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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1. preparing its 

t the spatial 

s and a 

 replace the 

 June 2006 

 Strategy the 

ptions Document which 

 vision and a 

1.1. o undertake a 

Sustainability Appraisal (incorporating the provisions of the EU SEA Directive) 

(HRA) of the 

1.1.  of the Core 

 

drive forward 

nability agenda and assist with urban and rural renaissance across the 

he 

t and ensure 

an and policy 

1.1. transparency of the process involved in 

e Core Strategy preferred option, as well as ensuring and improving the 

sustainability of decisions taken. The SA Report will be made available for public 

 

l to inform the 

1.2 CONTEXT 

1.2.1 Nuneaton and Bedworth is set to change and is required to accommodate significant 

levels of new development. Between the period 2006 and 2026 10,800 new dwellings 

are to be accommodated in the Borough. This is to be accompanied by the provision 

of 96 hectares of employment land.  A key consideration for the Council is to 

1.1 BACKGROUND 

2 Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council (The Council) is currently 

Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD), which will set ou

vision, strategic objectives for the Borough, a spatial strategy, core policie

monitoring and implementation framework. The Core Strategy will

existing Nuneaton and Bedworth Local Plan, which was adopted on 28

and covers the period to 2009. To inform the preparation of the Core

Council has prepared a Core Strategy Issues and O

illustrates the spatial vision for the Borough, the objectives to deliver the

set of broad spatial development options to accommodate the growth.  

3 Alliance Planning and UE Associates (UE-A) have been appointed t

(hereafter referred to as SA) and Habitats Regulations Assessment 

emerging Nuneaton and Bedworth Core Strategy DPD.      

4 This SA Report provides the results of the independent assessment

Strategy Issues and Options Report. The emerging Nuneaton and Bedworth Core

Strategy and accompanying SA represent an important opportunity to 

the sustai

Borough. SA is a powerful tool that can not only evaluate the sustainability of t

Core Strategy but also help deliver sustainable patterns of developmen

that sustainability considerations are reflected in the evolution of the pl

preparation.    

5 This SA Report is intended to add to the 

selecting th

consultation alongside the Core Strategy Issues and Options Report. The SA Report

and all consultation representations received will be used by the Counci

preparation of the Core Strategy Preferred Options.    
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g sustainable 

l environment and 

orkers.  

1.2.  

0,000) in the 

 

a significantly 

e Borough is 

y urban in character and consists of the two market towns of Nuneaton 

n Belt to the 

1.2.3 eart of the 

ible from the 

5, M6, M42 and the M69. The Borough is a 19-minute drive to Birmingham 

irport, one of 

st 

1.2.4 The Borough has a diverse economy. The most common business sector is 

e, Health & 

base of the 

1.2. rth with the 

. The level of 

 

 England areas and some among the least. A key indication of the scale of the 

7 

Warwickshire 

nked 1,087th 

ved SOAs in 

1.2.6 Recognising the socio-economic needs of Nuneaton and Bedworth, a large part of 

the Borough had been designated within the Coventry and Nuneaton Regeneration 

Zone. This is one of six areas designated by the Regional Development Agency in 

the West Midlands. The Regeneration Zone is a vehicle designed to assist in 

securing the regeneration of areas where high levels of deprivation occur.  

accommodate this growth and associated infrastructure whilst promotin

economic growth, the protection of the Borough’s built and natura

delivering a high quality of life for the Borough’s residents, visitors and w

2 Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough is located in the north of Warwickshire, in the West

Midlands, containing the second largest population (approximately 12

County but is the smallest in geographical area at 79.3km2. The towns of Nuneaton

and Bedworth are thriving communities although the Borough has had 

slower rate of population compared with the rest of the Country. Th

predominatel

and Bedworth and the large village of Bulkington situated in the Gree

east of Bedworth. 

The Borough has excellent transport links and is situated at the h

motorway network and both Nuneaton and Bedworth are easily access

M1, M

International Airport, a 37-minute drive to Nottingham East Midlands A

the UK’s fastest growing airports and Nuneaton is served by the West Coa

Mainline.  

Manufacturing. Other significant sectors are Wholesale & Retail Trad

Social Work and Transport Storage and Communication. The business 

Borough’s local economy is a mixture of small and medium-sized firms. 

5 There are significant pockets of deprivation in Nuneaton and Bedwo

Borough suffering from the highest levels of deprivation in Warwickshire

deprivation in the Borough varies widely, with some areas among the most deprived

fifth of

socio-economic challenge facing the Borough can be understood from the 200

Indices of deprivation. The most deprived Super-Output Area (SOA) in 

is the Bar Pool North and Crescents SOA in Nuneaton. This area is ra

out of 32,482 SOAs in England. Placing it within the top 4% most depri

England.  
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1.3 ND BEDWORTH’S COMMITMENT TO SUSTAINABILITY AND 

1.3. ate Change 

 the aim of 

e Council is 

mate Change 

tegy is,   

tion by 2050 

. We will achieve this whilst maintaining and improving the 

f a policy of 

1.3. and HRA will 

ims and targets of the Nottingham Declaration on 

nge Strategy. The SA will help 

 

1.4 

1.4. he outcome of the SA the Core Strategy Issues and 

ssessment of 

tions. It also 

ncil in future 

the SA of the 

he five stage 

 SA process, 

ed and consulted upon with statutory consultees 

and stakeholders between 5 November 2008 and 12 December 2008. A number of 

coping Report were 

made. The consultation comments received have fed into the preparation of this SA 

Report and the SA Framework, which was deemed a robust framework to evaluate 

the Nuneaton and Bedworth Core Strategy.  

 
                                                

NUNEATON A

CLIMATE CHANGE  

1 The Council have signed up to both the Nottingham Declaration on Clim

and the Warwickshire Climate Change Strategy, both initiatives with

addressing the sustainability agenda and tackling climate change. Th

committed to meet the aims and targets of the Warwickshire Cli

Strategy. The overarching aim of the Warwickshire Climate Change Stra

“To reduce greenhouse gas emissions in Warwickshire to at least the level set out by 

Government policy, 15%-18% reduction by 2010 and a 60% reduc

(against 1990 levels)

quality of life of Warwickshire residents through the implementation o

sustainable development.”   

2 The Nuneaton and Bedworth Core Strategy and the accompanying SA 

have a key role in delivering the a

Climate Change and the Warwickshire Climate Cha

ensure that the Core Strategy is prepared with a view to contributing to the

achievement of sustainable development. 

PURPOSE OF THIS SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL REPORT  

1 This SA Report documents t

Options Report. This report provides a broad independent qualitative a

the sustainability implications of the emerging spatial development op

includes a series of recommendations to be considered by the Cou

stages of Core Strategy preparation.  

1.4.2 The preparation of this SA Report comprises the second major step in 

Nuneaton and Bedworth Core Strategy and relates to Stage B of t

process set out in the ODPM (now DCLG) SA guidance1. Stage A of the

the SA Scoping Repot was complet

comments were received and appropriate amendments to the S

 
1 Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents, ODPM, November 2005 
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Table 1: SA Stages and Tasks 

praisal Report   

Table 1: SA Stages and Tasks 

Stage A: Setting the context and objectives, establishing the 
baseline and deciding on the scope 

 
 A1: Identifying other relevant policies, plans and 

programmes, and sustainability objectives. 
 A2: Collecting baseline information. 
 A3: Identifying sustainability issues and problems. 
 A4: Developing the SA framework. 
 A5: Consulting on the scope of the SA. 

 
Stage B: Developing and refining options and assessing 

 effects of the DPD. 
 B5: Considering way of mitigating adverse effects an

o monitor the significant effects of 
s. 

effects 
 

 B1: Testing the DPD objectives against the SA framework. 
 B2: Developing the DPD options. 
 B3: Predicting the effects of DPD. 
 B4: Evaluating the

d 
maximising beneficial effects. 

 B6: Proposing measures t
implementing the DPD

 
Stage C: Preparing the Sustainability Appraisal Report 

 
 C1: Preparing the SA Report. 

 
Stage D: Consulting on the preferred options 
SA Report 

of the DPD and 

 D1: Public participation on the prefe  of the DPD 

 D2(i): Appraising significant change
m 

 D3: Making decisions and providin
 

 
rred options

s. 
resulting fro

g information. 

and the SA Report 

 D2(ii): Appraising significant changes 
representations. 

Stage E: Monitoring the significant effects of implementing the 
DPD 

 
 E1: Finalising aims and methods for monitoring. 
 E2: Responding to adverse effects. 

  

1.5 K  

1.5.1  

introduced by the Government’s planning reforms under the Planning and 

Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (hereafter referred to as the Act). The Act requires 

each LPA to prepare a LDF for its administrative area. LDFs are progressively 

replacing Structure, Local and Unitary Development Plans, will set the spatial 

framework which largely determines where, how and what development takes place. 

The LDF consists of a suite of LDDs which will guide all development. 

NUNEATON AND BEDWORTH LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWOR

Local Development Framework (LDF) is the new form of spatial development plan

STAGE A COMPLETE  

WE ARE HERE  

FUTURE SA STAGES  
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1.5.2 The Nuneaton and Bedworth LDF will consist of the following LDDs:  

ent adopted 

age with 

olders, statutory consultees and the public during the LDF preparation 

ary Planning 

ity with the Core Strategy. The Core 

cies, delivery 

 

 DPDs, all land allocations and areas of 

protection. For example housing, employment and retail allocations, the Green 

)- The SPD 

cure provision of affordable housing within the 

ns and they 

ot subject to 

examination by an Independent Inspector.  

r the Act to 

preparing its 

1.5.3 All LDDs prepared by the Council must be in general conformity with the West 

tial Strategy (RSS). The RSS provides a regional planning 

 for the West 

 

environment.    

1.6 PREVIOUS SA WORK  

1.6.1 A substantial amount of work has already been undertaken on the Nuneaton and 

Bedworth LDF and consequently the Council has prepared the following SA 

documents:  

 Statement of Community Involvement (SCI)- This docum

December 2006 sets out how and when the Council intends to  eng

stakeh

process.   

 Core Strategy Development Plan Document (DPD)- The Core Strategy will be 

the first DPD to be prepared. All other DPDs and Supplement

Documents (SPD) must be in conform

Strategy will set out the spatial vision, strategic objectives and poli

strategy and development options of the Borough.  

 LDF Proposals Map- The Proposal Map will illustrate the adopted land use

policies and proposals set out in the

Belt and environmental designations such as Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSIs) and Local Nature Reserves (LNRs).       

 Affordable Housing Supplementary Planning Document (SPD

sets out how the Council aims to se

Borough. SPDs are material considerations in planning applicatio

must relate to DPD policies. SPDs are not legally binding and are n

 Annual Monitoring Report (AMR)- Every LPA is required unde

publish an AMR. The AMR will assess the Council’s progress in 

LDDs and in implementing its policies.    

Midlands Regional Spa

framework to inform LDDs. The RSS includes strategic planning policies

Midlands covering a range of issues including employment, housing, retail and the
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 Draft SA Scoping Report  and submitted for consultation in September 2005;     

 eport3;  

s and Options SA Report4; and 

will draw upon the findings of these early SA reports where 

1.7 

1.7. in relation to 

 sustainable 

 

nvironmental 

Sustainable 

onsibly. The 

d Production, 

nvironmental 

 

g the need to 

 transport.  This encourages the careful and 

vel.  

1.7. tion and the 

a number of 

policies and 

development 

plans and consideration of individual proposals.  

1.7.4 PPS1: Delivering Sustainable Development sets out the overarching planning 

policies on the delivery of sustainable development through the planning system.  

place or override, other national planning 

policies. Decision makers must seek the integration of: 

 Social progress which recognises the needs of everyone; 

                                                

2

 Bedworth Town Centre AAP Issues and Options SA R

 Nuneaton Town Centre AAP Issue

 Affordable Housing SPD SA Report, 2007.  

1.6.2 The Core Strategy SA 

appropriate.  

SUSTAINABILITY CONTEXT   

1 Sustainable development is now a cornerstone of Government policy 

planning and the use of land. The Government’s approach to

development is set out in the national strategy “Securing the Future”. The Strategy,

published in March 2005 focuses on five principles- Living within E

Limits, Ensuring a Strong, Healthy and Just Society, Achieving a 

Economy, Promoting Good Governance, Using Sound Science Resp

Strategy identifies four key priority areas: Sustainable Consumption an

Climate Change and Energy, Natural Resource Protection and E

Enhancement, and Sustainable Communities. Key among the Government’s

priorities is the adoption of more sustainable patterns of travel, reducin

travel and reducing the effects of

sustainable location of development in order to minimise the need for tra

2 It is critical that the Core Strategy is based around the priorities for ac

principles of sustainable development.  

1.7.3 The Government’s general statements of planning policy are set out in 

Planning Policy Guidance/Statements (PPG/PPSs) which establish the 

principles which should be taken into account in the preparation of 

These policies complement, but do not re

 
2 Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report, September 2005, N&BBC  
3 Bedworth Town Centre AAP Issues and Options SA Report, June 2007, N&BBC 
4 Nuneaton Town Centre AAP Issues and Options SA Report, June 2007, N&BBC 
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 Effective protection of the environment; 

mployment. 

evelopment plans are the heart of the 

sys

 sustainable 

t plan contains relevant 

ations for planning permission should be determined in line 

 

ent sets out the key principles that should be applied by Regional 

and Local Planning Authorities to en cisions taken 

on elopment. In 

par

 that 

dressing the 

olicies which 

e, reduce emissions (for example, by encouraging patterns 

ich reduce the need to travel by private car, or reduce the 

able energy 

rces, and take climate change impacts into account in the location and 

sustainable economic development and 

d productive 

economy that bring jobs and prosperity for all” 

1.8 SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL BACKGROUND   

1.8.1   Under S19(5) of the Act and the SEA Regulations which came into force in England 

and Wales in July 2004 SA and Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) are 

mandatory for all DPDs and SPDs. S39 of the Act requires LDDs to be prepared with 

 The prudent use of natural resources; and 

 The maintenance of high and stable levels of economic growth and e

1.7.5 The guidance states, at Paragraph 8, that the d

tem and give a measure of certainty and predictability: 

“This plan led system, and the certainty and predictability it aims to provide, is 

central to planning and plays the key role in integrating

development objectives.  Where the developmen

policies, applic

with the plan, unless material considerations indicate otherwise”.

(PPS1, Paragraph 8) 

1.7.6 The policy statem

sure that development plans and de

planning applications contribute to the delivery of sustainable dev

ticular PPS1 states:  

“Regional planning bodies and local planning authorities should ensure

development plans contribute to global sustainability by ad

causes and potential impacts of climate change-through p

reduce energy us

of development wh

impact of moving freight), promote the development of renew

resou

design of development.” 

(PPS1, Paragraph 13 (ii)) 

1.7.7 Paragraph 23 provides guidance on 

emphasises that: 

“The Government is committed to promoting a strong, stable, an
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a view to contributing to the achievement of sustainable development. S

of helping fulfil this duty through a structured appraisal of the econom

environmental susta

A is one way 

ic, social and 

inability of the plan. The production of a SA is one of the “tests of 

1.8.2 ean Directive 

the Environment’ (commonly known as the SEA Directive). The SEA Directive is 

1.8. y issues into 

l, social and 

so aims to facilitate sustainable development but 

g 

gle appraisal 

nce entitled 

sal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development 

Documents’5. This guidance adopts an integrated approach to SEA and SA. It 

describes a single appraisal process that meets the legal requirements of both the 

SEA Directive and the Act.   

                                                

soundness” on a DPD.     

   The requirement to undertake SEA is established in the EU by the Europ

2001/42/EC, ‘the Assessment of the Effects of Certain Plans and Programmes on 

transposed into English law by the SEA Regulations.  

3 SEA and SA are closely linked. SA aims to integrate sustainabilit

decision making by appraising the plan or strategy using environmenta

economic objectives, whilst SEA al

its emphasis is on integrating environmental considerations into decision makin

through analysis of environmental issues.    

1.8.4 Although the requirement to undertake both SA and SEA is mandatory, it is possible 

to satisfy the requirements of both pieces of legislation through a sin

process. In November 2005 the Government published guida

‘Sustainability Apprai

 
5 Sustainability Appraisal of Regional Spatial Strategies and Local Development Documents, ODPM, November 2005  
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2.0  TESTING OF CORE STRATEGY OBJECTIVES  

 ensure that 

that sustainability 

tegy.     

sted for their 

oped during 

 identify any 

ore Strategy and SA objectives.   

ls shown below. The 

results of the compatibility assessment are set out in Table 2.    

2.1 INTRODUCTION  

2.1.1 This is the first task in SA Stage B and represents a key opportunity to

the Core Strategy objectives reflect sustainability principles and 

issues are given full recognition early on in the evolution of the Core Stra

2.1.2 The Core Strategy objectives developed by the Council have been te

compatibility with the SA objectives detailed in the SA Framework devel

SA Stage A. This process helped clarify any potential conflicts and

inconsistencies and incompatibilities between the C

The Core Strategy objectives were tested using the symbo

C Objectives are compatible  N Objectives are not compatible  

?  Uncertainty over compatibility  - No relationship between objectives  

 

Th2.1.3 rt are set out 

 way that will 

 attractive place to 

he type and mix of housing that meets the specific needs of the 

 housing needs across 

 private 

ector. 

cant 

c) Housing to meet the needs of the increasing number of elderly people in 

the Borough. 

d) Ensuring all areas have a mix of different sizes and tenure of dwelling. 

e) Continued regeneration and investment in areas where there is poor 

housing stock. 

e Core Strategy objectives set out in the Issues and Options Repo

below:  

1. To use the growth allocated by the Regional Spatial Strategy in a

help regenerate the Borough and raise its profile as a more

live, but particularly to work and invest in. 

2. To provide t

Borough.  In particular: 

a) Sufficient affordable housing to meet identified

different tenures.  This includes stimulating a poorly performing

rented s

b) Aspirational housing that will attract residents who can make a signifi

investment in the development of businesses in the area. 
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f) Adequate provision of sites to meet the identified needs of gypsies and 

ification of the 

n particular: 

 existing, and provide additional employment sites that are attractive 

b) Encourage offices and other high value employment generators in Nuneaton 

opportunities, 

market. 

 other towns 

 Nuneaton and Bedworth town centres so they each 

have a distinctive and individual role in serving the Borough.  In particular: 

s a regional strategic centre in line with the 

n centre to 

 investment contributes to a significant 

ticular: 

orridor to link 

the north and 

b) Improved access to existing facilities, particularly the Borough’s two town 

uda, George 

Pingles and Bedworth Leisure Centres). 

c) Retention and improvement of local shopping, health and other community 

facilities. 

d) New development that integrates the required infrastructure and service 

provision to support it and where appropriate includes improvements to 

existing infrastructure and services.  

travellers. 

3. To seek employment opportunities that will support the divers

Borough’s economy and improve job opportunities for residents.  I

a) Improve

to investors. 

and Bedworth town centres. 

c) Use growth to promote training and educational facilities and 

which will improve the skills of the current and future labour 

d) Improve accessibility, via public transport, to job opportunities in

bordering or in close proximity to the Borough.  

4. To continue to develop

a) Develop Nuneaton town centre a

Regional Spatial Strategy. 

b) Encourage new housing and leisure uses in Bedworth tow

complement and support existing facilities. 

5. To ensure that all new development and

improvement in infrastructure and facilities that serve the Borough. In par

a) A step change in public transport provision along a north south c

Nuneaton and Bedworth to Atherstone and Hinckley in 

Coventry, Warwick and Leamington in the south. 

centres and major leisure and community facilities (e.g. Berm

Eliot Hospital, the Colleges and the 
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e) A Green Infrastructure network of high quality, well conne

functional open spaces, 

cted, multi-

corridors and links that deliver benefits to the 

ces and improves the quality and 

a) The important open spaces, historic and natural features are protected and 

 sites are brought back into beneficial use. 

d improve air 

to use rivers and canals as attractive focal points for 

mpact on the 

e) Infill development that does not result in town cramming or have an adverse 

acter of an area. 

rage sustainability in all new 

lar: 

e future. 

b) Protect and enhance habitat and species biodiversity. 

e drainage. 

 efficiency and the utilisation of renewable 

g and walking networks to 

8. To create healthy and strong communities by: 

a) Increasing opportunities to walk, cycle and participate in active sport and 

recreation and enable easy access to healthcare facilities. 

b) Reduce crime and antisocial behaviour through good design, raising 

aspirations and providing opportunities for the young. 

landscape, wildlife and the public. 

6. To ensure that new development enhan

appearance of the existing urban area.  In particular: 

enhanced. 

b) Derelict, contaminated and untidy

c) Minimise the negative impact of development on air quality an

quality in Air Quality Management Areas.  

d) Maximise opportunities 

open space or new development where there is no negative i

green network. 

impact on the char

f) High quality and sustainable design and construction. 

7. To address climate change and encou

development.  In particu

a) Avoid where possible sites that are at risk of flooding now or in th

c) Ensure sustainabl

d) Maximise energy conservation and

energy. 

e) Ensure development makes links to cyclin

encourage green travel. 



 Nuneaton and Bedworth Local Development Framework       
Core Strategy Issues and Options Sustainability Appraisal Report   

12 

 

c) Creating well planned and integrated communities that foster cohesion and 

accessibility for all. 

 



13 

 

Nuneaton and Bedworth Local Development Framework       
Core Strategy Issues and Options Sustainability Appraisal Report   

Table 2: Compatibility between Core Strategy Objectives and SA objectives  
 

Abridged SA Objectives 
Economic 
Factors  

Social Factors  
 

 

B
io

d
’y 

H
ealth

  

S
o

il 

 Water  Air  Climatic 
Factors 

Material 
A ts  sse

H
eritag

e  

L
an

d
scap

e  

Abridged Core 
Strategy Objectives   

S
trong S

ustain
able 

E
conom

y 

E
nha

nce T
ow

n
 

C
entre V

iability   

prom
ote 

S
ustain

able 
T

ourism
 

A
ffordable 

H
ousing  

A
ccess to S

ervices  

Learnin
g &

 S
kills  

R
ed

uce C
rim

e  

A
ddress P

overty  

C
ultural A

ctivities  

U
rba

n D
esign  

C
om

m
unity 

Involvem
ent 

P
rotect N

atural 
E

nviro
nm

ent 

 Im
prove H

um
an                                  

H
ealth

S
oil Q

ua
lity 

W
ater E

fficiency  

W
ater P

ollution  

F
lood R

isk  

P
ublic T

ranspo
rt  

F
ocus in U

rban 
A

rea 

  E
nergy E

fficiency  

R
ed

uce C
O

2 

C
lim

ate P
roofing  

M
inim

ise W
aste  

U
se of P

D
L 

P
rude

nt U
se of 

R
esources  

P
rotect H

istoric 
E

nviro
nm

ent 

M
ainta

in an
d 

E
nha

nce Q
ua

lity of 
landscap

e 

1. To use growth 

 
Borou  

targets to help 
regenerate the

gh

C C ? C ? C ? C C ? C ? C ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

2. Mix of h
types & tenu

ousing 
re C C - C ? C C C - ? C ? C ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

3. Provide 
employment 
opportunities  

C C ? ? C C C C C ? C ? C ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

4. Develop N
worth tow

uneaton
& Bed n 
centres 

 

C C C C C C ? C C ? C ? C ? ? ? ? C C ? ? ? ? C ? ? ? 

5. Improved 
Infrastructure  C C C C C C C C C ? C ? C ? ? ? ? C ? ? C ? ? ? ? ? ? 

 



14 

 

Nuneaton and Bedworth Local Development Framework       
Core Strategy Issues and Options Sustainability Appraisal Report   

Abridged SA Objectives 
Economic 
Factors  

Social Factors  
 

 

B
io

d
’y 

H
ealth

  

S
o

il 

 Water  Air  Climatic 
Factors 

Material 
Assets  

H
eritag

e  

L
an

d
scap

e  

Abridged Core 
Strategy Objectives   

S
trong S

ustain
able 

E
conom

y 

E
nha

nce T
ow

n
 

C
entre V

iability   

prom
ote 

S
ustain

able 
T

ourism
 

A
ffordable 

H
ousing 

A
ccess to S

ervices  

Learnin
g &

 S
kills  

R
ed

uce C
rim

e  

A
ddress P

overty  

C
ultural A

ctivities  

U
rba

n D
esign  

C
om

m
unity 

Involvem
ent 

P
rotect N

atural 
E

nviro
nm

ent 

 Im
prove H

um
an                                  

H
ealth

S
oil Q

ua
lity 

W
ater E

fficiency  

W
ater P

ollution  

F
lood R

isk  

P
ublic T

ranspo
rt  

F
ocus in U

rban 
A

rea 

  E
nergy E

fficiency  

R
ed

uce C
O

2 

C
lim

ate P
roofing  

M
inim

ise W
aste  

U
se of P

D
L 

P
rude

nt U
se of 

R
esources  

P
rotect H

istoric 
E

nviro
nm

ent 

M
ainta

in an
d 

E
nha

nce Q
ua

lity of 
landscap

e

6. Enhance & im
lity & 

prove 
the qua

 urban area 
appearance of 
existing
 

C C C - - C C C C C C ? C ? ? ? ? C C ? ? ? ? C ? ? C 

7. Address Climate 
Change  C C C - - C - C - ? - C C C C C C C C C C C C C C ? ? 

8. Develop 
Community cohesion  C C C C C C C C C ? C ? C ? ? ? ? C ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
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2.1.4 The compatibility assessment indicates that the Core Strategy objective

compatible with the SA objectives. The Core Strategy objectives 

consistent with sustainable principles and the aims of the West Midland

identifies the need to create sustainable and balanced communities as key issues f

the region. It is considered the successful implementation of the C

objectives will aid the diversification of the Borough’s economy, raise environmenta

quality and contribute to regeneration and revitalisation of the Borough

areas. Furth

s are broadly 

are generally 

s RSS, which 

or 

ore Strategy 

l 

’s main urban 

ermore the assessment demonstrates that there are no incompatibilities 

s and the SA 

g the delivery 

objective 2), 

uneaton and 

 5), re-use of 

ise the utilisation of renewable energy (objective 7) 

 (objective 8) 

tors, material 

e significant 

 and visitors 

ecise location and nature of development, 

rgy adopted in 

n (for example inappropriate renewable energy schemes could have 

, the built and natural environment) is 

portant that 

tegy:  

  

onstruction; 

 Ensures new design and layout of new development supports sustainable waste 

management;  

 Supports the use of and generation of renewable energy;  

 Ensure that new development makes a positive contribution to the environment 

and is carried out to high environmental standards; 

and only a number of uncertainties between the Core Strategy Objective

Objectives.        

2.1.5 There are uncertainties between the Core Strategy objectives concernin

of the RSS targets (objective 1), provision of a mix of housing types (

additional employment sites (objective 3), continued development of N

Bedworth town centres (objective 4), infrastructure provision (objective

derelict sites (objective 6), maxim

and making a significant contribution to developing community cohesion

and a number of the SA Objectives (biodiversity, soil, water, climatic fac

assets, cultural heritage and landscape).  

2.1.6 The implementation of the Core Strategy objectives will clearly hav

economic and social benefits for the Borough’s community, workers

however uncertainties exist because the pr

infrastructure design, extent of energy efficiency and renewable ene

building desig

significant adverse effects on landscape

unknown at this stage of Core Strategy preparation.  

2.1.7 In order to ensure these incompatibilities do not come to light it will be im

the Core Stra

 Commits to high standards of energy efficiency;

 Provides policies for supporting sustainable design, demolition and c
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 Adopts high environmental standards;          

 

implemented 

he local community and 

the natural environment resulting from the planned growth.   

 

 Ensures a high standard of design in all new development; and  

 Monitors the implementation of environmental standards.   

2.1.8 If these measures are not adopted and suitable mitigation measures 

then there is the potential for significant negative impacts on t



 Nuneaton and Bedworth Local Development Framework       
Core Strategy Issues and Options Sustainability Appraisal Report   

17 

 

3 APPRAISAL OF THE STRATEGIC DEVELOPMENT OPTIONS 

development 

 West Midlands RSS might 

 1-5 consider alternatives for accommodating Nuneaton and Bedworth’s 

 

t land within 

 plan period. 

ns between 

e required to 

housing land 

lan period.  The precise quantum of development associated with 

00 

ings and employment land.  Details of the Coventry development options are 

provided in Section 3.17. 

worth spatial 

 All options include development of brownfield land within the Borough’s existing 

urban areas first, before being directed to the countryside, Area of Restraint and 

 At least 10,800 houses between 2006 and 2026; 

e in Nuneaton; 

ment land; and 

3.1.5 Details of the Nuneaton and Bedworth spatial development options depicted in the 

Core Strategy Issues and Options Paper are set out below:    

Option 1: Sequential Approach   

3.1 INTRODUCTION  

3.1.1 The Core Strategy Issues and Options Report sets out eight spatial 

options on how the growth requirements specified in the

be accommodated, in particular the broad locations of development.  

3.1.2 Options

growth. Options 6-8 consider alternatives to accommodate growth associated with

Coventry.  

3.1.3 Options 6-8 have been included as there is unlikely to be sufficien

Coventry to meet RSS employment land and housing targets over the

Options 6-8 are in effect Coventry “overspill” options.  Further discussio

Coventry City Council and Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council ar

reach an agreement to ensure continuity of supply of employment and 

provision over the p

Coventry’s growth is unknown at this stage, however it is likely to include 3-4,0

dwell

3.1.4 There are a number of common elements to the Nuneaton and Bed

options: 

 

then Green Belt;   

 65,000 metres squared of retail and office spac

 96 hectares of employ

 27-29 new gypsy and travel pitches up to 2017.  

 

 This option adopts a sequential approach to the development of land. 
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 Development would be focused on the existing urban areas before being directed 

would be the 

first instance 

 Nicolas and 

worth North). 

nd within the urban area, countryside 

nt to meet development needs.  It is therefore unlikely that 

under this option Green Belt land would be required. 

to the countryside, Area of Restraint and then Green Belt.   

 The existing urban areas of Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington 

initial focus for new development.  Development would then in the 

be directed to the north of the Borough to the locality of St

Weddington and to the north west of Bedworth (to the locality of Bed

 It is likely that there would be sufficient la

and Area of Restrai

Option 2: North/South Corridor 

 Development would be directed along a north/ south corridor through the 

ton-Coventry 

nt within the 

 within easy 

 Development on sites outside the existing urban area would be primarily located 

Nuneaton in Abbey and Wem Brook and Arbury and 

 and on the north, east and western edges of Bedworth in and 

rth South. 

Borough following the main arterial road of the A444 and the Nunea

railway line. 

 Nuneaton and Bedworth would absorb some of the developme

existing urban areas.  Development will then be focused on areas

reach of the A444. 



on the southern edges of 

Stockingford

adjacent to the localities of Bedworth North and Bedwo

Option 3: Nuneaton Focus A, B and C 

A: North of Nuneaton 

 This option seeks to direct development to the north of Nuneaton. 

 Development that cannot be absorbed within the existing urban areas of 

irected to the area north of 

 and on the 

B: East of Nuneaton 

 This option would direct development to the east of Nuneaton. 

 Development that cannot be absorbed within the existing urban areas of 

Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington would be directed to the east of Nuneaton 

Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington would be d

Nuneaton, primarily within the locality of Weddington and St Nicolas

eastern edge of Camp Hill and Galley Common. 
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within the south east area of the locality of Weddington and St Nicolas and to 

and Bulkington. 

 

Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington would be directed to the west of Nuneaton 

 of Arbury and Stockingford. 

Option 4: Bedworth Focus

Whitestone 

C: West of Nuneaton 

 This option would direct development to the west of Nuneaton. 

 Development that cannot be absorbed within the existing urban areas of

within the locality

 

rth. 

 

Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington would be directed to the edges of the built 

rth, Bedworth South and the western edge of Whitestone 

 This option would direct development to the east and west of Bedwo

 Development that cannot be absorbed within the existing urban areas of

up area in Bedworth No

and Bulkington where it joins with Bedworth South. 

Option 5: Small Urban Extensions  

 This option would spread development across the whole Borough. 

at cannot be absorbed within the existing urban areas of 

ges of those 

 development 

e 

 plan-makers 

 

tion process 

ptions.  

.2 The assessment provides a means by which the relative merits of the individual 

options can be assessed. The appraisal will ascertain the environmental, social and 

economic effects of each option as well as the identification of issues to be 

addressed later in the Core Strategy preparation process and the provision of 

recommendations, which could improve the sustainability performance of the options.   

        

 Development th

Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington would be directed to the ed

areas.  Development would therefore be directed to all localities.    

3.2 APPRAISAL PURPOSE  

3.2.1 SA is an extremely powerful tool in the development and refinement of

plan document options. This stage offers the opportunity to appraise the Cor

Strategy Issues and Options Report and document the findings, so that

can work towards a Core Strategy preferred option. This is an invaluable stage of the

SA which will help inform the Core Strategy Issues and Options consulta

and assist the Council to develop, select and explain the Core Strategy o

3.2
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3.3 METHOD OF THE APPRAISAL 

sustainability 

age A. The 

development 

the Regional 

 Midlands7 which was 

and plans to 

ork supports 

plementary 

 the framework set out a number of sustainable 

society, the 

s of the Core Strategy evaluation 

est Midlands 

ut in the SA 

rk have been organised under SA and SEA topic.       

3.3.4  considers the effects of the options relative to one another. The 

fo as scored using the following seven-

int

3.3.1 Each of the eight Core Strategy options were tested against the 

objectives detailed in the SA Framework6 developed during SA St

sustainability objectives were broadly based upon the sustainable 

objectives set out in the Council’s 2005 LDF SA Framework and 

Sustainable Development Framework (RSDF) for the West

prepared by Sustainability West Midlands.     

3.3.2 The overarching aim of the RSDF is to aid all strategies, policies 

contribute to a sustainable future for the West Midlands. The Framew

the Regional Assembly’s goal of ensuring that regional strategies are com

and aligned. To achieve this vision

development objectives which reflect regional priorities around 

environment, resources and the economy.  

3.3.3 Using the RSDF sustainable objectives as the basi

ensures continuity between the regional sustainable framework, the W

RSS and its accompanying SA8. The sustainability objectives set o

Framewo

 The assessment

per rmance of each Core Strategy option w

po  scale:  

Score Description 

++ tive effect   Option likely to result in a significant posi

+ Option likely to result in a positive effect  

0 Neutral (neither positive or negative significant effect)  

? The impact between the option and SA objective is uncertain 

- No relationship  

-- Option likely to result in a significant negative effect  

- Option likely to result in a negative effect  

 

3.3.5 It should be noted that the scoring was based on available information in respect 

each of the

of 

 options and has been based on the SA team’s judgment. Although 

mitigation measures have been proposed within the appraisal table the spatial 
                                                 
6 As a result of comments received during the SA Scoping Report consultation the SA Framework has subsequently been 
revised. The revised SA Framework forms the basis for the Core Strategy Issues and Options assessment.     
 
7 A Sustainable Future for the West Midlands: Regional Sustainable Development Framework, Version Two, July 2006, 
Sustainability West Midlands.  
8 Sustainability Appraisal of Draft Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) Phase 2 Revision for the West Midlands, Scoping Report, 
June 2006, URSUS   



 Nuneaton and Bedworth Local Development Framework       
Core Strategy Issues and Options Sustainability Appraisal Report   

21 

 

options have been scored on the basis that no mitigation measures have been 

t in the matrix below and a summary of the 

appraisal findings is provided in Section 3.4.    

 

applied.   

3.3.6 The full appraisal results are set ou
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Table 3: Nuneaton and Bedw Appraisal Results  orth Spatial Options 1- 5 Sustainability 

Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

Economic Factors  

Achieve a strong, stabl
and sustainable econom
and prosperity for the 
benefit of all th

e 
y 

e Borough’s 
inhabitants  
 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
There is much commonality between th
relation to their contribution to the Borou
Under all seven options provision will be m
employment land between 2006 and 2026
signifi

e seven options in 
gh’s economy. 

ade for 96ha of 
 thereby 

cantly improving the Borough’s economic performance 
and competiveness.  
       

To enhance the vitality of 
town centres ++ 0 ++ ++ ++ + 0 

Regeneration of the market towns of Nuneaton and 
Bedworth and Bulkington village are key aspirations for all 

s 1 and 3 (a, b and c) focus development in and 
elping vitality and 

worth town centre 
buting less to the vitality and viability of 

brancy of 

f an impact on the 
ability of Nuneaton and Bedworth town centres 

ore dispersed 
rmine the town 

options.  
 
Option
around Nuneaton town centre thereby h
viability of Nuneaton.   
 
Option 4 focuses development on Bed
thereby contri
Nuneaton but with positive effects on the vi
Bedworth town centre.    
 
Options 2 and 5 are likely to have a less o
vitality and vi
compared to the alternative options. The m
locations of areas of search potentially unde
centre’s role and regeneration.   
 

To promote sustainable 
tourism ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Not a direct con
? 

sideration of the Issues and Options Report. 
 
Although improved accessibility and public transport services 
under all options will contribute to the expansion of a 
sustainable tourism industry.  
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

Direct measures to stimulate tourism grow
included in the next stage of Core Strategy 
policy support for major venue buildings

th should be 
preparation. E.g. 

, hotels, conference 
centres.     

Soci rs  al Facto

Provide decent and 
affordable housing for 
the right quantity, type, 
tenure and affordabilit
meet local n

all, of 

y to 
eeds, in clean, 

safe and pleasant 
environments 
 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ Providing everyone with an opportunity to li
and affordable home is a key objective 
There is an acute shortage of affordable hou
Borough. All options are likely to ensure a pr
mixture of housing sizes, potentially brin
age group

++ ve in a decent 
of the Core Strategy. 

sing in the 
ovision of a 

ging together various 
s and social groups thereby promoting social 

l deliver a proportion of affordable homes 
f creating mixed and 

reenfield 
development under all the options 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 offer 

ded family 

The Core Strategy preferred options and policies will need to 
encourage the provision of housing for the elderly and for 
people with special needs.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

inclusion and equity.  
 
All options wil
thereby contributing to the aim o
balanced communities.  
 
The increased level of Green Belt and g

increased opportunities to deliver much nee
housing.    
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

Ensure easy and equitab
access to services, facilit
and opportunities, includ
jobs and learn
people are not 
disadvantaged with re
to ethnicity, gender, ag
disability, faith, sexual

l
ies 
ing 

ing, and that 

gard 
e, 

ity, 
background or location 
 

e 
0 ++ + ++ ++ + + 

Areas of restraint to the west of Nuneaton a
inaccessible thereby contributing to a lower 

re very 
score for Option 

1.     

 would improve 
accessibility to services and facilities under options 2, 3B, 
3C.  

ct areas close to 
 Bedworth town centres respectively and 

under Option 5 
wever this is 

f contributing to 
 competitiveness a significant number of jobs will 

be created in highly accessible locations i.e. along the A444, 

 
A444 and rail improvements at Bermuda

 
Options 3A and 4 are relatively compa
Nuneaton and
therefore relatively accessible. 
 
The dispersed locations of area of search 
could undermine sustainable access.  Ho
counter balanced by the fact that in terms o
economic

A5 (T), A4254 and the M6.   
 

Promote investment in 
future prosperity, including 
ongoing investment and 
engagement in learning and 
skills development 
 

+ + + + + + + Direct measures to stimulate educationa
raise skill levels are currentl

l achievement and 
y absent. However all options 

d on-the-job training 
 

The Core Strategy should include policies to facilitate 
tment and training 

policies. E.g. policy support for adult education facilities.     

offer potential for life-long learning an
through new employment opportunities.    
 

educational achievement and local recrui

 
Reduce crime, fear of crime 
and antisocial behaviour ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Not a consideration in the Core Strategy Iss
Report.  
 
Crime rates are currently high in the Boroug

? 
ues and Options 

h and anti social 
behaviour could further increase due to the anticipated levels 
of growth and town centre activity. The Core Strategy 
policies and preferred options will need to include reference 
to specific measures and policies to minimise crime and fear 
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

of crime.  E.g. adoption of Secured by Design principles. 
 

Address poverty and 
disadvantage, takin
account the particular 
difficulties of those facin

g into 

g 
multiple disadvantage 
 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ + 
The Issues and Options Report does no
measures to improve poverty although im
poverty and health is likely to o

+ 
t include any direct 

provement to 
ccur under all options as a 

result of increased employment opportunities.  

re Strategy preparation 
rds of high deprivation such as Abbey, Camp Hill 

ing sizes, potentially 
social groups 

g social inclusion and equity. Affordable 
housing is much needed in the Borough and all options are 

 help improve the well 
lp reduce social 

ers and 
workforce.  

Development in accessible locations shall help all sections of 
oser to the 

Options 1, 2 , 3a and 3c have the potential to improve access 
o deprived 

 Brook and Bar Pool 

 
ss to employment 

and housing opportunities to deprived communities and 
individuals in Heath, Bede, Poplar and Exhall wards.   
 
The critical issue of child poverty can be tackled through the 

 
Important that future stages of Co
target wa
and Wem Brook.   
  
All options will provide a mixture of hous
bringing together various age groups and 
thereby promotin

likely to contribute to this need.  
 
Meeting affordable housing targets will
being of the local population and he
exclusion, help provide housing for key work
therefore provide businesses with a diverse 
 

the society, bringing facilities and services cl
residents, providing access to all.  
 

to employment and housing opportunities t
communities in Abbey, Camp Hill, Wem
wards. 

Option 4 has the potential to improve acce
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

provision of child care facilities, quality ope
and educational facilities. These issues ne
addressed through development control po
Strategy should promote the 

n spaces, leisure 
ed to be 
licies. The Core 

dual and multiple use of school 
facilities (sports pitches, tennis courts etc).     
 

Improve opportunities to 
participate in the divers
cultural, sport and 

onal opportun

e 

recreati ities 
the Borough can offer 
 

+ + + + + + + 
Not a direct issue addressed by the Issu
Report. Although development on the e
areas within close proximity to the open cou
Options provide increased access for reside

es and Options 
dge of the built up 

ntryside under all 
nts to the 

d recreation activities.  

All options have a unique opportunity to plan for Green 

lopment to contribute 
s and children and 

youth play space.  The next stage of the Core Strategy 
facilities and public 

countryside thereby offering leisure an
 

Infrastructure, sport and recreation.   
 
The Core Strategy should require deve
towards the provision of leisure facilitie

should include policies to protect leisure 
open spaces.   
   

Encourage land use and 
development that creates 
and sustains well-designe
high quality built 
environments that 
incorporate green spac

d, 

e, 
encourage biodiversity, and 

ns
promote loca
distinctiveness and se
of place 
 

l 
e 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
The Issues and Options Report doe
quality of new developments. 
 
The Core Strategy preferred options sh
significant emphasis on the need for hig
sustainable d

s not consider design 

ould place a 
h quality and 

esign which makes a positive contribution to 
ealm. Policies to 

ncluded in the 
townscape quality and the wider public r
facilitate high quality design should be i
preferred options stage.      
 

Enable communities to 
influence the decisions that 
affect their neighbourhoods 
and quality of life  
 

++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ ++ 
All stages of Core Strategy preparation will be subject to 
extensive public and stakeholder consultation, thereby 
allowing the community and stakeholders to have inputs in 
plan preparation.  
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

 

Biodiversity  

To protect and enh
natural environ
habitats, species, 
land

ance the 
ment, 

scapes and inland 
waters 
 

- -- - - - - 
Ultimately impacts on the biodiversity
quantum of new land take, the location a
development a

-- 
 will depend on 

nd design of 
reas. However in general terms impacts on 

this objective are as follows:  

ns have the 
gh’s biodiversity 

de areas. Although the 
ortunity for significant 

tion.  

All options are likely to result in the loss of greenfield land 
versity.    

kely to have a detrimental effect on 
Hill Quarry SSSI and 

rve (LNR).   

ntal effect on Ensor’s 
SSI and LNR.   

 
ental effect on the 

ature 
ation.  

rence and support to 
cture. This offers the 

opportunity to develop links and extend the existing network 
of green spaces and sites providing green corridors.  
 
Furthermore enhanced green infrastructure offers 

 
Given the extent of required growth all optio
potential to impact negatively on the Borou
assets in both the urban and countrysi
Core Strategy does offer the opp
ecological enhancement and habitat crea
 

with negative impacts on habitats and biodi
 
Additionally Option 2 is li
Ensor’s Pool SAC, SSSI, LNR, the Griff 
Bedworth Sloughs local nature rese
 
Option 3c is likely to have a detrime
Pool SAC, S

Option 4 is likely to have a detrim
Bedworth Slough’s LNR.  
 
It is considered potential impacts on these n
conservation sites may be capable of mitig
 
The Core Strategy should include refe
the design of new Green Infrastru
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

opportunities to provide a network of contin
spaces linked to the Borough’s rivers (Anke
Harrow Brook etc) and canals cycle netwo
existing public rights of way. A green infrastr
across the Borough can help preserve, 
ecological areas, provide recreational areas 
communities and visitors, provide health
community and can assist with

uous open 
r, Breach Brook, 

rks and the 
ucture network 

manage and enhance 
serving local 

 benefits for the local 
 flood prevention by reducing 

apture.     

ies to ensure that 
diversity and any 

habitats which are lost to development are replaced.   
 

excessive run off and increase rainfall c
 
The Core Strategy should include polic
developments enhance and retain bio

Population and Hum n Healta h  

Improve health and redu
health inequalities by 
encouraging and enabli
healthy active li

ce 

ng 
festyles and 

protecting health, as well as 
providing equitable access 
to health services 
 

+ + + + + + 
Also refer to comments on addressing pove
 
It is considered all options will improve ec
and provide public open spaces conseq
impacts on social in

+ 
rty.  

onomic inclusion 
uently having positive 

clusion, human health and well being.  
 positive effects on 

re all options will ensure the integration of 
ples’ daily lives at 

ss to open spaces 

rtunity to improve the Borough’s 
walking and cycling network as well as linking with areas of 
deprivation and the Green Infrastructure network. A safe 
attractive walking and cycling environment is central to 
healthy living and well being.  
 

Employment activity can have long term
human health and well being.  
 
Furthermo
opportunities for physical activity into peo
no or low cost, through the increased acce
and leisure facilities.   
 
All Options have the oppo
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

Promoting development within the Borough
areas under all options provide homes within cl
to a range of health and lei

’s main urban 
ose proximity 

sure services. 

ent under option 5 
etween health 

ereby increasing car 
and reducing opportunities for walking and 

ould include 
measures to improve the Borough’s pedestrian and cycle 
networks.         
 

 
The more dispersed nature of developm
will generally lead to increased distances b
care facilities, local services and jobs th
dependence 
cycling to access facilities.      
 
The Core Strategy preferred options sh

Soil 

To protect and improve soil 
quality - - - - - - - 

The potential greenfield development under all options could 
lead to loss of productive soils to development.  
 

Water  

Use natural resources, 
such as water 
including by incor
efficiency meas

use a

efficiently, 
porating 

ures into 
new land nd 
developments, 
redevelopment and 
refurbishment  
 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
Water efficiency is not a consideration in th
Issues and Options Document.  
 
Increased housing and employment acti

e Core Strategy 

vity under all options 
d, posing increased 

 might result in increased 
nd related pollution effects. 

to ensure 
ter.  

 

will result in increased water deman
pressure on water resources. This
ground water abstraction a
 
The Core Strategy should include policies 
sustainable use and management of wa

Minimise water pollution 
levels - - - - - - 

Specific measures relating to the minimisation of water 
pollution levels have not been considered in the Issues and 
Options document.     

- 
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

 
Development under all options will inevit
impermeable surfaces resulting in increa
and potential pollution of water courses. Alt
implementation of initiatives to reduce run o
roofs and channelling of s

ably increase 
sed water run off 

hough the 
ff such as green 

urface water into SUDs would help 
reduce potential groundwater pollution.    

saving technology 
re Core Strategy 

cycling.  The 
 should also include policies relating to the 

 
Policies to ensure the integration of water 
in development should be included in futu
stages. e.g. rain water recycling, grey water re
Core Strategy
improvement of water quality.   
 

Ensure that new 
developments avoid 
which are at ris

areas 
k from 

flooding and natural flood 
storage areas 
 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? risk, which may expand due to clima
 
It should be noted that at this stage of Core 
preparation, the spatial options do not ha
boundaries and therefore impacts on flo
be assessed at this stage. The Sustaina

Areas of Nuneaton and Bedworth lie within areas of flood 
te change.  

Strategy 
ve geographic 

od risk areas can not 
bility Appraisal of the 

Core Strategy preferred options and site allocations 
documents within that document will assess flood risk in 
detail.  
  

Air  

Increase use of 
transport, cycling and 
walki

public 

ng as a proportion of 
total travel in order to 
reduce road traffic 
congestion, pollution and 
accidents 
 

-- 0 - - - - -- 
Transport is a key source of pollutants to
travel and pro

 air. Sustainable 
moting modal split in favour of more 

alking and public 
e Core Strategy 

 
Given the Council’s statutory growth requirements it is 
considered that traffic growth is likely to occur under all 
options. Although locating major development at sustainable 

sustainable modes such as cycling, w
transport is not directly addressed in th
Issues and Options Report.  
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

locations and facilitating the use of sustain
transport will reduce the need fo
thereby having positive impa

able modes of 
r the use of the private car, 

cts on air quality.  

h under options 1, 
hift away from the 

round the new rail 
score higher in 
attern under option 2 
on at Bermuda. 

t sites will still be required at 
ons. 

ortunity for modal 
h Nuneaton and 

ome facilities and 
 However combined 

se in traffic as a result of growth 
pment sites 

gative.  

oad Gyratory Air 
nd the proposed Central 

Road/Corporation Street Air Quality Management Area under 
lanned and managed to 

ity.  

 
The dispersed nature of the areas of searc
2 and 5 would tend to discourage modal s
car although if development is focused a
station at Bermuda then options would 
sustainability terms. The development p
is likely to help sustain the new rail stati
Although some developmen
more isolated Green Belt/ greenfield locati
 
Options 3 (a, b and c) and 4 have the opp
shift as a result of the improvements at bot
Bedworth rail stations which will enable s
jobs to be accessed by public transport.
with the anticipated increa
and the likely need for edge of town develo
impacts on air quality are likely to be ne
 
Development in and around the Leicester R
Quality Management Area a

all options will need to be carefully p
avoid the further deterioration of air qual
 

Ensure development is 
primarily focused in urba
areas, an

n 
d makes efficient 

use of existing physical 
infrastructure and reduces 
need to travel, especially by 
private car 
 

-- - - - - - -- Refer also to comments above regarding air quality.  

All Options will result in some greenfield land take. The 
dispersed nature of development under Options 1 and  5 
again contributes to the low score for this objective.        
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

Climatic Factors  

Reduce overall energy
through 

 us
increased energy 

efficiency 
 

e 
? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

Increasing energy efficiency has not been d
considered. The Core Strategy should inclu
policies aimed at reducing energy demand
energy e

irectly 
de measures and 

 and enhanced 
fficiency in the layout and design of residential and 

commercial buildings. 
   

Minimise the Borough’s 
contribution to the c
of climate change by 
reducing emissi
greenhouse gases from 

auses 

ons of 

transport, domestic, 
commercial and industrial 
sources 
 

-- - - - - - -- 
Dealing with climate change is a wide 
challenge cutting across all parts of so
objectives. The LDF has a critical role 
sustainable construction, encouraging 
sustainable patterns of land use that sup
modes of travel, reduce travel distances and 

ranging policy 
ciety and SA 

in promoting 
and enabling 

port sustainable 
the allocation of 

sites with good public transport access, thereby contributing 
reen house gas 

ad to raised carbon dioxide levels 
arbon dioxide are 

 their dispersed 
nature and distance from town centre facilities and amenities. 
This could be addressed through the intensification of 

dors and at key rail 

s 2, 3 (a, b and C) and 4 have the opportunity to utlise 
rammes. However 

ge of town, Green 

 
The development industry also offers a significant 
opportunity to cut carbon dioxide emissions.  The Core 
Strategy should include measures and policies aimed at 

to reducing carbon dioxide and other g
emissions.  
 
All options are likely to le
unless policies to deliver cuts in c
implemented through the Core Strategy.     
 
Options 1 and 5 perform less well owing to

development along public transport corri
nodes.  
 
Option
the Nuckle and Bermuda rail prog
development will still be required on ed
Belt and Greenfield locations.  
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

stimulating sustainable development and
policy support for use of renewable energ
efficiency, sustainable design, demolitio

 construction. E.g. 
y, energy 

n and construction, 
Code for Sustainable Homes.     
 

Implement a manag
response to the 
unavoidable impacts o
climate change, ensurin
that the design and 
planning process takes 

ed 

f 
g 

into 
account predicted changes 

imate   in the Borough’s cl
 

? ? ? ? ? ? ? 
All options were assessed to have an unce
stage of Core Strategy preparation, as de
construction 

rtain impact at this 
velopment design, 

methods and materials used are uncertain at 
this stage of plan preparation.  
 
  
 

Material Assets 

Encourage and enable 
waste minimisation, reus
recycling and recovery
divert resources away f

e, 
 to 
rom 

the waste stream, including 
the use of recycled 
materials where possible   
 

- - - - - - - 
Not a consideration in the Issues and Options Report. This is 
a critical issue as waste arisings will inevitably increase due 

s and economic 

 include measures 
recycling of waste 
construction waste) 

e.g. all new developments to use an element of recycled or 
reclaimed materials as part of construction, all new 

 the recycling of 

to the increase in the Borough’s household
activity.     
 
Future stages of the Core Strategy should
and policies to promote the re-use and 
(including measures aimed at reducing 

development to provide facilities to allow
materials.  
 

Encourage land use and 
development that optimises 
the use of previously 
developed land,  buildings 
and the efficient use of land 
 

- - - - - - - 
All options would lead to levels of Green Belt and/ or 
greenfield development. The precise levels of greenfield/ 
Green Belt development can not be determined at this stage 
of Core Strategy preparation.   
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

To ensure the prudent u
of resources 

se 
?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  ?  

Not addressed at this stage of Core Strateg
The outcome of this objective is depend
development, the extent to which sustaina
construction techniques

y preparation. 
ant on the location of 

ble design and 
 are implemented and the extent of 

use of sustainable building materials.   
 

Encourage local sourcing of 
food, goods and materials ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

The issue of local sourcing of food, goods and materials has 
ons Document.  

clude policies of 
courage the 

ly of food and goods, which will reduce the number 
and length of vehicular trips.    

not been considered in the Issues and Opti
 
Future stages of the Core Strategy should in
local sourcing of construction materials and en
local supp

Cultural Heritage  

To protect and enhance the 
historic environment ? ? ? ? ? ? ? 

All options could have a detrimental effect on the Bedworth 
Areas and the 

ct on the Nuneaton 
e Exhall Moated Site Scheduled Ancient 

storic Park and 

 
ated Site SAM 

rden at Arbury Hall.  

under Option 3 (a, 
aton Priory 

 harmed.  

ed Historic Park 
and Garden at Arbury Hall.  
 
Depending on the extent of intensification under Option 4 the 
character and setting of the Exhall Moated Site SAM and the 

and Nuneaton town centre Conservation 
Bulkington Conservation Area.   
 
Option 1 could have a detrimental impa
Priory and th
Monuments (SAM) and the Registered Hi
Garden at Bedworth Cemetery.    

Option 2 is likely to impact on the Exhall Mo
and the Registered Historic Park and Ga
 
Depending on the extent of intensification 
b and C) the character and setting of the Nune
SAM could be
 
Option 3c is likely to impact on the Register
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

Registered Historic Park and Garden at 
coul

Bedworth Cemetery 
d be harmed.   

 the two listed 
buildings which are on the Buildings at Risk Register at 
Arbury.   

oated Site SAM.  

ures and design policies 
will help avoid adverse impacts on sites of heritage 

ements to the 
er all options will 

ent, which will in turn 
ce traffic growth 

courage modal shift away from the private car will 
f the Borough’s 

The precise location and design of development is unknown 
at this stage so a final judgement on the effects of this SA 
objective at this stage of Core Strategy preparation can not 

 
Option 2 and 3c could adversely effect

 
Option 5 is likely to impact on the Exhall M
 
Implementation of mitigation meas

importance.  
 
However the anticipated widespread improv
Borough’s public realm and townscape und
improve the quality of the built environm
help support regeneration. Proposals to redu
and en
have direct positive effects for the setting o
historic features. 
 

be made.   

Landscape  

To maintain and enhance 
the quality of landscapes - - - - - - - 

Ultimately impacts on the landscape will depend on quantum 
f development 

cts on this objective 
are as follows:  

Option 1 is likely to have impacts on areas of restraint to the 
north and north west of Nuneaton.  
 
Option 2 is likely to have potential impacts on the open 

of new land take, the location and design o
areas. However in general terms impa
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Sustainability 
Objective  

Option 1- 
Sequential 
Approach 

Option 2- 
North/South 
Corridor 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus A 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus B 

Option 3- 
Nuneaton 
Focus C 

Option 4- 
Bedworth 
Focus 

Option 5- 
Small urban 
Extensions 

Appraisal Comments  

countryside and an area of restraint to the n
and on the Green Belt to the south a
Nuneaton and east an

orth of Nuneaton 
nd south west of 

d west of Bedworth.    

acts on the open 
he north of 

Nuneaton and a further area of restraint to the north west of 

acts on the Green 
Belt east and south east of Nuneaton and to the north of 

Option 3c is likely to impact on the Green Belt to the south 

Belt to the north 
orth and an area of 

orth.  

untryside to the 
north and east of Nuneaton, the Green Belt to the south east 

ington, south west of 
Bedworth and an area of restraint to the west of Nuneaton.  
 
Negative impacts could be mitigated through design 
measures.    

 
Option 3a is likely to have potential imp
countryside and on an area of restraint to t

Nuneaton.  
 
Option 3b is likely to have potential imp

Bulkington.  
 

west of Nuneaton.    
 
Option 4 is likely to impact on the Green 
east, east, west and south west of Bedw
open countryside to the north west of Bedw
 
Option 5 is likely to impact on the open co

of Nuneaton, the south west of Bulk
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3.4 NUNEATON AND BEDWORTH ASSESSMENT SUMMARY   

the emerging 

d by the Council to accommodate 

 do not have 

is stage. For 

 Belt and the 

side. These elements will be assessed in detail during the Core Strategy 

sustainability 

f 

lkington and 

ted to other 

 land in the 

rogressing a 

ousing Land 

Employment Land Study. These studies 

will help identify the potential of the Borough’s urban areas to accommodate 

A and the Employment Land Study the 

a of restraint 

3.5 

3.5.1 o 

seven spatial 

 provision of 

of employment land between 2006 and 2026 and to capitalise on the Borough’s 

sible from the 

ntre facilities 

through the improvements to Nuneaton and Bedworth rail stations under all options 

will improve quality of life, promote economic growth and enhance the Borough’s 

image.    

3.5.2 Focusing development within the urban areas Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington in 

the first instance for all options will provide for a range of land and premises for 

3.4.1 This section of the report summarises the sustainability implications of 

five spatial options which have been prepare

Nuneaton and Bedworth’s growth between now and 2026.  

3.4.2 At this stage of Core Strategy preparation the proposed spatial options

clear geographic boundaries and dimensions and therefore the effects of the spatial 

options on a number of the SA objectives could not be determined at th

example precise quantum of development in flood risk areas, the Green

country

Preferred Options which will include Allocations and the accompanying 

appraisal.  

3.4.3 An important point to note is that all options will involve the initial focus o

development in the existing urban areas of Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bu

once all suitable urban land is exhausted development will be redirec

parts of the Borough. The precise quantum of available developable

Borough’s urban areas is unknown at this stage. The Council is p

number of LDF evidence base studies, including the Strategic H

Availability Assessment (SHLAA) and the 

development. On completion of the SHLA

amount of land that will need to be released from the countryside, are

and the Green Belt will be realised.    

ECONOMIC FACTORS  

Each of the seven options offers potential advantages in terms of contributing t

employment diversity and economic growth. It is the intention of all 

options to deliver higher levels of growth and competitiveness with the

96ha 

excellent transport links with both Nuneaton and Bedworth easily acces

M1, M5, M6, M42 and the M69. Increased accessibility to town ce
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employment uses in attractive and accessible locations (by public transport, foot and 

3.5. isation of the 

urban areas, 

even options 

d 

ly w ll in relation to enhancement of the vitality and viability of 

d viability to 

3.5. of 

ustainability. 

d 

in accessible locations i.e. existing town centres (all options), along the A444 

 

3.5. d 5 has some 

an areas and 

endence on 

growth along 

a (particularly 

nd within the 

 the opportunity for increased mixed use and integration 

 2 offers the 

at 

d would help 

ities has the 

edworth town 

ing amenities 

and jobs in Coventry therefore having a detrimental effect on the Borough’s 

economic performance.      

3.5.8 In terms of delivering employment sites it is considered in order to meet both 

sustainable access and economic growth criteria, that a hybrid between Options 1, 2, 

3 and 4 might be considered. A mix of the four options which allocates sites around 

cycle).  

3 Nuneaton and Bedworth’s regeneration is closely linked to the revital

Borough’s image, in particular the regeneration of the existing main 

improved self-sufficiency and the attraction of a skilled labour force. All s

aspire to revitalize Nuneaton, Bedworth and Bulkington centres. Options 1, 3A, B an

C score particular e

Nuneaton town centre, with Option 4 contributing to the vitality an

Bedworth town centre.    

4 The provision of a variety of employment opportunities and spaces at a range 

accessible locations is considered to be the cornerstone of economic s

This criteria has been met by all options. A significant number of jobs will be create

(Options 2, 3b and 5), A5 (T) (Options 2, 3a and 5), A4254 (Options 3b and 5) and

the M6 (Options 2, 4 and 5).    

6 The more dispersed nature of the areas of search under options 1, 2 an

merit. Distributing new employment areas on land outside the main urb

on the edge of existing settlements could help avoid the over-dep

Nuneaton and Bedworth town centres as well as promoting economic 

transport corridors (A444) and at a key public transport node at Bermud

Option 2). The delivery of new employment areas outside the edge a

existing urban areas offers

between residential and employment development. In addition Option

opportunity to create a thriving mixed use centre around the new railway station 

Bermuda which will encourage more sustainable patterns of travel an

manage town centre traffic levels. 

3.5.7 Conversely too much dispersion of services and employment opportun

potential to undermine the role and self sufficiency of Nuneaton and B

centres.  The implementation of Option 4 could lead to residents access
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public transport nodes, such as the new train station at Bermuda and employment 

an areas is considered the most sustainable option. 

 

3.6. ered likely to 

ing access to 

 

of prosperity. Furthermore all options have the potential to 

 

3.6.  services can 

 

ssue as it is 

 pressure on 

nd promoting 

our of more sustainable modes such as cycling, walking and public 

tions Report. 

cessible and 

e one of the 

le home is a 

 an essential 

community need and a variety of housing types will be required to be delivered 

erate vitality, 

and services 

nd balanced 

3.6.5 A full range of household sizes for all income levels and ages, will help reduce the 

levels of outward commuting, will help attract business and improve the supply of 

employees. All options have the opportunity to deliver a range of housing types, 

including family housing, but ultimately this will depend on implementation of 

development control policy.  

sites in the existing urb

3.6 SOCIAL FACTORS  

1 All options score well against the social objectives. All options are consid

contribute to reducing poverty and social exclusion by virtue of improv

housing, employment and open space opportunities, thereby delivering an equitable

sharing of the benefits 

deliver life long learning and on the-job-training through the provision of new

employment opportunities.      

2 Accessibility is a critical issue and the way people access facilities and

have a significant impact on sustainability issues. Particularly if the private car is

favoured over more sustainable modes of travel. This is an important i

considered that the Borough’s future growth requirements will increase

Nuneaton and Bedworth’s transport infrastructure. Sustainable travel a

modal split in fav

transport is not directly addressed in the Core Strategy Issues and Op

Although Options 2, 3A, 3B, 3C and 4 direct development towards ac

sustainable locations.  

3.6.3 The modal shift away from the private car towards other sustainable modes of 

transport and to reduce the number of trips and trip length should b

underlying principles of the next stage of Core Strategy preparation.   

3.6.4 Providing everyone with an opportunity to live in a decent and affordab

key social target. Housing is a key driver to revitalisation and it is

through the LDF. A steady supply of housing is necessary to gen

facilitate continued economic prosperity, help support local shops 

required by local residents and help achieve the aim of creating mixed a

communities. 
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3.6.6 There is an acute shortage of affordable housing in the Borough. T

growth will further increase the pressure for affordable housing. The fi

2008 Nuneaton and Bedworth Strategic Housing Market Assessment 

an annual need for 430 affordable homes across the Borough. All seve

deliver a proportion of affordable housing and will thereby help meet th

affordable housing need and help foster diversity and social co

recommended that the next s

he proposed 

ndings of the 

show there is 

n options will 

e Borough’s 

hesion. It is 

tage of Core Strategy preparation considers policy 

 triggers the 

ve the potential to improve access to 

mmunities in 

3.6. ugh, the next 

ion for these 

re socially excluded groups and by endorsing new 

otes social inclusion. The social inclusion of all community groups will 

hich is key 

3.7 

act negatively 

as. Although 

enhancement 

3.7.2 e a detrimental effect on Ensor’s Pool SAC, SSSI, LNR, the 

Griff Hill Quarry SSSI and Bedworth Sloughs local nature reserve (LNR). Option 3c is 

Option 4 

al effect on the Bedworth Slough’s LNR. If these options 

d need to be 

3.7.3 The extent of negative impacts on the natural environment will depend on the 

detailed proposals set out in the Core Strategy preferred Options document and the 

mitigation measures implemented.  

3.7.4 The final Core Strategy document should include measures to protect and enhance 

the Borough’s rivers and canal corridors and immediate surroundings from 

options in terms of lowering the affordable housing threshold which

requirement for affordable housing.       

3.6.7 Additionally Options 1, 2, 3A and 3C ha

employment opportunities and a variety of housing types to deprived co

Abbey, Camp Hill, Bar Pool and Wem Brook wards.     

9 Given 27-29 new gypsy and traveller pitches are required in the Boro

stage of the Core Strategy should present options which make provis

sites. Gypsies and travellers a

pitches prom

ensure and promote balanced and fully integrated communities, w

objective of the West Midlands RSS.    

BIODIVERSITY   

3.7.1 Given the extent of required growth all options have the potential to imp

on the Borough’s biodiversity assets in both urban and countryside are

the Core Strategy does offer the opportunity for significant ecological 

and habitat creation.  

Option 2 is likely to hav

likely to have a detrimental effect on Ensor’s Pool SAC, SSSI and LNR and 

is likely to have a detriment

are to be taken forward, impacts on SSSI’s, LNRs and the SAC woul

addressed. 
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development. It is important that the canal corridors are incorporated into future 

e developers 

s to enhance 

nnect the Borough’s network of ecological and geological sites should also be 

 improve the 

ision and to see the potential of public open 

ate a strong 

ssets, protect local distinctiveness and minimise 

habitat fragmentation. It is important to appreciate that green infrastructure is not 

bitats, but a 

rough’s blue 

rook, Harrow 

watercourses 

s. 

portant that green infrastructure links and extends the network of existing 

 and links from the urban setting through suburban to 

k, Shuntings 

ject are also 

3.8 

3.8. y rest on the 

oving access 

nd recreation 

facilities. It is considered all options will improve economic inclusion and provide 

public open spaces consequently having positive impacts on social inclusion, human 

health and well being.  Employment activity can have long term positive effects on 

human health and well being. Furthermore all options will ensure the integration of 

opportunities for physical activity into peoples’ daily lives at no or low cost, through 

Green Infrastructure Plans for the Borough.  

3.7.5 Consideration should be given to the inclusion of policies to ensur

incorporate habitats into buildings and communal spaces.   Opportunitie

and co

identified.  

3.7.6 The preparation of the Core Strategy offers a significant opportunity to

Borough’s green infrastructure prov

spaces, ecological and geological sites improved and enhanced to cre

green infrastructure throughout the Borough.  

3.7.7 The protection and enhancement of the Borough’s existing green infrastructure is 

important to help conserve natural a

merely a series of green corridors linking biodiversity sites and ha

network of multifunctional green spaces.  

3.7.8 The Core Strategy offers the opportunity to further re-invigorate the Bo

landscape as a major environmental, recreational, transport and economic asset. 

Green infrastructure embracing the Borough’s rivers (Anker, Breach B

Brook etc) and Canals would not only help link communities to these 

but would also enhance the health and well-being of existing communitie

3.7.9 It is im

assets providing green corridors

rural. It is critical that links to other wider initiatives such as Green Trac

Walkway, Weddington Country Walk, the Landscape for Living Pro

explored.   

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH  

1 Enhancing the health of the Borough’s population does not exclusivel

increased provision of and access to health services but also about impr

to rewarding jobs, a variety of housing types, open space, leisure a
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the increased access to leisure facilities and open spaces be it urban public spaces 

3.8. ve options as 

eprived individuals and 

    

3.8.3 

rage journey 

facilities and 

 cycle. Activities such as 

 and walking improve people’s health which reduces sickness and obesity 

3.9 

ns will lead to the loss of 

productive soils to development. The creation of green space under all options 

3.10

3.10.1 and Options 

d 

oyment growth will result in increased water demand. Future stages of the Core 

umption and 

age systems 

 green roofs, 

 the specific 

ge.  Given 

groundwater 

 and flood risk are pertinent issues. 

3.10.3 It is anticipated that the application of modern principles and standards to new 

development, the use of modern methods of construction and environmental 

standards will help reduce risks to water resources. The use of sustainable urban 

drainage systems will also help mitigate risk of groundwater and surface water 

pollution.       

or the open countryside.   

2 Options 1, 2 and 3A and 3C have additional benefits over the alternati

they will provide employment opportunities and housing to d

communities within Abbey, Camp Hill, Bar Pool and Wem Brook wards. 

Options 3 (a, b and c) and 4  score particularly well as development is focused within 

close proximity to the existing urban areas which will reduce ave

distances and increase the opportunities to access town centre 

employment opportunities by public transport, foot and

cycling

levels and consequently reduces pressure on local health services.    

SOIL  

3.9.1 Green Belt and/ or greenfield development under all optio

presents opportunities for soil creation.     

 WATER  

Water efficiency is not a consideration in the Core Strategy Issues 

Document. Water efficiency is a key issue as the significant planned housing an

empl

Strategy will need to address issues relating to reduced water cons

water efficiency. Consideration should also be given to sustainable drain

to manage surface-water run off such as the use of porous paving,

SUDs.   

3.10.2 The Core Strategy Issues and Options Document does not present

locations of development so impacts on flood risk is unknown at this sta

the extent of land within the Borough that lies within flood risk areas 

protection
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3.10 l options are 

eable surfaces resulting in 

ased water run off and potential pollution of water courses.     

3.11 respect of air 

tential of the 

development. 

rneys will be 

e a balance 

ss. It is recommended 

cil intends to 

e.  

3.11 rowth is likely 

 employment 

 mixed use 

growth under 

odal shift away 

car as a result of the areas of search being in relatively close 

edworth rail 

nsport.       

3.12

3.12 sustainability 

reasing energy efficiency is currently not directly addressed by the Core 

rgy efficiency 

g growth and 

ntly increase 

luded in the 

 sustainable 

practices across the Borough thereby having a positive impact on reducing carbon 

emissions and contributing to the Government’s targets of an 80% reduction in 

carbon emissions by 2050 and eradicating fuel poverty by 2016.   

3.12.3 Ensuring development is climate change proof should be part of the essential 

infrastructure for development areas, including both residential and commercial 

.4 Linked to flood risk is the issue of run off rates from development. Al

likely to lead to the inevitable increase of imperm

incre

3.11 AIR  

.1 It is considered that the spatial options will have mixed outcomes in 

quality. Impacts on air quality have been considered in relation to the po

spatial options to deliver sustainable patterns and locations of 

Increasing the modal share of public transport and fewer car based jou

key to reducing air quality impacts. The Core Strategy needs to strik

between reducing traffic flows and improved town centre acce

that the Core Strategy clearly sets out the strategies which the Coun

adopt to promote alternatives to the car and increase public transport us

.2 Regardless of which option is implemented it is considered that traffic g

to increase under all options due to the level of planned housing and

growth. Although, under Option 2 there is potential for thriving

development close to the new rail station at Bermuda.  The pattern of 

Options 3 (a, b and c) and 4 provides the opportunity to deliver a m

from the private 

proximity to the town centres and improvements at both Nuneaton and B

stations will enable some facilities and jobs to be accessed by public tra

 CLIMATIC FACTORS  

.1 Reducing the causes and impacts of climate change is a critical 

objective. Inc

Strategy Issues and Options Report. Sustainability and increasing ene

should be given a prominent role within the Core Strategy as the housin

the anticipated increased economic activity in the Borough will significa

energy demand.   

3.12.2 Renewable energy and energy efficient design policies should be inc

Core Strategy, which will reduce energy consumption and will foster
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buildings. Incorporating renewable energy and energy efficient design

macro scale (e.g. macro renewable energy projects) and micro scale (

micro-sale renewables into housing, such as ground source heat p

source

, both at the 

integration of 

umps, water 

 heat pumps, photovoltaic panels) should be a key consideration of the Core 

l options include development of brownfield land within the Borough’s 

d 

s the issue of 

in 

economic activity and household numbers, all options are likely to negatively impact 

e next stage of the Core Strategy should support the necessary 

nd 

pact on the 

AMs and Registered 

 include policy 

ites and buildings. It 

eritage features 

sses.       

ity and design 

lopment could lead to potential negative impacts and 

s. High density development in the Borough’s main urban areas 

could lead to an increase in traffic levels, place extra pressure on local services, 

l amenity 

 an area 

loosing its distinctive qualities.  

3.15 LANDSCAPE  

3.15.1 Ultimately impacts on landscape will depend on the quantum of new land take and 

the location and design of new development areas. However it is considered that all 

options score poorly against this theme. All options involve Green Belt and/ or 

Strategy.   

3.13 MATERIAL ASSETS  

3.13.1 Although al

existing urban areas first all options will entail some Green Belt and/ or greenfiel

development.     

3.13.2 The Core Strategy Issues and Options Report does not currently addres

waste and recycling and with waste arisings likely to increase due to the increase 

on this objective. Th

infrastructure to promote sustainable waste management.   

3.14 CULTURAL HERITAGE    

3.14.1 To date the Core Strategy does not consider impacts on sites of heritage a

conservation impacts. The growth requirements could negatively im

character and distinctive qualities of the Borough’s town centres and Conservation 

Areas as well as the setting of the Borough’s listed buildings, S

Parks and Gardens. The next stage of the Core Strategy should

support to protect local character and enhance locally important s

is important to protect and enhance the Borough’s townscape and h

as it acts as an important lure for new residents, visitors and busine

3.14.2 The Core Strategy will need to consider policies which address dens

issues. High density deve

sustainable conflict

amenities, open space, parking, have a detrimental impact on residentia

and the character and appearance of the town centre’s and could lead to



 Nuneaton and Bedworth Local Development Framework       
Core Strategy Issues and Options Sustainability Appraisal Report   

45 

 

greenfield development with consequent impacts on biodiversity an

While adverse impacts on biodiversity could be mitigated adverse im

landscape are less easily overcome. Which ever option is progresse

issues will require more detaile

d landscape. 

pacts on the 

d landscape 

d consideration, particularly in terms of impacts on 

int and the Green Belt.    

rategy Issues 

uneaton and 

 in relation to 

 best overall 

he intensity, 

to economic 

and enhancing public 

the delivery of new development under these 

t 

re.  

3.17.1 This section of the report presents the sustainability implications of the emerging 

three spatial options associated with accommodating Coventry’s growth.   Details of 

ssues and Options 

 

ment that cannot be accommodated within 

e M6 Motorway. 

edge of 

rth of the M6 Motorway 

 This option would direct development that cannot be accommodated within 

Coventry’s boundary to land near to Coventry, but north of the M6 Motorway. 

 Development north of the M6 would be located on the western edge of Bedworth 

South but primarily in southern half of Bedworth North, close to Goodyers End 

and Bedworth Heath. 

areas of restra

3.16 CONCLUSIONS   

3.16.1 The precise location of new development is not identified in the Core St

and Options Report, however the appraisal of the spatial options for N

Bedworth reveals that there is much commonality between the options

their impacts on the SA objectives and each option has sustainable merits and 

drawbacks. Although it appears that Options  3 (a, b and c) and 4 score

as they reduce the geographic spread of development, contribute to t

viability and vitality of the Borough’s existing urban areas, contribute 

growth in deprived areas as well as potentially rationalising 

transport corridors. Furthermore 

options is likely to deliver a critical mass of development to enable significan

development contributions towards community and transport infrastructu

3.17 COVENTRY ASSESSMENT SUMMARY   

the spatial development options depicted in the Core Strategy I

Paper are set out below:    

Option 6: Land South of the M6 Motorway

 This option would direct develop

Coventry’s boundary to land that borders Coventry, south of th

 Development south of the M6 would be located on the southern 

Bedworth South but primarily in Bedworth North. 

Option 7: Land No
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Option 8: Land North and South of the M6 Motorway 

ted within 

at borders Coventry, south of the M6 Motorway 

 on the southern and western edge of Bedworth 

3.17.2 A summary of the appraisal results is set out below and the full appraisal results are 

set out in Table 4.  

h 

 most to the 

ns, including 

ty to existing 

including Gallagher Business Park, Blackhorse Road Industrial 

ns Industrial 

eople to live 

sion of housing around Bedworth under all options (particularly Options 7 

ase 

n accessible 

l businesses and help the attract new businesses and investment 

esidents and 

loyment in Coventry rather than 

Bedworth or Nuneaton.   

3.18.5 The location of the development footprints for all options adjacent to the M6 is 

considered likely to increase the use of the private car, unless quality public transport 

services are provided. However this is counter balanced by the provision of housing 

in close proximity to existing accessible employment areas.  

 

 

 This option would direct development that cannot be accommoda

Coventry’s boundary to land th

and to land north of the M6 motorway. 

 Development would be located

South but primarily in Bedworth North. 

3.18 ECONOMY  

3.18.1 There is little difference between the 3 options on their impacts on economic growt

with all options likely to result in positive outcomes in respect of the economic 

objectives. Although it is considered Option 7 is likely to contribute

economic growth and competitiveness of the Borough.  

3.18.2 A series of economic benefits are likely to be delivered under all optio

providing new employment opportunities, new homes in close proximi

employment areas, 

Estate, Bayton Road Industrial Estate, Godvia Trading Estate, Alderma

Estate, Prologis and the Ricoh, which presents the opportunity for p

close to their workplace.   

3.18.3 The provi

and 8) will not only increase Bedworth’s land values but also support and incre

the competiveness of Bedworth town centre in terms of providing a

labour force for loca

to Bedworth.  

3.18.4 Development north of the M6 under Options 6 and 8 could lead to r

workers accessing services, facilities and emp
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3.19 ENVIRONMENT  

jective. The 

h impacts on 

8 would also 

mine Green Belt objectives by the potential coalescence of Bedworth 

pe setting of 

ffects on the 

l’s Green Village. Policies relating to views and the 

 be set out in 

3.19.3 Option 6 is relatively dislocated from the existing urban area of Bedworth and would 

lf 

lation of the 

n 6) from Bedworth town centre 

 car journeys 

tre jobs and 

e to existing 

 at Gallagher Business Park, Bayton Road Industrial 

, Aldermans 

ucing travel 

mployed at 

e contiguous 

portunity for the creation of a 

e proposed 

side will need 

to be a key consideration in the development of the Core Strategy, thereby ensuring 

that the transition between the urban and rural area is clear and ensuring the 

protection of the views of the open countryside and Green Belt. 

3.19.7 Impacts on natural resources and flood risk are unknown at this stage, this is 

primarily due to the fact that the Core Strategy is at an early stage of preparation and 

3.19.1 The 3 options score relatively poorly against the biodiversity ob

development pattern for all options will impinge on the Green Belt wit

biodiversity and landscape severance. The implementation of Option 

further under

and Coventry.      

3.19.2 All options are likely to have adverse negative impacts on the landsca

Bedworth. In addition Options 6 and 8 are likely to have negative e

character and setting of Nea

treatment to the edge of development and the countryside will need to

the Core Strategy preferred options.    

create a monofunctional residential area with impacts on air quality, viability and se

sufficiency.  

3.19.4 In terms of air quality the initial conclusions are that the relative iso

potential development footprints, (particularly Optio

and the close proximity to the M6 is likely to result an in an increase in

and reduce the potential for cycling and walking to access town cen

services, resulting in potential negative impacts on air quality.  

3.19.5 Although all options do provide the opportunity to locate homes clos

employment opportunities

Estate, Blackhorse Road Industrial Estate, Godvia Trading Estate

Industrial Estate, Prologis and the Ricoh, therefore potentially red

distances. But this ultimately depends on whether new residents are e

these existing employment sites.  

3.19.6 The absence of development south of the M6 under Option 7 and th

boundary with existing development offers the op

landscaped buffer between the existing development edge, th

development and the M6. The edge of the development and the country
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many of the issues relating to location of development, natural resource

are yet to be addressed. I

s and design 

t is critical all these issues are addressed at the Core 

ed options stage.   

pacts on the 

objectives. With positive outcomes in terms of contribution to housing targets, 

by virtue of 

opportunities 

s for non-car owners), 

osperity and 

g leisure and 

tegration of 

 no or low cost and 

intaining and 

ces and the 

n.   

e home is an 

tions will provide a mix of housing types and tenure 

pportunity for home ownership and offering choice to those people 

e access to 

individuals in 

e best suited 

s of the community and delivering the Coventry 

growth requirements in a sustainable manner. The development footprint under 

Option 7 is framed by the M6 and the Borough’s administrative boundary and 

therefore forms the most logical area for expansion compared to Options 6 and 8. 

The M6 will also provide a hard edge to development and will help prevent 

development sprawling south of the M6.  

Strategy preferr

3.20 SOCIAL FACTORS  

3.20.1 There is much commonality between the three options in terms of im

social progress objectives with all options making a positive contribution to the 

provision of opportunities for leisure, recreation and life long learning.   

3.20.2 The options are considered to further support social inclusiveness 

providing a labour force in close proximity of a diversity of employment 

(including increasing access to employment opportunitie

thereby achieving a more equitable sharing of the benefits of pr

delivering life long learning and on-the-job training.           

3.20.3 In addition all options are predicted to promote good access to existin

health facilities in Bedworth, as well as the open countryside. In

opportunities for physical activity into peoples’ daily lives at

access to green space and leisure facilities are key objectives of ma

protecting human health. The provision of access to green spa

countryside will also encourage community gathering and social cohesio

3.20.4 Providing everyone with an opportunity to live in a decent and affordabl

essential community need. All op

widening the o

who wish to rent. All Options (particularly options 7 and 8) improv

employment and housing opportunities to deprived communities and 

Heath, Bede, Poplar and Exhall wards.    

3.21 CONCLUSIONS  

3.21.1 On the basis of the initial appraisal, it appears that Option 7 would be th

growth option to meet the need
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3.21.2 Option 7 performs particularly well in terms of the integration of deve

existing transport infrastructure, enhancement and self sufficiency of B

centre, benefits to existing areas of deprivation, provision of housing 

economic 

lopment with 

edworth town 

opportunities, 

growth and access to existing employment opportunities, local facilities 

3.21.3 The appraisal results are set out in Table 4 below.     

 

 

 

and services.  
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Table 4: Coventry praisal Results   Spatial Options 8-10 Sustainability Ap

Sustainability Objective  

Option 6- 
Land South 
of the M6 
Motorway  

Option 7- 
North of M6 
Motorway 

Option 8- 
North and 
South of M6 
Motorway  

Appraisal Comments  

Economic Factors  

Achieve a strong, stable a
sustainable economy and 
prosperity for the be

nd 

nefit of all 
the Borough’s inhabitants  
 

++ ++ ++ 
eaton and 

ly Bedworth town 
 and are in 
nities at 

strial Estate, 
Godvia Trading Estate, Aldermans Industrial Estate, Prologis 

All options have the potential to contribute to Nun
Bedworth’s economic performance, particular
centre. All options have good motorway access
close proximity to existing employment opportu
Gallagher Business Park, Blackhorse Road Indu

and the Ricoh. 
 

To enhance the vitality of town 
centres + ++ ++ 

sed around 
n centre’s role, 

ke the town 
centre more self sufficient. The area of search under Option 6 

re dislocated from Bedworth compared to Options 

 

The bulk of development under all options is focu
Bedworth which will significantly enhance its tow
support existing town centre employers and will ma

is slightly mo
7 and 8.  

To promote sustainable tourism 
? ? ? 

No additional impacts  

Social Factors  

Provide decent and affo
housing for 

rdable 
all, of the right 

quantity, type, tenure and 
edaffordability to meet local ne

in clean, safe and pleasant 
environments 
 

s, 

++ ++ ++ 
All options are likely to ensure additional housing on top of that 
delivered through the Nuneaton and Bedworth LDF.  All 

o the Borough. options will deliver additional affordable homes t

Ensure easy and equitable 
access to services, facilities and 
opportunities, including jobs and 
learning, and that people are not 

+ ++ 
Options 7 and 8 provide the best opportunity for access to the 
amenities and employment opportunities in Bedworth. Due to 
permeability issues Option 6 is likely to lead to people 
accessing facilities in Coventry.  

++ 
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Sustainability Objective  

Option 6- 
Land South 
of the M6 
Motorway  

Option 7- 
North of M6 
Motorway 

Option 8- 
North and 
South of M6 
Motorway  

Appraisal Comments  

disadvantaged with regard to
ethnicity, gender, age, disabi
faith, s

 
lity, 

exuality, background or 
location 

All Options have the potential to impro
employment and housing opportunities to deprive
communities and individuals in Heath, Bede, Pop
wards.  All options have good motorway a
close proximity to existing employment oppo
Gallagher Business Park, Bayton Road Industri
Blackhorse Road Industrial Estate, Godvia Tradi

ve access to 
d 
lar and Exhall 

ccess and are in 
rtunities at 

al Estate, 
ng Estate, 

 Ricoh. Aldermans Industrial Estate, Prologis and the
 

Promote investment in futur
prosperity, including ongoin

e 
g 

investment and engagement in 
ent learning and skills developm

 

+ + + 
ment and 

 options offer potential 
g and on-the-job training through new 

Direct measures to stimulate educational achieve
raise skill levels are absent. However all
for life-long learnin
employment opportunities.     
 

Reduce crime, fear of crime and 
antisocial behaviour ? ? ? 

nd anti social 
se in Bedworth due to the 

centre activity associated 

Crime rates are currently high in the Borough a
behaviour could further increa
anticipated levels of growth and town 
with additional growth from Coventry.  
 

Address poverty and 
disadvantage, taking into 

 difficulties 
e 

account the particular
of those facing multipl
disadvantage 
 

++ ++ ++ employment and housing opportunities to deprived 
plar and Exhall 

All Options have the potential to improve access to 

communities and individuals in Heath, Bede, Po
wards.   

Improve opportunities to 
participate in the diverse 
cultural, sport and recreational 
opportunities the Borough can 
offer 
 

+ + + 
worth leisure 

and recreation facilities. Given Option 6’s closer proximity to 
e could access 

r than facilities located in Bedworth.   

All options provide housing close to existing Bed

Coventry compared to the other options, peopl
Coventry’s facilities rathe

Encourage land use and
development that creates an

 
d 

sustains well-designed, high 
quality built environments that 
incorporate green space, 
encourage biodiversity, and 

? ? ? 
The Issues and Options Report does not consider design 
quality of new developments. 
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Sustainability Objective  

Option 6- 
Land South 
of the M6 
Motorway  

Option 7- 
North of M6 
Motorway 

Option 8- 
North and 
South of M6 
Motorway  

Appraisal Comments  

promote local distinctiven
and sense of pl

ess 
ace 

 
Enable communities to influen
the decisions that affect their 
nei

ce 

ghbourhoods and quality of 
life  
 
 

++ ++ ++ 
 Core 

stakeholder 
wing the community and stakeholders 

to have inputs in plan preparation.  

Both the Coventry and Nuneaton and Bedworth
Strategy’s will be subject to extensive public and 
consultation, thereby allo

Biodiversity  

To protect and enhance the 
natural environment, habitats, 
species, landscapes and inland 
waters 
 

-- -- -- 
of some Green Belt 

and greenfield land with negative impacts on habitats and 
biodiversity.   
  

All options are likely to result in the loss 

Population and Human ealth   H

Improve health and redu
health inequalities by 
encouraging and enabling 
healthy active l

ce 

ifestyles and 
protecting health, as well as 
providing equitable access to 
health services 
 

+ + +  
mic inclusion and 

ly having positive 
impacts on social inclusion, human health and well being.  

ve effects on 
 

 
All options are in close proximity to the countryside thereby 
offering additional human health benefits. 

It is considered all options will improve econo
provide public open spaces consequent

Employment activity can have long term positi
human health and well being. 

   

Soil 

To protect and improve soil 
quality -- -- -- 

Green Belt and greenfield development under all options will 
lead to the loss of productive soils to development. 
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Sustainability Objective  

Option 6- 
Land South 
of the M6 
Motorway  

Option 7- 
North of M6 
Motorway 

Option 8- 
North and 
South of M6 
Motorway  

Appraisal Comments  

Water  

Use natural resources, such 
water efficiently, including by 
incorporating efficienc
measures into new land use a
developments,

as 

y 
nd 

 redevelopment 
and refurbishment  
 

? ? ? 
essment water 

y is not a consideration in the Core Strategy Issues and 
Options Document.  

 

Similar to the Nuneaton and Bedworth option ass
efficienc

Minimise water pollution levels 
-- -- -- 

ease 
ater run off and 
he 

 to reduce run off such as green 
roofs and channeling of surface water into SUDs would help 

Development under all options will inevitably incr
impermeable surfaces resulting in increased w
potential pollution of water courses. Although t
implementation of initiatives

reduce potential groundwater pollution. 
 

Ensure that new developm
avoid areas 

ents 
which are at risk 

 flooding and natural flood 
storage areas 
from

? ? ? atial options do not have geographic 
boundaries and therefore impacts on flood risk areas can not 
be assessed at this stage.  

It should be noted that at this stage of Core Strategy 
preparation, the sp

Air  

Increase use of public 
cycling and walking as a 
proportion 

transport, 

of total travel in order 
to reduce road traffic 
congestion, pollution and 
accidents 
 

- - - 
n and Bedworth 

ortunity for modal 
worth rail station 

cessed by 
ated 

try and the 
of town 

e likely to be high. 

Although all options provide the opportunity to locate homes 
close to existing employment opportunities at Gallagher 
Business Park, Bayton Road Industrial Estate, Blackhorse 
Road Industrial Estate, Godvia Trading Estate, Aldermans 

Similar to the impacts associated with Nuneato
Option 4, all Coventry options have the opp
shift as a result of the improvements to Bed
which will enable some facilities and jobs to be ac
public transport. However combined with the anticip
increase in traffic as a result of both the Coven
Nuneaton and Bedworth growth and the edge 
development pattern impacts on air quality ar
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Sustainability Objective  

Option 6- 
Land South 
of the M6 
Motorway  

Option 7- 
North of M6 
Motorway 

Option 8- 
North and 
South of M6 
Motorway  

Appraisal Comments  

Industrial Estate, Prologis and the Ricoh, there
travel distances and increasing the potential for c
walking. But this ultimately depends on whethe

fore reducing 
ycling and 

r new residents 
are employed at these employment sites.  
   

Ensure development is prim
focused in urban areas, an
makes efficient use of e
physical infrastructure
reduces need to trav

ar
d 

xisting 
 and 

el, 
 car 

ily 

especially by private

-- -- -- 
nfield land take. 

Although it is likely that existing transport infrastructure will be 
able to be utilised.  

All Options will result in Green Belt and gree

Climatic Factors  

Reduce overall energy use 
through increased energy 
efficiency 
 

? ? ? 
ctly considered. 

the cumulative impacts of the 
Coventry and the Nuneaton and Bedworth growth will have 

Increasing energy efficiency has not been dire
This is an important issue as 

significant impacts on energy demand.   
 

Minimise the Borough’s 
contribution to the cau
climate change by reduci
emissio

ses of 
ng 

ns of greenhouse gases 
from transport, domestic, 
commercial and industrial 
sources 
 

- - - 
uckle rail 

d on the edge 
n Green Belt and greenfield locations which 

will generally mean longer distances for people to travel to 
 the M6 will again tend 

nt opportunities at Gallagher Business Park, Bayton 
ial Estate, 
tate, Prologis 

All Options have the opportunity to utilise the N
programme. However development will be locate
of Bedworth and i

access amenities and jobs. Proximity of
to favour the use of the car.  
 
Although all options provide homes close to existing 
employme
Road Industrial Estate, Blackhorse Road Industr
Godvia Trading Estate, Aldermans Industrial Es
and the Ricoh.  
 

Implement a managed response 
to the unavoidable impacts of 
climate change, ensuring that 
the design and planning process 
takes into account predicted 

? ? ? 
All options were assessed to have an uncertain impact at this 
stage of Core Strategy preparation, as development design, 
construction methods and materials used are uncertain at this 
stage of plan preparation.  
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Sustainability Objective  

Option 6- 
Land South 
of the M6 
Motorway  

Option 7- 
North of M6 
Motorway 

Option 8- 
North and 
South of M6 
Motorway  

Appraisal Comments  

changes in the Borou
climate   

gh’s 
 

Material Assets 

Encourage and enable waste
minimisation, reuse, recycling
and recovery to divert res
away from the waste stre
including the use of rec

 
 

ources 
am, 

ycled 
materials where possible   
 

- - - 
Report. This is a 

se due to 
ative effect of Coventry’s and Nuneaton and 

Bedworth’s growth. 

Not a consideration in the Issues and Options 
critical issue as waste arisings will inevitably increa
the cumul

Encourage land use and
development that optimises 
use of previ

 
the 

ously developed 
land,  buildings and the efficient 
use of land  
 

-- -- -- 
All options would lead to levels of Green Belt and greenfield 

The precise levels of greenfield/ Green Belt development can 
 preparation.   

development.  
 

not be determined at this stage of Core Strategy
 

To ensure the prudent use of 
resources ? ? ? 

aration. The 
n of 

which sustainable design and 
he extent of use 

 

Not addressed at this stage of Core Strategy prep
outcome of this objective is dependant on the locatio
development, the extent to 
construction techniques are implemented and t
of sustainable building materials.   

Encourage local sourcing of 
food, goods and materials ? ? ? 

The issue of local sourcing of food, goods and materials has 
not been considered in the Issues and Options Document. 

Cultural Heritage  

To protect and enhance the 
historic environment ? ? ? 

The precise location and design of development is unknown at 
this SA 

objective at this stage of Core Strategy preparation can not be 
made.  
 
Land take under Option 6 is such that there is unlikely to be a 

this stage so a final judgement on the effects of 
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Sustainability Objective  

Option 6- 
Land South 
of the M6 
Motorway  

Option 7- 
North of M6 
Motorway 

Option 8- 
North and 
South of M6 
Motorway  

Appraisal Comments  

direct impact on SAMs or Registered Historic P
Gardens. However Options 7 and 8 coul
impact on the Exhall Moated Site Schedule

arks and 
d have a detrimental 

d Ancient 
Monument, but this could be mitigated through sensitive 
design.   
 

Landscape  

To maintain and enhance the 
quality of landscapes - - - 

d on quantum of 
nt areas. 

s are likely to impact on the character and 

In addition Options 6 and 8 are likely to have negative effects 

The implementation of Option 8 could lead to the coalescence 
of Bedworth and Coventry.   

Ultimately impacts on the landscape will depen
new land take, the location and design of developme
Although all Option
appearance of the Green Belt.     
 

on the character and setting of Neal’s Green Village 
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4 MITIGATION MEASURES  

4

4.1.2 pportunity to 

 is genuinely 

egy and the 

e 

t addressing 

e 

wth is accommodated in the most sustainable way. The 

es:    

4.2 ECONOM

 yment growth 

cy and 

 the Coventry 

 regeneration 

 a range of 

 

tainable and 

to meet RSS requirements, those identified are in the most sustainable locations 

s.  

e training and 

they are the ones who benefit from 

employment opportunities. 

 Monitoring will be required to ensure that residential development is not at the 

expense of provision of employment land. 

 Identification of measures to ensure the necessary variety of employment sites 

and opportunities for the existing local population. 

.1 INTRODUCTION  

The Nuneaton and Bedworth Core Strategy represents a significant o

ensure that the delivery of the planned housing and employment growth

sustainable. It is considered that the performance of the Core Strat

sustainability of the preferred options can be further enhanced through the 

application of a range of mitigation measures and recommendations which should b

incorporated into future stages of the Core Strategy.  It is considered tha

the issues and recommendations presented below and in this report will help ensur

that the Borough’s gro

proposed recommendations are summarised under key sustainable them

IC FACTORS  

 It is important that mechanisms are in place to ensure that emplo

keeps pace with housing growth so as to ensure that self-sufficien

accessibility are not undermined.  

 It is important that the Core Strategy is not prepared in isolation to

and Nuneaton Regeneration Scheme. Links between this existing

strategy and the Core Strategy are unclear.  

 Consideration should be given to the inclusion of policies which ensure

employment opportunities are delivered, catering for a variety of skill levels and

age. 

 Employment growth should be directed towards the most sus

accessible locations. Where greenfield, including Green Belt sites are necessary 

in terms of access to services, amenities and public transport service

 Consideration should be given to the inclusion of policies to ensur

recruitment of local residents to ensure 
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 Consideration should be given to the inclusion of specific measures to

commercial, retail/leisure developme

 encourage 

nts to incorporate landscaping, pubic open 

 surfacing. 

s to encourage tourism.  

4.3 SOCI

 Attention should be taken to ensure that design and location of commercial uses 

s.  

chievement 

licies. 

to encourage the provision of housing for the 

4.4 BIODIVERSITY  

t.   

and consider 

 roof space where practicable to enhance 

 Habitat considerations should be linked to flood risk management, floodplain 

rom the outset to incorporate habitats and 

4.5 

wards the 

provision of leisure facilities and children and youth play space.   

 The Core Strategy preferred options should include measures to improve the 

Borough’s pedestrian and cycle networks.         

 Inclusion of policy that aims to maximise leisure development located in 

accessible locations and is supported by existing transport infrastructure.  

spaces and the use of porous hard

 Inclusion of policie

AL FACTORS 

do not impact on residential amenity. 

 Ensure adoption of secured by design principle

 The Core Strategy should include policies to facilitate educational a

and local recruitment and training po

 The Core Strategy policies will need 

elderly and for people with special needs.  

 The Core Strategy should include measures to protect the river corridors from 

developmen

 Include policies to maximise open space e.g. roof gardens, terraces 

promoting the re-use of existing

biodiversity.  

enhancement measures and open space.   

 Developers should be encouraged f

biodiversity into their developments.   

 The Core Strategy should include reference and support to the design of new 

Green Infrastructure. 

POPULATION AND HUMAN HEALTH  

 The Core Strategy should require development to contribute to
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 It is considered that the Core Strategy should take every opportunity to 

access to facilities by public

promote 

 transport and by alternatives to the car, such as 

cle routes and public rights of way. 

4.6 SOIL 

 of policy to ensure soils which have an ecological function are stripped 

. 

4.7 WATER 

ita water 

. This should 

ey water (water that 

ater efficient 

 peration of 

r 

 ensure sustainable drainage solutions are integrated with 

s, 

.  

4.8 AIR 

 reduced car use by promoting car free and car reduced housing 

developments. 

il station at Bermuda should be 

4.9 

new development within the Borough contributes 

quire all 

residential development to meet at least Level 3 of the Code for Sustainable 

Homes. During the formal LDF review stages there is the opportunity to raise this 

to levels 4 and 5 over the plan period.   

 Inclusion of policy support for sustainable design, demolition and construction 

techniques in all forms of development.  

cy

 Inclusion

and re-used

 Consideration should be given to include measures to reduce per cap

and water saving technology in layout and design of development

include consideration of rainwater harvesting techniques, gr

has already been used in washbasins, showers, baths) recycling, w

appliances as part of the design and layout of buildings. 

 Include initiatives to reduce run off (during construction and o

development quarters), including green roofs, rain water usage and grey wate

recycling. 

 Policies to

development proposals (e.g. swales and basins, ponds, permeable surface

green roofs)

 Promotion of 

 Public transport hubs such as the new ra

promoted for thriving mixed use centres.  

CLIMATIC FACTORS  

 Include policies to ensure all 

towards achieving the aims of sustainable development. 

 There is the opportunity to ensure that policies are in place that re
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 Include policies requiring energy efficiency and the use of renewable energy 

4

 provided 

 minimisation 

and materials recycling, re-use is integrated into both design and construction 

ing land and buildings, where 

appropriate. 

4

Borough’s 

ed structures. 

eed for high 

quality sustainable design and construction.  

of Bulkington 

4

consideration 

should be given to the creation of a landscaped green buffer between existing 

and proposed development. 

 Edge treatment will need to be a key consideration, ensuring the transition 

between urban areas and the countryside is clear. 

 

         

   

techniques. 

.10 MATERIAL ASSETS  

 Clear guidelines on sustainable construction and materials should be

either in the Core Strategy or in an individual SPD to ensure waste

phases.  

 Priority to be given to the re-use of exist

.11 CULTURAL HERITAGE 

 Inclusion of design measures and policies to ensure the integrity of the 

Conservation Areas, historic and list

 The Core Strategy should place a significant emphasis on the n

 Design measures will be required to ensure that the character 

village is retained.  

.12 LANDSCAPE  

 Where there is a contiguous boundary with existing development 



 

5 NEXT STEPS 

5

5.1.1  

e SA results 

 of the Core 

 the detailed 

preferred option, including an assessment of the 

ption and the 

red option.        

5.1.2 The Core Strategy Issues and Options consultation period runs from 8th June 2009 

to 31st July 2009.        

    

.1 INTRODUCTION 

This SA Report will be made available for public consultation alongside the Core

Strategy Issues and Options Report. All representations received and th

set out in this report will be used by the Council to inform the preparation

Strategy Preferred Option. The next step in the SA process will be

assessment of the Core Strategy 
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cumulative effects of the selected Nuneaton and Bedworth preferred o

Coventry overspill prefer

Consultation Responses 

 contents of this SA Report please send 

:  

58 Davies Street  
London  
W1K 5JF 
 
E-mail: jw@alliance-plan.co.uk

If you have any comments on the

responses to

Julian Wooderson  
Associate Director  
Alliance Planning  
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