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NOTES 

To be seen in conjunction with my initial representations to the plan made on 26th February 2017 

and the additional statement of 4th December 2017 to Housing Topic Paper November 2017. 

There are also similar responses dated 26thJanuary 2018 to some other ‘Inspectors Matters’ which 

cross refer to the comments for this Matter. 

Q6.3 

HSG9 has high voltage power cables across it. In some places where power lines converge the wires 

are very low on short pylons. 

Q6.4 

HSG9 consists of 32.75 hectares of fully productive agricultural land. Currently it is planted with corn. 

Secretary of State for the Environment, Michael Gove, has stated that, post ‘brexit’, farmers will only 

be rewarded for food production and protecting the environment. Putting 621 houses on this 

farmland does not meet this government objective. 

Once built on it is lost forever. 

Q6.6 

HSG 9 will worsen the already serious traffic issues in the area. 

It is understood that the proposed developers, Taylor Wimpey, intend to restrict from the 5 accesses 

listed in the NBBC Borough Plan to just 2 (perhaps 3) – Golf Drive, Wentworth Drive and possibly 

Juliet Close. All of these feed directly or via Shakespeare Drive on to Lutterworth Road where the 

double mini island is already referred to in the introduction to the NBBC Borough Plan as a 

congestion point – referred to a B4114 Lutterworth Road. 

I addition to the information on the problems of this double mini island in my initial representation 

of 26th February 2017 note that a fast food takeaway is planned next to the Esso garage so more 

congestion will ensue. 

As far as I can see there has been absolutely no analysis of traffic or proposal to alleviate the existing 

or future issues carried out on behalf of either NBBC or WCC. 

Note that in the Sustainability Assessment of January 2018 ‘Creative Minds safe hands’ list a whole 

host of issues facing Nuneaton and Bedworth that the plan fails to address. Specifically on transport 

see page 10 where under the heading of ‘air’ it shows how the travel to work by car is way above the 

national average. Nuneaton is becoming an increasingly congested dormitory town. 

 



Q6.7 

As Q6.6 there appears to have been nothing done to assess the impact of 621 houses of HSG 9 traffic 

on the local roads. 

To this should be added the impact of EMP1, HSG 3 and HSG 10 traffic along with that from existing 

developments along Eastboro Way and Long Shoot – much of which may transit through Whitestone 

to get to Coventry, M6 or M69. 

Issue 2C HSG3 Gipsy Lane (Sterling Gate) 

Note that this site has already been submitted for planning permission to NBBC under reference no 

035037 on 31st July 2017. In this application it is referred to as Sterling Gate. 

NBBC can update the inspector on the progress of this application. 

Q6.24 

See comments on traffic and Gipsy Lane issues in Matter 5 Q5.19 

Canal 

There is no question regarding the Coventry Canal frontage. I have raised some points in Matter 5 

Q5.20 but where housing is on the towpath side additional points apply. 

Along the rest of the canal through NBBC territory, with the notable exception of by Hawkesbury 

Junction / Sutton stop near The Greyhound pub, NBBC neglects its canal. 

The plan must ensure that the way NBBC treats towpath side/cycle route 52 must not extend along 

this new stretch. Broken fences/graffiti/dog poo/litter/drink and drug garbage abound as does other 

anti - social behaviour. 

As the houses cannot have gardens extending to the canal, because of the towpath, the plan must 

leave a natural planted boundary between houses and canal towpath. 

Also this is currently a popular spot for holiday and continuous cruiser boaters to moor as it is 

currently open countryside. 

NBBC and the Canal and River Trust must be made to work together whenever the plan impacts the 

canal which should be treated as an asset. 

 

Issue 2d HSG9 Golf Drive 

Q6.26 

In appendix G of the Housing Topic paper of November 2017 NBBC state that at Stage 2 of the 

process HSG 9 (known then as NB8a) was rejected for development to maintain the separation 

green belt between Nuneaton and its neighbouring borough. (Rugby) 

Nothing has changed about the green belt geography yet NBBC have now included it in the plan. If 

built on the green belt separation between HSG9 and land belonging to the borough of Rugby will be 

just one small field and cannot meet the necessary criteria for sustainable green belt. 

 



Q6.27 

I am not aware that any investigation has been carried out on site to seek archaeologically significant 

remains. 

The Grade 2 listed Hill Farmhouse seems to sit within the development site so its protection and use 

must be the responsibility of whoever owns it should HSG9 be given the go ahead despite its 

importance in retaining green belt separation from the neighbouring borough. 

See the following for other input on HSG 9 matters: 

Q4.7 

Q4.15 

Q6.3 

Q6.4 

Q6.6 

Q6.7 

Q9.1 

Q9.2 

Q9.3 

Plus substantial information provided in representations in February 2017 

There is sufficient evidence that HSG9 should be rejected and given permanent green belt status due 

to it bordering on the neighbouring borough of Rugby. 

Issue 2e – HSG10 Attleborough Fields 

Q6.28 

This site has already been given outline planning permission under reference 033926 submitted to 

NBBC on 12th February 2016. It is understood that the land was originally owned by Warwickshire 

County Council but it has now been sold. 

Issue 2f – HSG11 Tuttle Hill 

Q6.30 

Although I believe not yet submitted for planning this site has been promoted by FCC Environment 

but instead of the 200 houses in the NBBC plan they refer to 400 houses, a canal side pub, doctors 

surgery, shops, coffee shop and a small hotel. 

It is good to see consideration here of improving the canal side environment but there are a few 

points to consider here: 

- The canal is relatively narrow here and has several bends. Boaters moored outside the pub, 

whilst welcome, could restrict passage for passing boats so it would help if canal widened at 

this point. 

- The canal is restricted by foliage on offside (opposite side to towpath’ and by fallen boulders 

under the surface along towpath side.  



- Towpath is part of national cycle route 52. 

- There is a domed brick structure (kiln?) on offside just by the green metal bridge. If cleared 

of undergrowth it could be set up as a feature to be seen as heritage and not forgotten. 

- Something will be needed to stop rubbish from Judkins quarry/tip/recycling centre being 

blown across the area. 

- The old Crazy Horse/restaurant could be developed into something more attractive. 

Some of the above needs NBBC to work with C&RT to achieve the proposed results. 

 

26th January 2018 

 


