
 

 

         11 December 2017 
Dear Carmel 
 
Clarification of the Post Hearings Advice Note of 19 September 2017 
 
I am responding to a query raised by the Council last week in respect of paragraph 
3.1 of my Stage One Hearings – Post Hearings Advice Note of 19 September 2017 
(examination document INS/13).  In providing a response to the Council, I thought it 
would be helpful if my clarification is put into the wider domain of the examination for 
transparency. 
 
Paragraph 3.1 of my Advice Note stated: 

 
“3.1 Supply capacity has clearly been the key factor as to whether or not 
Nuneaton and Bedworth can meet its proposed share of the full housing need 
of the wider HMA over the period to 2011-2031. It remains for the Council to 
demonstrate, as a starting point, that there is a justified and effective housing 
land supply to meet the need for 14,060 dwellings in the Borough as set out in 
the Memorandum of Understanding, including the element of unmet need 
within the HMA. Matters of flexibility should be addressed in terms of supply 
capacity and the housing requirement should not include a 10% allowance for 
flexibility.” 

 
For the avoidance of doubt I am not advising, at this stage, that the housing 
requirement should be reduced by 10% or any other figure.  The housing 
requirement should be a sum of the objectively assessed housing need together with 
any policy adjustments (up or down).  Flexibility in supply should not be part of this 
sum but a consideration in the scale of housing land supply in the Plan to meet the 
housing requirement. 
   
So, for an illustrative example, if the housing requirement in a Plan (to meet need 
and other policy objectives) was 10,000 houses, then the Plan may need to identify a 
housing land supply of, say, 11,000 houses (a plus 10% allowance) to counter for 
any risks or issues of potential under-delivery to ensure that at least 10,000 homes 
were built.  In short, any adjustment for flexibility must be made to the housing 
requirement figure, not within it.  I must emphasise that this is a theoretical, 
illustrative example and not part of my findings on the Borough Plan examination.   
 
I have already heard some submissions on the housing need and requirement in 
Nuneaton and Bedworth in the context of the wider geography of housing and 
economic needs across Coventry and Warwickshire.  I will be examining this further 
in early 2018 and a programme for further hearings will be issued shortly and the 
matters, issues and questions I wish to explore will be published very early in the 
New Year.    
 
Yours sincerely 
 

David Spencer 
Inspector.  
 


