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From:

Sent:

To:

Subject:

David Coleman  10 March 2017 18:31

Merle Gering

Correction

Sorry Merle - I meant HESA not HETAS. 

best 

David 

David Coleman 
 tel 

From: Merle Gering 

Sent: 06 March 2017 21:22 

To: David Coleman 

Subject: RE: Can you help us penetrate the fog of population projections.

David, I am delighted that you have found some possible merit in my research.   Do please show the papers to any 

colleagues who might have a useful opinion.   CPRE would like an article about my work urgently – are you at a point 

where you feel happy to add a comment about the the validity of this work?  It would be great if you could give it 

any sort of endorsement.    I will be at work on Tuesday, from 10-6 if you wish to speak to me.  

Very gratefully 

Merle 

From: David Coleman 

Sent: 06 March 2017 11:15 

To: Merle Gering 

Subject: RE: Can you help us penetrate the fog of population projections. 

Dear Merle, 

I am highly impressed with your documents. I would like the advice of a trustworthy colleague who is more familiar 
with the controversy over student over-staying than I am. May I show them to him? 

best regards, 

David 

David Coleman 

tel 

From: Merle Gering 
Sent: 01 March 2017 15:33 
To: David Coleman 
Cc: Home Merle 
Subject: RE: Can you help us penetrate the fog of population projections. 
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David, 

I have to apologise.  One of the papers I sent you yesterday is not fully readable.  It is called   “Do Students stay in 

Coventry after graduation?”   

That same paper appears in an appendix in one of the other papers I sent to you. filename: “Merle Gering FINAL 

v1.5 Supplementary Population Argument 26Oct 2016”    .   the missing material, about students staying in Coventry, 

appears properly  at the end of that paper, in PDF ,  in the appendix – which is now attached as a pdf.     

Very sorry for the tech confusions.  It is because I use linux at home and sometimes it does not translate properly 

into WORD.  

Merle
. 

From: Merle Gering  

Sent: 28 February 2017 15:22 

To: 

Cc: Home Merle  Subject: FW: Can you help us penetrate the fog of 

population projections. 

From: Merle Gering  

Sent: 31 January 2017 16:57 

To: 'Merle Gering' ; David Coleman 

Subject: RE: Can you help us penetrate the fog of population projections. 

Dear David 

I am wondering if we can pick up this conversation again?   In the last few months, I have written 4 papers relevant 

to the likely population growth in Coventry.  I am wondering if you might read them- or get a student to read them 

- and tell me if I am on the right track or  not?

(necessarily my viewpoint is quite simple – it really involves just arithmetic – but I think the evidence is fairly good 

and the conclusions are very striking – that ONS and consequently Coventry is probably overestimating the likely 

population growth over 20 years, by 89,000)  

Is that something you might do? If you can’t help us at this point, I do understand.  If do you have time, to go over 

the figures, and arguments, I would be extremely grateful.  

(I have attached the 4 papers ) 

Just so this makes sense to you the papers were written in this order: 

1) “Do Students stay in coventry after graduation, was written in Sept 2016
2) The large paper entitled “ Merle Gering Final” Additional Housing Numbers paper was written at the

end of October 2016
3)  The paper entitled: “Very few non EU International Students stay in Coventry – Need for a full reassessment

of the projections. “ was written in Mid Dec 2016

4) The paper entitled “Merle Gering Note, refinements v2, was written in January 2017

Kind regards 
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Merle

Please hit reply to and all, I will see your answer at home and work.   Thanks 

Merle Gering 

   work 

 home 

   work 

   home 

From: Merle Gering 

Sent: 27 August 2015 22:54 

To: David Coleman ; Merle Gering 

Subject: Re: Can you help us penetrate the fog of population projections. 

David, 

Hi.  thank you very much for the swift reply and the kind offer to see if you can do something.  You are right that the 

real answers are undoubtedly political - these mad plans are driven by egomaniac politicians who do not care about 

facts or science, and  have no answers for unemployment and low wage employment and somehow think that if 

they build vast numbers of homes, the jobs will come.  of course there is no evidence of this at all.    4 years ago, 

Coventry council had a population study done by some London University demographer who appeared to say that 

the population was going to grow by 70,000 over 20 years - so the council claimed -  but actually all he was saying 

was that  that if you built 33,000 homes, and they were all occupied, you would expect to see a population incement 

of 70000.   it never dealt with the question of whether or not people were likely to occupy them.   

 Nonetheless, we need to expose the fantasy arguments of the council and the LEPs when they come up for an 

inspection in front of a planning inspector.  in the Northeast, it was possible to convince the inspector that the 

Durham County council projections of population growth were entirely spurious, and he threw out the plan, 

condemning plans for building on greenbelt.   Last year, a group of local people in Coventry  managed to defeat a 

plan for the Coventry Gateway, a vast logistics park on greenbelt, by gathering economists and experts to show that 

the claims for the benefits were hugely overstated - the council and developers  claimed that 14000 jobs would be 

created, but actually many of the jobs were cleaners and they were double and triple counted when you looked at it 

carefully.    We will try to do the same.  it is an uphill task, but it is possible.  

I am not sure if I will be around much of next week.  the tentative plan is that my girl friend and i are going on 

holiday for a week from Wednesday 2 Sept.   But we are looking at the weather, and might postpone -   i will be 

around this weekend and Monday, and at work on Tuesday.  I will send you another email when I am clearer about 

my plans.  

Thinking ahead, what we need is a critical dissection of the Strategic Housing Market Assessment, which has been 

produced by GL Hearn for the Coventry, Solinull, Rugby, Warwickshire area.     It was produced in Nov 2013 and 

revised again in spring 2014.    John Blundell, who managed to derail the Durham plan, has been very helpful and 

encouraging to us, but i think the problem is that none of us actually understand his work. 

Many thanks again 

Merle. 
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On 27/08/15 18:01, David Coleman wrote: 

Dear Merle (if I may), 

Thanks for your message. I am no expert in local population and housing projections but I shall do 
what I can. I suspect that the answer to this is not demographic but bureaucratic / political. Anyway I 
am  away from oxford at present but I will telephone next week. 

best regards, 

David 

David Coleman 

tel

If you do not receive a reply in reasonable time, please get in touch by telephone. 

From: Merle Gering 
Sent: 27 August 2015 15:55 
To: David Coleman 
Cc: Home Merle 
Subject: Can you help us penetrate the fog of population projections. 

Dear David, 

I am writing to ask if you or a student or colleague could help us in Coventry and Nuneaton 

Bedworth,  to penetrate the fog of disinformation around 20 year population and housing 

projections.   Is there anyone who could help us challenge the ridiculous numbers that are bandied 

by the Councils and their pet consultants?     We do find it hard to understand their methods and the 

evidence.  

3 years ago, Coventry was saying that they needed 11,000 homes over 20 years.  Now  they are 

saying that they need 36000 homes.  It is completely implausible that there could be such a leap in 

“need”, unless either the Pied Piper had gone round and led everyone here or there was a discovery 

of gold in the hills of coventry, and a rush of miners had arrived.  To our knowledge, neither has 

happened, nor anything else which would explain a vast inflation of the numbers.  

The consequence of fantasy numbers getting enshrined in the local plans, would be the destruction 

of a great deal of beautiful Warwickshire greenbelt countryside.  

I read your 2007 testimony to the Parliamentary Select Committee, on the state of UK population 

statistics, and I thought you might have some sympathy with us.  If you can help, or point us to 

someone else who might have time and be willing, or even point us towards papers and publications 

that would guide us through this maze, I would be really grateful.  

For clarity, we (local community campaigners) have no funds for this, so it would have to be pro 

bono.     

I look forward to hearing from you.  If it’s not possible, I do understand. 

Kind regards 

Merle

Ps Please hit ‘reply-to-all’ so I can see what you say at home and work. 
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Merle Gering 

Personal 

02476 82 3936 day 

02476 335287 home 

 work.   home.  




