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                                                                                    Matter 6 

Whitestone Residents Action Group (WRAG)  

Additional comments relating to the Inspector's issues and questions for Stage 2 of 

the hearing process. 

On behalf of the Whitestone Residents Action Group I would like to expand on 

MATTER 6 in so far as it relates to HSG3. 

Issue 1: Development principles on strategic housing sites 

Q6.1 In the Sustainablilty Appraisal policies in the Borough Plan the Council:  

Objective 2 (f) refers to improving accessibility to public transport but does not 

explain how this would fit in with current bus routes and timetables. 

Objective 4 (c) Housing options to meet the needs of the increasing number of older 

people in the Borough. We can find no definite figures to highlight this issue is being 

dealt with. There appears to be no reference to the numbers of housing types such 

as bungalows which appears to be absolutely minimal across all developments. The 

plan would need some valid statistics to make this objective a reality. 

Objective 6 To create healthy, safe and strong communities by (a) creating and 

improving networks that increase opportunities to walk and cycle to a range of 

facilities  (b) enabling access to a range of high quality open spaces. Although the 

introduction of cycleways will help a little there is nothing that really meets these 

objectives in terms of real open spaces which can provide good exercise. 

 Issue 2: Are the Strategic Housing sites in Nuneaton justified, effective and 

consistent with national policy? 

Q6,4 

 We do not have a precise grading for this land but it is currently arable land but has 

been used for sheep in the past. 

Q6.6 

There does not appear to be any definite infrastructure projects in place to support 

this development.  

Transport - Everyone is aware of the additional traffic problems that will be presented 

by this proposed development.. The only traffic modelling report we could see was in 

2016 which did not seem to cover Whitestone. The Borough Plan acknowledges that 

there is a significant traffic problem in Whitestone. Here the problem is likely to relate 



to Gipsy Lane and the Griff roundabout access. We cannot comment on any definite 

effects until details of any schemes are available. 

 Public transport comments have no real meaning at this stage. 

Education - The lack of school places, which is already a major problem in 

Whitestone, is dealt with in the HSG3 Policy by stating that developers will have to 

contribute financially to assist with that issue. There is no specific plan which informs 

about numbers and costs measured against funding. We do not know if it is viable to 

fund this problem this way.  

Health - Similarly the Plan states that medical facilities will be provided but there are 

no figures to show how demand will be met. Again there is nothing in place to show 

that it will definitely occur. 

The council should carry out a more detailed study of the infrastructure issues and 

produce positive solutions before allocating Green Belt land for development. 

Q6.7 

The key will be the access to the A444 which is already a very busy junction. The 

policies indicate that some road improvements will be happening but we cannot see 

the details in order to comment on their effectiveness. 

PS - many of the above points are replicated in more detail in our statement about 

HSG9. 


