
 

 

15 November 2017 
 

Dear Mrs Moreton  
 

Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Local Plan – Housing Topic Paper 
(November 2017) 
 

I would like to thank the Council for submitting the above document within the 
required timeframe.  I have now had an opportunity to read the Topic Paper in 

terms of the information I was seeking in the Stage One Hearings – Post 
Hearings Advice Note (INS/13).  Undoubtedly the Paper will raise further 
comment and examination at the Stage 2 hearings.  

 
As set out at paragraph 4.2 of my September Advice Note I have arranged 

through the Programme Officer for those who made representations on the site 
selection process and the submitted Plan’s housing requirement to been given 
the opportunity to make comments into the examination on (i) the Council’s 

latest position on the housing requirement in NBBC/20, including its ratification 
by the Council’s Cabinet in NBBC/30 and (ii) the Housing Topic Paper at 

NBBC/33.  Any responses received will assist me in setting my questions for the 
Stage 2 hearings which will include a focused revisiting of Matter 2 (Housing 

Need) and a further discussion around Matter 3 (Housing Land Supply).  I am 
setting a 3 week timeframe for additional comment.  The Council will be able to 
see any comments received and respond where necessary through its 

statements for the Stage 2 hearings.  
 

I note at paragraph 1.8 of the Topic Paper that the Council is examining steps to 
sign the MOU relating to the planned distribution of housing within the Coventry 
& Warwickshire Housing Market Area.  If it is signed in advance of the Stage 2 

hearings I would be grateful for notification.          
 

Stage 2 Hearings 
 
I will be issuing my Matters, Issues and Questions for all other aspects of the 

examination by 5 January 2018 with a view that the Stage 2 hearings will 
proceed to consider all remaining matters for examination.  I estimate this will 

require 3 weeks each of 3 sitting days, starting on Tuesday 20 February 2018.  
My programme will be to sit for 2 weeks, break for 1 week and then resume for 
a final sitting week concluding on Thursday 15 March. I would also advise that a 

couple of reserve days are held (20th and 21st March) if matters slip.  I will be 
setting a more detailed draft programme for the Stage 2 hearings shortly.  I 

appreciate this is slightly adrift of my original intention to resume in mid-January 
but I consider mid-February to now be a more realistic timeframe.  
  

At the Stage 1 hearings, the Council Chamber worked well for the more formal 
nature of the issues under examination.  In moving forward to the Stage 2 

hearings I am keen that a more approachable venue/room is chosen given that 
some of those who wish to be heard may not be familiar with examination 
meetings.   Any venue must have a PA system so that participants and myself 

can be heard to those attending.  I also anticipate that there will be some 
appreciable public interest in particular sessions which needs to be borne in 

mind.      



 

 

 
I am also grateful that the Council has uploaded the Inspector’s Report into the 

examination of the Coventry Local Plan onto the website.  Again, I anticipate 
reference to this Report at the Stage 2 hearings and for no further action is 

required at this stage.  I am also mindful that since the Stage 1 hearings closed 
at the end of August, the Government has now consulted on a proposed 
standardised methodology for assessing housing need.  I am aware that for the 

examination of this Plan the transitional arrangements apply but I would be 
interested to know, through the Programme Officer, whether the Council 

individually or jointly as part of the Coventry & Warwickshire HMA authorities 
responded to the consultation? 
 

Proposed Modifications    
 

I have reviewed NBBC/13 “minor” modifications.  I agree, in large part, with the 
Council’s assessment that they are mainly inconsequential editorial changes 
which are not necessary for Plan soundness.  Nonetheless, to reflect legislation 

NBBC/13 needs to be presented as a Schedule of “Additional” Modifications.  It 
would be helpful if the reference numbers are prefixed AM and that the schedule 

is kept live during the course of the examination.  As the Council will be aware, 
there is no requirement to consult on Additional Modifications.   

 
There are a handful of proposed changes to policy wording for clarity which are 
likely to be necessary for effectiveness of the Plan.  My advice is that they 

should be moved to a new schedule for main modifications. The changes are 
references 22 & 24 (wording to HSG11), 28 (wording to EMP4), 33 (wording to 

EMP7), 36 (moving School Lane site from table 11 to 12), 41 (wording to NE1), 
42 (wording to NE3).   As the examination progresses it is likely that further 
main modifications to the Plan will be identified and the so the schedule of MM 

needs to be kept live.  The Council will also need to maintain a separate 
schedule of any proposed changes to the Policies Map.    

 
Yours sincerely 
 

David Spencer 
 

Inspector.  
 


