow vegetation along the A5.  There will be open views across 

the site from the private residencies (typically first floor windows) that extend in ‘ribbon’ 

format along the A5, directly opposite the site.  

7.10 There are also likely to be more distant views from the rear first floor windows of the 

private residencies to the south of the site, on the northern side of Milby Drive, and also 

views from the first-floor rear windows of the private residencies on Higham Lane, directly 

south-west of the site. 

7.11 Further north, there may be some glimpsed views of the site from private residencies on 

the southern edge of Higham on the Hill.   

Views from the local road network  

7.12 There are views across the site from the A5 corridor; these are two types: either 

pedestrians using the pavement on the northern side of the road; or vehicular users.  
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With regard to the former, the view into and across the site varies.  Where the hedgerow 

vegetation is more substantial, views are limited (view 5); alternatively where it is more 

limited, views are more open (view 4) – this relative change in exposure of the site to 

the A5 has cast influence on the layout of the proposed linear copses along the northern 

site boundary. 

7.13 There are also some views towards the site from stretches of the A5 just to the east and 

west of the site, however, these are generally filtered by roadside vegetation. 

7.14 There are also open views from Higham Lane directly east of the site, looking west across 

it.  Further south down Higham Lane, views are more limited as the eastern roadside 

hedgerow is currently managed to a height of c. 2 metres and as such, curtails views 

north-eastwards towards the site. 

7.15 Views form Nuneaton Lane, further to the north up towards Higham on the Hill, are 

limited, with the site typically screened/filtered by intervening landscape features and/or 

built form along the A5.  

Summary of visual effects 

7.16 Overall, visual effects will be localised and limited. The greatest impacts will be from 

residences adjacent to the site along the A5 corridor, and from the A5 corridor itself, 

however the vast majority of visual receptors here are transient ones (vehicular) typically 

travelling at speed. 

7.17 Visual effects form the highest sensitivity receptors, public footpaths in the open 

countryside, are limited, as there are relatively few vantage points on the network, and 

the combinations of topography and intervening landscape features serve to curtail of 

filter views. 

7.18 In many views of the site form these receptor points, where the site forms a major 

component in the view, this is typically in combination with a number of ‘urbanising’ 

features, not least of all the lit A5 corridor, together with, from some locations views of 

development along the A5 and also development on the existing urban edge of Nuneaton. 

7.19 Given the potentially emerging baseline, the presence of greater extents of modern 

residential development in a number of these views, in particular the short distance ones, 

will serve to increase the presence of the urban edge and associated urbanising features. 
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8 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

Overview 

8.1 This Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) has been prepared to determine 

the likely effects of the proposed development of land to the east of Higham Lane, 

Nuneaton, Warwickshire. The LVIA has addressed the following landscape resources and 

visual receptors: 

• Landscape character, including physical landscape elements and features; and 

• Views and visual amenity experienced by residents, recreational users (including 

visitors and tourists) and road users. 

8.2 The LVIA identifies the key constraints and opportunities present in the site and 

surrounding landscape, and also the nature of the likely impacts that may arise from the 

proposed development. The LVIA has analysed the baseline information in the context of 

the proposed development and has informed the proposals for landscape mitigation. 

8.3 The site is located adjacent to the A5 corridor, and in close proximity to the northern 

residential edge of Nuneaton.  Directly to the south, west and east the land is currently 

subject to planning applications that total c.  3000 residential units, with more residential 

development further to the west. As such, the landscape and visual baseline is likely to 

be subject to change in due course. 

8.4 HSG remains a (draft) Policy in the Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Plan (Publication 

Version, 2017), and the site lies outside extent of that policy area, and is located within 

an area identified as a “landscape buffer” between the proposed extent of future 

development and the A5 corridor. This LVIA has considered the history of that buffer, 

and the role that the site plays within it as part of the Impact Assessment. 

Landscape Character 

8.5 Landscape character has been addressed by reference to the Nuneaton and Bedworth 

Landscape Character Assessment (2012). The site is located within Anker valley Estate 

Farmlands, as set out in that document.  The site and its context display a number of key 

characteristics as identified in the Assessment, and display signs of change, in particular 

where the hedgerow infrastructure has been removed over time, including on the site 

itself.   
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8.6 The proposed development will result in a nominal extension to the existing urban area, 

and retains a large area of open space between the proposed development envelope on 

the site, and the A5 corridor, the scale of which is considered to be commensurate with 

an acceptable set back from the A5 corridor.   

8.7 The landscape impacts result from direct changes, which are limited to parts of the site 

area, and associated with the change from the existing single agricultural enclosure, to 

that of a residentially led development. These physical impacts include the displacement 

of part of a large agricultural field with built form; displacement of a small part of 

hedgerow along Higham Lane to facilitate access; balanced with the provision of a 

comprehensive landscape and Green Infrastructure strategy and design which seeks to 

include a number of landscape elements consistent with local landscape character, 

together with enhancements that align with the guidelines set out in the Assessment for 

the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands.    

8.8 The assessment of impacts on landscape character has determined that the significance 

of effect on the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands LCA/Local Landscape to be minor adverse.  

Visual Amenity 

8.9 A detailed analysis has been completed for a range of representative viewpoints, including 

reference to the sensitivity of the visual receptors and the nature and degree of the likely 

changes to the view.  

8.10 The nature of visual impacts is heavily influenced by the limited extent of the visual 

envelope and the containment of the site adjacent to this part of the settlement edge, 

including the vegetation network and the local topography.  

8.11 Overall, for the majority of views, the inherent mitigation for the scheme, incorporating 

green infrastructure and open space (along with strategic landscape planting) is likely to 

be successful in mitigating impacts in the longer term (once established).  

8.12 The assessment of impacts on visual amenity has determined that the significance of 

effect to range from negligible adverse to major adverse, the latter where views are in 

close proximity to the site, and which would typically be the conclusion for many similar 

development scenarios. 
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Conclusion 

8.13 Overall, the proposed development will result in limited impacts at a localised level. The 

scale and form of proposed development is likely to result in impacts which are limited 

to the site area and its immediate context only. Such proposals are seen in the context 

of the existing settlement edge of Nuneaton and the A5 corridor and its associated 

development. 

8.14 A range of landscape and visual receptors have been tested and impacts have been 

identified for both landscape character and for visual receptors. This includes an iterative 

process whereby potential impacts have informed the landscape strategy for the site and 

mitigation has become ingrained in the proposed development. The residual impacts 

identified as part of this process highlight that the greater degree of impact relates to the 

site and to a very localised immediately adjacent to the site; the effect on potential 

receptor groups in the wider landscape context is generally very limited. Furthermore, 

the proposals for green infrastructure and landscaping will deliver some enhancements 

in terms of the physical landscape resources.  

8.15 Given the limited adverse effects and the context of the site, the proposed development 

and effects are considered to be acceptable in landscape and visual terms. 
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Appendix A: Landscape and visual effects detailed 
methodology (GLVIA3) 
1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This assessment aims to determine the likely effects of the proposed development on 

the existing landscape and visual receptors in the study area. The following landscape 

resources and visual receptors have been addressed: 

• Physical landscape features and elements; 

• Landscape character; and 

• Views and visual amenity experienced by residents, recreational users (including 

visitors and tourists) and road users. 

1.2 This assessment details the impacts that may result as a consequence of the proposed 

development and considers the likely significance of effect arising as a result. 

2. APPROACH 

2.1  The approach and methodology used for this assessment has been developed in 

accordance with the guidance in the following documents: 

• Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment 

(April 2013) Guidelines for Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition; 

• Natural England (October 2014) An Approach to Landscape Character Assessment; 

and 

• Landscape Institute Advice Note 1/11 Photography and Photomontages Guidance. 

2.2 The overall approach to the identification and assessment of landscape and visual effects 

is summarised as follows: 

• determining the scope of the assessment;  

• collating baseline information for landscape and visual receptors, including 

completing desk study research and undertaking field based survey work; 

• review the proposed development and identify and describe the likely impacts of 

the proposed development (enabling specific judgments to be made on sensitivity 

of landscape and visual receptors); 

• establish the sensitivity of landscape and visual receptors (balancing judgments on 

susceptibility and value); 
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• determine the magnitude of impacts (balancing judgments on size / scale, duration 

and reversibility); 

• the assessment of the likely significance of landscape and visual effects through a 

balanced approach and clear description of judgments on sensitivity and 

magnitude; and 

• the identification of measures to avoid or remedy impacts and the subsequent re-

assessment of likely effects. 

2.3 The following sections provide further detail on this approach. 

Determining the Scope of Assessment 

Spatial Scope 

2.4 The spatial scope for the assessment has been determined by a two staged approach. 

Firstly, a ‘preliminary study area’ is identified. This is based on the wider setting and 

context of the site and sets the broad parameters for collation of baseline information; 

this scope also accounts for the potential effects that will be generated by the proposed 

development. 

2.5 In order to focus on the key sensitive receptors and likely effects the spatial scope of the 

preliminary study area is then refined through the initial stages of the assessment (i.e. 

desk study and field survey work). 

2.6 The visual envelope of the site has been considered through desk top analysis of 

topographical data combined with field surveys to investigate visual enclosure arising 

from landform, vegetation and built form. 

Collating Baseline Information 

2.7 In order to a capture a comprehensive description of the baseline position for landscape 

and visual receptors, information has been collated using desk study and field survey 

work. These processes include reference to published landscape character studies and a 

range of views and visual receptor types. 

Desk Study 

2.7 The desk study has identified potentially sensitive landscape resources by reference to 

OS maps and existing published landscape character studies, relevant planning policy 

guidance and/or designated or protected views. This stage has also enabled the 

identification of potential visual receptors such as public rights of way (PROW), residential 

properties or designated areas. 
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Field Survey 

2.8 Detailed field survey work for this LVIA has further identified landscape elements and 

features that contribute to the landscape character of the area and visual receptors that 

will have potential views of the site. 

2.9 A series of representative photographs were taken during the field work. The photographs 

were taken with a digital camera with a 50mm lens (equivalent focal length). These are 

presented as a series of panoramic viewpoints included to illustrate landscape character 

in the area and also as specific representative viewpoints. These have been used to inform 

the assessment of both landscape and visual impacts.  Field work was carried out in 

Marcfch2017, and again in December 2017. 

Assessment of Effects 

2.10 Having established the relevant baseline position the assessment process then completes 

the following specific stages: 

• Evaluate the sensitivity of the landscape receptors and visual receptors, specifically 

in response to the type of proposed development (sensitivity of landscape resources 

is not standard and depends on the nature and type of development proposed); 

• Identify the potential magnitude of impact on the physical landscape, on landscape 

character and on visual receptors; and 

• Combine professional judgments on the nature of the receptor (sensitivity) and the 

nature of the change or impact (magnitude) to arrive at a clear and transparent 

judgment of significance. 

2.11 For both landscape and visual effects, the final conclusions on significance are based on 

the combination of sensitivity and magnitude. The overall judgment on significance is 

based on the combination of each of the criteria. The rationale for the balance and 

justification for each judgement is expressed in the detailed analysis. 

2.12 To draw a distinction between different levels of significance, a scale for the degrees of 

significance, along with criteria and definitions, have been developed. These provide a 

structure for making judgements which are clear and objective. However, it is necessary 

to remember that landscapes and interactions in the landscape are both complex and 

subtle; as such an element of subjectivity remains. No landscape will fit wholly into any 

one definition and to try would require extensive and complex criterion. 
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2.13 Therefore, professional judgements draw in conclusions in respect of sensitivity, 

magnitude and significance are fully and clearly described by the detailed written 

analysis presented in the LVIA, supported by descriptive thresholds and criteria for each 

of these stages in relation to landscape impacts and, separately, visual impacts are set 

out in the following sections. 

3. ASSESSMENT OF LANDSCAPE EFFECTS 

Overview of landscape sensitivity 

3.1 Although landscape has some intrinsic sensitivity, different landscape receptors have 

different elements and features that can accommodate a variety of development types.  

3.2 To reliably inform detailed assessment of impacts, landscape sensitivity needs to be 

determined with reference to the changes arising from the specific type of development 

in question. Therefore, landscape sensitivity is assessed combining judgements on the 

value attached to a landscape and the susceptibility to the type of change and nature of 

the development proposed. 

Landscape value 

3.3 Landscape value is the relative value attached to a potentially affected landscape. 

Landscape value will vary in relation to the different stakeholders and different parts of 

society that use or experience a landscape.  

3.4 Landscape value is not solely indicated by the presence of formal designations and a 

range of factors influence landscape value. Factors that have been considered in making 

judgements on landscape value include designations (both national and local), local 

planning documents, status of features (e.g. TPO’s or Conservation Areas) and local 

community and interests (for example local green spaces, village greens or allotments). 

Landscape value will vary in response to the specific landscape that is being considered 

in relation to its condition, sense of seclusion or isolation, the presence or absence of 

detracting features and the presence or absence of rare or distinctive elements and 

features and to what degree these form key characteristics. 

3.5 The following table sets out the criteria that have been considered for determining 

landscape value. These are informed by the factors identified in Box 5.1 of the GLVIA31. 

                                                           
1 Page 84, Landscape Institute and Institute of Environmental Management and Assessment (April 2013) Guidelines for 
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 3rd Edition 
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Table 1: Criteria for landscape value 

Value Criteria 

High Designated areas at an International or National level (including, but not 
limited to, World Heritage Site, National Parks, AONB’s) and also 
considered an important component of the country’s character, 
experienced by high numbers of tourists. 

Landscape condition is good and components are generally regularly 
maintained to a high standard. 

Rare or distinctive elements and features are a key component that 
contribute to the character of the area. 

In terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, traffic and movement, light 
pollution and presence / absence of major infrastructure, the landscape 
has an elevated level of tranquillity. 

Extensive and promoted opportunities are available for recreation within 
the landscape.  

 

Medium Designated areas at a Regional or County level (including, but not 
limited to, green belt, regional scale parks, designated as open space or 
a Conservation Area in local planning documents) and also considered a 
distinctive component or the region/county character experienced by a 
large proportion of its population. 

Landscape condition is fair and components are generally relatively well 
maintained. 

Rare or distinctive elements and features are a notable component that 
contribute to the character of the area.  

In terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, traffic and movement, light 
pollution and presence / absence of major infrastructure, the landscape 
has moderate levels of tranquillity. 

Opportunities are available for recreation within the landscape, some of 
which is incidental. 
 

Low No formal designations but a landscape of local relevance (including, but 
not limited to, public or semi-public open spaces, village greens or 
allotments) and also green infrastructure and open paces within 
residential areas likely to be visited and valued by the local community. 

Landscape condition is poor and components are generally poorly 
maintained or damaged. 

Rare or distinctive elements and features are not a notable component 
that contribute to the character of the area.  

In terms of seclusion, enclosure by land use, traffic and movement, light 
pollution and presence / absence of major infrastructure, the landscape 
has limited levels of tranquillity. 

There are few/no opportunities for recreation within the landscape. 
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Landscape susceptibility 

3.6 The second component of landscape sensitivity relates to susceptibility. Landscape 

susceptibility to change is the ability of a landscape to accommodate change without 

undue consequences for the maintenance of the baseline situation. In this context, the 

term landscape receptors can be expanded to cover character areas, particular landscape 

character types or an individual landscape element or feature. Landscape susceptibility 

will vary in response to the specific landscape that is being considered and to the nature 

or type of change that may occur.  

3.7 The following table sets out the criteria that have been considered for determining 

landscape susceptibility. 

Table 2: Criteria for landscape susceptibility 

Susceptibility Criteria 

High Scale of enclosure – landscapes with a low capacity to accommodate 
the type of development proposed due to the interactions of 
topography, vegetation cover and built form. 

Nature of land use – landscapes with no or very little existing reference 
or context to the type of proposed development. 

Nature of existing elements – landscapes with components that are not 
easily replaced or substituted (e.g. ancient woodland, mature trees, 
historic parkland). 

Nature of existing features – landscapes where detracting features or 
major infrastructure is not present or where these are present but their 
influence on the landscape is limited.  

Medium Scale of enclosure – landscapes with a medium capacity to 
accommodate the type of development proposed due to the 
interactions of topography, vegetation cover and built form. 

Nature of land use – landscapes with some existing reference or 
context to the type of proposed development. 

Nature of existing elements – landscapes with components that are 
easily replaced or substituted. 

Nature of existing features – landscapes where detracting features or 
major infrastructure is present and the influence of these on the 
landscape is noticeable.  
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Susceptibility Criteria 

Low Scale of enclosure – landscapes with a high capacity to accommodate 
the type of development proposed due to the interactions of 
topography, vegetation cover and built form. 

Nature of land use – landscapes with extensive existing reference or 
context to the type of proposed development. 

Nature of existing elements – landscapes with components that are 
easily replaced or substituted, or where there are few/no existing 
elements present (e.g. cleared brownfield sites). 

Nature of existing features – landscapes where detracting features or 
major infrastructure is present and the influence of these on the 
landscape is dominant. 

Landscape sensitivity 

3.8 Landscape sensitivity is a term applied to specific receptors, combining judgements of 

the susceptibility of the receptor to the specific type of change or development proposed 

and the value related to that receptor. Receptors can include specific elements or features 

or may be judged at a wider scale and include landscape character parcels, types or 

areas. 

3.9 Having considered in detail the contributing factors to landscape value and the 

susceptibility of the site and surrounding area to the type of the development proposed, 

conclusions on landscape sensitivity can be drawn by balancing the judgements on value 

and susceptibility. 

3.10 As advocated in the GLVIA3, professional judgement is used to balance judgements on 

value and susceptibility in order to determine sensitivity. Each of these aspects of the 

analysis will vary subject to the scale and detail of the assessment. Overall judgements 

on landscape sensitivity are subsequently described as; ‘very high’, ‘high’, ‘medium’, ‘low’ 

or ‘negligible’. 

Magnitude of landscape impacts 

3.11 The effect on landscape receptors is assessed in relation to the size or scale of impact, 

the geographical extent of the change and the duration and the reversibility of the impact. 

The magnitude of landscape effects has been assessed in accordance with the criteria set 

out in the following table. 
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Table 3: Criteria for determining magnitude of landscape impacts 

Magnitude Criteria 

Very high The size and scale of change is considered very large due to the extent 
and proportion of loss of existing landscape elements or the degree of 
alteration to aesthetic or perceptual aspects.  

The nature and scale of change to key characteristics which are critical 
to character is considered very large. 

Where the geographical extent would have a very substantial influence 
on the landscape at a regional scale, i.e. across several landscape 
character areas/types. 

Duration of impacts would be considered very long term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is not likely and in practical terms would 
be very difficult to achieve. 

High The size and scale of change is considered large due to the extent and 
proportion of loss of existing landscape elements or the degree of 
alteration to aesthetic or perceptual aspects.  

The nature and scale of change to key characteristics which are critical 
to character is considered large. 

Where the geographical extent would have a substantial influence on the 
landscape at a regional scale, i.e. across several landscape character 
areas/types. 

Duration of impacts would be considered long term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is not likely and in practical terms would 
be very difficult to achieve. 

Medium The size and scale of change is considered moderate due to the extent 
and proportion of loss of existing landscape elements or the degree of 
alteration to aesthetic or perceptual aspects.  

The nature and scale of change to key characteristics which are critical 
to character is considered moderate. 

Where the geographical extent would influence the landscape at a local 
scale, i.e. a single landscape character area/type (or potentially multiple 
areas/types where a site is located on the boundary between areas). 

Duration of impacts would be considered midterm and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is likely and in practical terms would be 
difficult to achieve. 

Low The size and scale of change is considered small due to the extent and 
proportion of loss of existing landscape elements or the degree of 
alteration to aesthetic or perceptual aspects  

The nature and scale of change to key characteristics which are critical 
to character is considered small 

Where the geographical extent would influence the landscape in the 
immediate setting of the site, i.e. limited to the influence of part of a 
single landscape character area/type 

Duration of impacts would be considered short term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is more likely and in practical terms 
would easily be achieved 
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Magnitude Criteria 

Negligible The size and scale of change is considered very small due to the extent 
and proportion of loss of existing landscape elements or the degree of 
alteration to aesthetic or perceptual aspects  

The nature and scale of change to key characteristics which are critical 
to character is considered very small 

Where the geographical extent would substantially influence the 
landscape of the site only  

Duration of impacts would be considered very short term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is very likely or committed and in 
practical terms would very easily be achieved 

3.12 These judgements are then taken forward to an assessment of the significance of 

landscape effects. 

4. ASSESSMENT OF VISUAL EFFECTS 

4.1 Visual receptors include a particular person or groups of people likely to be affected at a 

specific viewpoint or series of viewpoints. 

Visual sensitivity 

4.2 Sensitivity of visual receptors is determined through balancing judgements on the value 

attached to a particular view against the receptors susceptibility to change in a view or 

visual amenity. Given the need to address the specific issues of the proposed 

development these factors in the context of visual sensitivity are considered as part of 

the assessment of visual effects. 

4.3 The value attached to a view includes recognition of value through formal designations 

(for example planning designations or heritage assets), indicators of value attached to 

views by visitors (for example inclusion on maps/guide books, provision of facilities, 

presence of interpretation). 

4.4 For example views of higher value are likely to be from designated landscapes where the 

condition or scenic quality of the view is higher and where distinctive elements or features 

form a prominent part of a view; views of lower value are likely to be from area of 

landscapes where the condition and scenic quality of the view is poorer, where there is 

no reference to distinctive elements or features and where detracting features are 

prominent in the view.  

4.5 The susceptibility of different visual receptors to changes in views and visual amenity is 

judged based on the activity of people experiencing the view at any given time or location 
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and the extent to which their attention would be focused on the view and visual amenity 

rather than on the activity being undertaken. 

4.6 For example, views more susceptible to change are likely to be permanent views, in 

unenclosed or elevated positions in the landscape and where the landscape forms a 

primary focus for the activity of the receptor; views less susceptible to change are likely 

to be transient or temporary views, located in enclosed areas of the landscape where the 

landscape is a secondary focus or consideration to the activity of the receptor. 

4.7 The following table sets out the definitions of sensitivity for different visual receptors.  

Table 4: Criteria for visual sensitivity 

Sensitivity Definition 

Very high Designated or protected views or views from publically accessible 
locations in protected landscapes 

Tourists and visitors to heritage assets, or other attractions, where 
views of the surroundings are an important contributor to the 
experience and visit 

High Occupiers of residential properties 

People who are engaged in outdoor recreation whose attention is likely 
to be focussed on the landscape 

People travelling through the landscape on roads, rail or other transport 
routes where this involves recognised scenic routes and an awareness of 
views and visual amenity 

Medium People travelling more generally through the landscape on roads, rail or 
other transport routes 

People staying in hotels and healthcare institutions 

People at work and in educational institutions where visual amenity is an 
important contributor to the setting and quality of working life 

Low People at work and in educational institutions where the visual setting is 
not important to the quality of working life 

People engaged in formal sports where the visual setting may play a role 
but attention is focused on the activity 

Views from publically accessible locations in degraded landscapes 

 

4.8 It should be noted that as professional judgement is applied to the balance of value and 

susceptibility of visual receptors, there may be some instances where a typical receptor 

is defined a different degree of sensitivity to the guidance included in the table, above. 
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Magnitude of visual impacts 

4.9 The effect on visual receptors is also assessed in relation to the size or scale of change, 

the geographical extent of the change, the duration of the change and the reversibility of 

the impact. The magnitude of visual impacts has been assessed in accordance with the 

criteria set out in the following table. 

Table 5: Criteria for determining magnitude of visual impacts 

Magnitude Criteria 

Very High The size and scale of change is considered very substantial due to the 
extent of loss, addition or alteration of features, the changes to the 
composition of the view including the proportion of the view occupied by 
the proposal, the degree of contrast and the nature of the experience  

The geographical extent in relation to the angle, distance and proportion 
of visibility is considered as very extensive 

Duration of impacts would be considered long term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is not likely and in practical terms would 
not be achievable 

Alteration in very close proximity 

High The size and scale of change is considered substantial due to the extent 
of loss, addition or alteration of features, the changes to the composition 
of the view including the proportion of the view occupied by the 
proposal, the degree of contrast and the nature of the experience  

The geographical extent in relation to the angle, distance and proportion 
of visibility is considered as extensive 

Duration of impacts would be considered long term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is not likely and in practical terms would 
be very difficult to achieve 

Alteration in close proximity 

Medium The size and scale of change is considered fair due to the extent of loss, 
addition or alteration of features, the changes to the composition of the 
view including the proportion of the view occupied by the proposal, the 
degree of contrast and the nature of the experience  

The geographical extent in relation to the angle, distance and proportion 
of visibility is considered as small or intermediate 

Duration of impacts would be considered medium term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is likely and in practical terms would be 
difficult to achieve 
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Magnitude Criteria 

Low The size and scale of change is considered small due to the extent of 
loss, addition or alteration of features, the changes to the composition of 
the view including the proportion of the view occupied by the proposal, 
the degree of contrast and the nature of the experience  

The geographical extent in relation to the angle, distance and proportion 
of visibility is considered as limited 

Duration of impacts would be considered short term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is very likely and in practical terms 
would easily be achieved 

Negligible The size and scale of change is considered very small due to the extent 
of loss, addition or alteration of features, the changes to the composition 
of the view including the proportion of the view occupied by the 
proposal, the degree of contrast and the nature of the experience  

The geographical extent in relation to the angle, distance and proportion 
of visibility is considered as very limited 

Duration of impacts would be considered very short term and where the 
potential reversal of the impact is very likely or committed and in 
practical terms would very easily be achieved 

Nil There is no view of the proposed development in the view 

4.10 These judgements are then taken forward to an assessment of the significance of visual 

effects. 

5. DEFINING SIGNIFICANCE OF EFFECTS 

5.1 For both landscape and visual effects the final conclusion on the significance of an effect 

is based on the combination of sensitivity of receptor and magnitude of change (or 

impact). The rationale for the overall judgement on significance is based on the 

combination of each of the criteria individually leading to the balance and justification of 

these.  

5.2 Detailed assessment is a means of drawing together, in a systematic way, an assessment 

of the likely significant environmental effects of a proposed development; however not 

all landscape and visual effects arising will be significant.  

5.3 Determination of the significance of an effect requires the application of professional 

judgement to balance the findings in relation to the sensitivity of the receptor and the 

magnitude of the predicted impacts.  

5.4 The GLVIA3 advocate a move away from formulaic matrices and tables and encourages 

an approach using professional judgement. Analysis and consideration of value and 

susceptibility gives rise to a spectrum of judgements on sensitivity, which along with 
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magnitude inform decision making of the effects and help to determine the acceptability 

of a proposal in landscape and visual terms. 

5.5 The criteria for determining the significance of effects for landscape and visual impacts 

are set out in the following tables, below. These criteria are based on guidance provided 

by the Landscape Institute. 

Table 6: Criteria for determining significance of landscape effects 

Significance of 
Effect 

Description 

The proposed development would: 

Major Adverse 
(Negative) Effect 

Be at substantial variance with the character of the receiving 
landscape. 

Result in the total loss of a range of characteristic elements and 
features. 

Damage the sense of place. 

Moderate Adverse 
(Negative) Effect 

Be at variance or inconsistency with the character of the receiving 
landscape. 

Degrade or diminish the integrity of a range of characteristic 
elements and features. 

Detract from the sense of place. 

Minor Adverse 
(Negative) Effect 

Not quite fit the character of the receiving landscape. 

Have some variance with characteristic elements and features. 

Have a limited influence on sense of place. 

Neutral/Negligible 
Effect  

Maintain the character of the receiving landscape. 

Blend in with characteristic elements and features. 

Enable the sense of place to be retained. 

Minor Beneficial 
(Positive) Effect 

Complement the character of the receiving landscape. 

Maintain or enhance characteristic elements and features. 

Enable some sense of place to be restored. 

Moderate Beneficial 
(Positive) Effect 

Improve the character of the receiving landscape. 

Enable the restoration of characteristic elements and features 
partially lost or diminished as a result of changes from previous 
inappropriate management or development. 

Enable the sense of place to be restored. 

Major Beneficial 
(Positive) Effect 

Enhance the character of the receiving landscape. 

Enable the restoration of characteristic elements and features lost 
as a result of changes from previous inappropriate management or 
development. 

Enable the sense of place to be enhanced. 
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Table 7: Criteria for determining significance of visual effects 

Significance of 
Effect 

Description 

Major Adverse The proposed development project would cause major deterioration 
to a view from a highly sensitive receptor, and would constitute a 
major discordant element in the view. 

Moderate Adverse The proposed development would cause obvious deterioration to a 
view from a moderately sensitive receptor, perceptible damage to a 
view from a receptor of lower sensitivity or limited damage to views 
to receptors of higher sensitivity.  

Minor Adverse The proposed development would cause limited deterioration to a 
view from a moderately sensitive receptor, or cause greater 
deterioration to a view from a receptor of lower sensitivity. 

Negligible Adverse The proposed development and associated changes would be barely 
perceptible in a view. Changes will be negative (adverse) however 
this degree of change is not likely to be material and therefore no 
distinction is made. 

Neutral The change in the view would be barely perceptible or perceptible 
but would not be apparent as either a positive or negative change. 

Nil There would be no view of the proposed development. 

Negligible Beneficial The proposed development and associated changes would be barely 
perceptible in a view. Changes will be positive (beneficial) however 
this degree of change is not likely to be material and therefore no 
distinction is made. 

Minor Beneficial The proposed development would cause limited improvement to a 
view from a moderately sensitive receptor, or would cause greater 
improvement to a view from a receptor of lower sensitivity. 

Moderate Beneficial The proposed development would cause obvious improvement to a 
view from a moderately sensitive receptor, perceptible 
improvement to a view from a receptor of lower sensitivity or 
limited improvements to views to receptors of higher sensitivity. 

Major Beneficial The proposed development would lead to a major improvement in a 
view from a highly sensitive receptor. 

5.6 For both landscape and visual effects, interim categories of ‘negligible to minor’, ‘minor 

to moderate’ and ‘moderate to major’ are used where the judgements on an effect are 

determined to fit across the descriptive criteria for significance banding. 
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Viewpoint 4 View from the A5, looking south.

Camera type Nikon D3300 with 50mm lens (equivalent focal length)

Date 29th March 2017

Approx grid ref SP 38267 94079

Approx elevation +90m AOD

Distance to site c. 10m

Viewpoint 3 View from the public footpath just north of Nuneaton Fields Farm, looking west.

Camera type Nikon D3300 with 50mm lens (equivalent focal length)

Date 29th March 2017

Approx grid ref SP 38389 93980

Approx elevation +93m AOD

Distance to site c. 160m

Approximate extent of site

Existing urban edge of 
Nuneaton

Change Brook Corridor
Ribbon development on 
northern side of A5

A5 Corridor

Change Brook 
Corridor

Site Existing urban edge 
of Nuneaton 

A5 corridor Residential units on 
Higham Lane
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Viewpoint 6 View from Nuneaton Lane, looking south.

Camera type Nikon D3300 with 50mm lens (equivalent focal length)

Date 20th December 2017

Approx grid ref SP 37980 95073

Approx elevation +110m AOD

Distance to site c. 700m

Viewpoint 5 View from the A5, looking south.

Camera type Nikon D3300 with 50mm lens (equivalent focal length)

Date 29th March 2017

Approx grid ref SP 37851 94326

Approx elevation +98m AOD

Distance to site c. 10m

Approximate extent of site

Nuneaton Fields Farm

Urban edge of 
Nuneaton

Site behind hedgerow

Ribbon development on 
northern side of A5



Land west of Higham Lane, 
Nuneaton

Date       
Drawn by     
Checked by 

:  14/12/17
:  LJ
:  JP

Fig. 5: Viewpoint Photographs

Copyright Pegasus Planning Group Ltd. Crown copyright, All rights reserved. 2015. Ordnance Survey Copyright Licence number 100042093. Promap  Licence number 100020449 Pegasus accepts no liability for any use of this document other than for its original purpose, or by the original client, 
PLANNING | DESIGN | ENVIRONMENT | ECONOMICS
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Viewpoint 8 View from Bor Lane, south-east of Higham on the hill, looking south-west.

Camera type Nikon D3300 with 50mm lens (equivalent focal length)

Date 29th March 2017

Approx grid ref SP 38761 94999

Approx elevation +116m AOD

Distance to site c. 950m

Viewpoint 7 View from the public footpath south of Higham on the Hill,  looking south.

Camera type Nikon D3300 with 50mm lens (equivalent focal length)

Date 29th March 2017

Approx grid ref SP 38239 95260

Approx elevation +106m AOD

Distance to site c. 720m

Approximate extent of site

Commercial unit of A5 
opposite site

Existing urban edge of Nuneaton

Approximate location of site (not visible)Residential units on 
Bar Lane
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Viewpoint 10 View from the public footpath south of Higham on the Hill,  looking south.

Camera type Nikon D3300 with 50mm lens (equivalent focal length)

Date 20th December 2017

Approx grid ref SP 38425 94408

Approx elevation +116m AOD

Distance to site c. 950m

Viewpoint 9 View from the public footpath south of Higham on the Hill,  looking south.

Camera type Nikon D3300 with 50mm lens (equivalent focal length)

Date 20th December 2017

Approx grid ref SP 38368 94970

Approx elevation +106m AOD

Distance to site c. 720m

Approximate extent of site

Properties on Higham 
Lane

Ribbon development 
on A5

Approximate extent of site
Ribbon development on A5Buildings at Hollow 

Farm






	Appendix 2a P16-1106 Land east of Higham Lane, Nuneaton LVIA FINAL 21.12.2017
	3.19 A Publication Version of the NBBC Borough Plan has been drafted (June 2017) and published.  Relevant policies here are NE1 Green Infrastructure; and NE5 Landscape Character, the principles and thrust of which mirror those of NB15 (Green Infrastru...
	3.20 In the Publication Version there is also a (draft) Policy HSG1 – North of Nuneaton. The policy sets out a series of criteria under three sub-headings: Key Development Principles (1-19 inclusive); Form of Development (19-30 inclusive); and Landsca...
	Nuneaton and Bedworth Green Infrastructure Plan

	3.34 The Nuneaton and Bedworth Green Infrastructure Plan6F  sets out proposals for the protection and enhancement of existing green infrastructure and the provision of new green infrastructure in advance of, and alongside, future development.
	4.28 The site and study area are located in National Character Area 72: Mease/Sence Lowlands. The key characteristics of Area 72: Mease/Sence Lowlands, which are relevant to the site and study area to a greater or lesser degree, are as follows:
	4.34 At a county level, the site is located within the Mease Lowlands character area and Estate Farmlands Landscape Character Type (LCT), as identified by the Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines. The characteristic features of the Estate Farmlands LCT are:
	4.35 Rolling topography, hedged enclosures, small game coverts, hill top villages (Higham on the Hill) and winding lanes are all evident adjacent to the site and study area.
	4.36 The Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines provide management strategy guidelines for each LCT. For the Estate Farmlands, they are as follows:
	Borough Landscape Character

	4.37 At a borough level, the site and study area are located within Landscape Character Area 2: Anker Valley Estate Farmlands, as identified in the Nuneaton and Bedworth Landscape Character Assessment, part of the Land Use Designations Study. The key ...
	Landform and Hydrology
	4.38 The published assessment describes the area as:
	4.39 In relation to the quality and condition of the landscape, the published assessment identifies the Anker Valley Estate Farmlands as having a moderate strength of character. It also identifies the condition of the landscape as moderate.
	4.40 In relation to the capacity of the landscape to accommodate change, it notes that key characteristics need to be conserved; greater prominence of urban development would have a negative effect; and that any new development would need to be comple...
	4.41 A number of landscape guidelines are set out, and include reference to landscape features and built form, as follows:
	Landscape Features
	Built Form
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