
Representation to the examiner 

 

1. The council have not shown then exceptional need, required by the NPPF. The population 

numbers put forward by Coventry City Council and accepted by NBBC in the joint 

memorandum have proven to be flawed, evidenced by admission from senior councillors in 

the media and by the ONS.   John Mutton said in a radio interview that was reported in the 

Coventry Evening Telegraph that the Council had used figures that were inflated by the ONS. 

a. How can an accurate plan be drawn up and trusted,  if the original data used in its 

construction is erroneous.  

b. With greenbelt land being given special status by the NPPF any extra housing need 

accepted using flawed data will mean that greenbelt land is used in some cases, if not 

all, where it shouldn’t be. 

 

2. The area to the south of Bedworth is green belt and performs the first 2 functions of the 

description of green belt as laid out by the NPPF  

a. To stop urban sprawl  

b. To stop towns from merging 

 

3. The land at School Lane would not be a viable site within the plan as it stands.  

a. It would appear that Miss Startin’s land forming the majority of HSG6 will not be 

available for development for the foreseeable future, and the remaining land could not 

take the density of dwellings required by the Borough Plan. 

b. There would be difficulties with access to the remaining land due to the lack of frontage 

available along School lane. 

c. The idea that compulsory purchase could be used effectively to force the site forward 

could take many years and could certainly mean that the plan could not progress within 

the time frame of the Borough Plan. 

 

4. The site HSG6 is the very last strip of greenbelt between two conurbations and as such it 

would be impossible to move the green belt boundary further out as detailed in the NPPF.   

It would also be advisable for the examiner to make a site visit.  The topography of the land 

is such that what green belt would be left beyond the site, would be impossible for residents 

to view due to the M6 motorway being built on a bank.  We would find ourselves in a 

position where the residents of Coventry would be able to look over Bedworth green belt, 

albeit 100 yards of it, but residents of Exhall would have the impression of being joined to a 

greater Coventry. 

 

INFRASTRUCTURE 
 

a. At the moment the junction of School Lane/Coventry Road/Bayton Road is heavily congested 

during peak times.  There are a number of factors that contribute to the volume of traffic, 

for example, Coventry road is a main thoroughfare used by many commuters who travel to 

Coventry and to the national motorway link at Junction 3 of the M6.  Also the cross roads 

junction is the main entrance and exit for the large and busy Bayton Road industrial Estate.   

This is a prime area of congestion and black spot for near misses and accidents.   



b. The improvements to the road infrastructure proposed in the Strategic Transport 

Assessment Borough Plan Review Modelling Report Part 1, drawing reference 22 and 26, to 

Coventry roads junctions with School Lane and Blackhorse Road would probably help with 

traffic problems that are present now, but would still fall far short of the necessary 

improvements needed to allow for an increase due to dwelling and employment sites at 

HSG6 and EMP7. The proposed siting of 398 dwellings on HSG 6 would potentially add 300+ 

extra car movements twice a day during the working week and an employment area of 22 

hectares, the same size as the existing Bayton Road site, could add anything from a few 

hundred to 2000 extra movements depending on what if any businesses were to move onto 

the site. Unless provision is made for the extra volumes of traffic by adding suitable road 

infrastructure the area would soon become gridlocked and figures show an alarming 

detriment regarding pollution in the area. 

 

c. There is already a problem with side roads becoming “rat runs” during peak hours with 

traffic using Hayes Lane/Windmill Road and Exhall Green to avoid the jams caused by Bayton 

Road.   There are two schools on this route, one of which (Saint Giles School, Hayes Lane) has 

no crossing patrol and therefore an  increases of traffic on these side roads would not only 

become a major problem, but would represent a significant danger to the young children 

who attend these schools. 

 

BEDLAM 


