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SUMMARY NOTE 
 
Sustainability Assessment 
 
WYG (formerly Alliance Planning) have been retained by Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council (the 
Council) to undertake a Sustainability Assessment (SA) of the Borough Plan at each stage in its evolution.  
 
Discussions between officers of the Council and WYG on the SA associated with the Publication Draft of the 
Borough Plan commenced in February 2016 and a first draft of the SA report was issued to the Council on 
the 22nd November 2016. Following the receipt of comments changes were made to the first draft SA report 
(see below) a final version of the SA report was issued to the Council on the 16th January 2017 and then a 
final submitted version was issued on the 19th January 2017. 
 
At the Examination Hearing Session on the 30th August the Inspector requested a copy of the first draft SA 
report dated 22nd November 2017. In addition, Mark Walton (Director of Planning in our Birmingham Office) 
answered questions on the evolution of the SA between the draft and final versions. This summary note has 
been prepared to assist the Examination in confirming the key changes between the draft and final versions 
of the SA report.  
 
The key changes are set out as bullet-points below: 
 

 The structure of chapters 2-4 were amended to clarify how each of the key SA Steps and tasks for 
Stages A and B (set out in the NPPG and SA Regulations) have been met. This included the use of 
better use of headings and sub-headings and the inclusion of text from previous versions of the SA 
(originally proposed for the appendices) to be included in the final report. The purpose of this 
change was to provide clarity on the process by ‘telling the story’ of the SA’s evolution within a 
single final report rather than via cross referencing to the previously published documents.  
 

 The amendments to Chapter 4 also included clarification of the growth options (in. housing and 
employment numbers) that were tested during the SA process together with those assumed for the 
Publication Draft. These were set out in previous versions of the SA but were included in the final 
report for ease of reference. Notwithstanding the above, additional text was included in the January 
2017 draft to clarify the Council’s position on the Memorandum of Understanding and the unmet 
housing and employment needs of Coventry City Council.     

 
 Inclusion of additional text to clarify why the proposed extension to Prologis (EMP3) was not taken 

forward, based on the receipt of biodiversity advise from the County Ecologist, from the Borough 
Plan – Publication Draft but retained as a ‘reasonable’ alternative site for the purposes of the SA.   
 

 The SA reports prepared to accompany the previous stages of the Borough Plan included, at Chapter 
6, a combined chapter entitled “residual effects and monitoring”. This was proposed in the draft 
version of the SA. However, based on the review identified in the first bullet point above, it was 
proposed to split old Chapter 6 into Chapter 6 ‘Mitigation and enhancement (Task B4)” and Chapter 
7 ‘Monitoring and Next Steps (Task B5)’. This change was, again, intended to better link the chapter 
of the SA report with each of the SA Steps and Tasks set out in the Regulations and provide an 
easier to read/follow document. 

 
 Minor changes to grammar, syntax and spelling etc.  

 
 



 

Air Quality   
 
At the Examination Hearing Session on the 30th August the Inspector also requested a copy of the ‘raw’ Air 
Quality data used to inform the Sustainability Appraisal. We confirm that no ‘raw data’ was supplied to WYG, 
or requested by WYG, as part of the production of the Sustainability Appraisal.  
 
This is not an unusual position as it is not for WYG to review or test the conclusions of assessments prepared 
by other competent experts/consultancies.    
 
In preparing the SA, WYG reviewed the evidence base for the Borough Plan together with all relevant 
European, National and Local plans, policies and programmes listed at Appendix A1 and Table 1 of the SA 
Scoping Report (2016). For ease of reference this included, on local Air Quality matters, the following 
documents:  
 

 Air Quality Updating and Screening Assessment prepared by Air Quality Consultants - June 2015 
(NBBC/26); and 
 

 Local Air Quality Management – Air Quality Action Plan prepared by NBBC – 2011 (NBBC/27). 
  
In addition to the above documents WYG also took account of the ‘Air Quality Assessment: Development 
Associated with the Borough Plan’ dated 20th December 2016 prepared by Air Quality Consultants. This 
document was provided electronically to WYG on the 9th January 2017 and was able to be reviewed ahead 
of the completion of the Final Version of the SA Report.  
 
As a consequence of the review of the Final Report of the ‘Air Quality Assessment’, the following additional 
paragraph was added to Section 8.8 in respect of Tuttle Hill (HSG 11): 

“Only HSG 11 will result in an increase in traffic flows through an existing designated AQMA, namely the 
Midland Road AQMA. However, the scale of the development at circa 200 dwellings is considered unlikely to 

result in a significant residual adverse effect on the air quality of the Borough”.  
 
 
 
  


