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NUNEATON & BEDWORTH LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION 

 

MATTER 5 – EMPLOYMENT POLICIES AND ALLOCATIONS 

 

Issue 1 - Employment Policies 

See Cllr Keigh Kondakor’s representations and statement on the real need for more 

employment land. His representations show that the past Employment Land Studies for 

N&BBC are poorly based and exaggerate the need for more land. 

The provision for Coventry’s needs is already very large in both the Warwick District Local 

Plan and the Rugby Local Plan. The provision in Rugby is stated by that Council to be well 

above the calculated need. A large area south of Coventry Airport in Warwick District has 

been removed from the Green Belt to provide for Coventry’s needs (‘Coventry Gateway’).  

Therefore there is no risk of N&B underproviding for Coventry’s needs (Q5.8). 

(Q5.9) The amount being allocated in the N&B Local Plan (103 ha) is well in excess of real 

need.  

 

Issue 3 – EMP1 Faultlands 

There are no exceptional circumstances for altering the Green Belt to allow this land to be 

developed for employment. The need is not demonstrated; if there is a need, the land south of 

EMP4, west of the B4113 Coventry Road and east of the railway, except for the gypsy and 

traveller site there, is not in the Green Belt yet is shown undeveloped. It was once a refuse tip 

but has been restored as grassland. 

The heritage and biodiversity value of this land is high. It includes the former canal that 

linked Arbury Hall with the Coventry Canal, and is the location of features depicted in 

George Eliot’s ‘Mill on the Floss’. These would be seriously harmed by EMP1 as the valley 
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would no longer be outside the town and with rural land to its south, as it was in Eliot’s time. 

Instead it would be absorbed into the urban area by the development of EMP2. 

 

Issue 4 – EMP4 Phoenix Way 

This area of land was once in a ‘Policy Box’ in the Nuneaton & Bedworth Urban Structure 

Plan (late 1970s) along with land to its south, now an industrial estate. Following an Inquiry 

into the Local Plan for Nuneaton & Bedworth in the 1990s it was recommended that it (the 

northern part of the ‘Policy Box’) be included in the Green Belt. 

For more on this site see the statement of Mr David Parr (1.0056) which CPRE 

Warwickshire supports. He has the detailed local knowledge of both the planning history and 

the site’s value in the Green Belt. 

 

Issue 8 – Bowling Green Road 

This is Green Belt separating Bedworth Heath from M6 Junction 3. It has no merit at all as 

employment land. It has no suitable access for HGVs. It does not appear to be either 

necessary or capable of being developed. It would be close to schools and houses on 

Goodyers End Lane. Any development would need major buffers separating it from the 

houses and schools. It would be at risk of flooding. 

No exceptional circumstances exist for altering the Green Belt here to allow for EMP7. 


