
Carmel,  

 

The Inspector asked me to supply copies of the documents which I quoted from in the hearings 

today (Wed 30 August) 

 

The documents were:  

 

Two documents were cited in support of the argument that a sub-regional plan or programme was 

created and brought in by the back door, without an SEA environmental report, consultation, 

alternatives, non technical summary, and reasons why the alternatives were discarded and the 

preferred option was chosen.  

 
Document 1 

 
Strategic Planning and Local Plans 

Documents within the Sub-region – linkages and timescales 
 
1.1 Further to the last meeting of the Warwickshire Lead Officers this report sets out a 

number of documents, their stage of development, timescales until adoption and 
how they link (if they do) together.  The Report goes on to look at the Single Spatial 
Strategy in particular and the way forward. 

 
The Draft Timeline shows a detailed plan for bringing forward a Single Spatial Strategy:  
 
It lists “Single Spatial Strategy tasks”  
 
 

Month/Year Local Plan Tasks  Single Spatial Strategy Tasks SEP 

 
Author: Dorothy Barratt -  
January 2016 
 
and.  
 
Document 2 
 

Report to the Coventry, Warwickshire and South West Leicestershire 
Shadow Economic Prosperity Board 

 
Tuesday 17th November 2015 

 
Housing Land Requirement and Supply Update 

 
 

Summary 
 
1 At its meeting on 29th September 2015, the shadow Economic Prosperity Board (sEPB) 

agreed to a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) to ensure the Housing Market 
Area’s Housing Need will be met in full through the current round of pan-making.  



The MoU was supported by all Council Leaders in Coventry and Warwickshire with the 
exception of Nuneaton and Bedworth. 

 
  



 
 

Council Date of 
Endorsement 

Mechanisms for 
Endorsement 

Coventry CC December Cabinet/Council 
North Warwickshire BC TBC TBC 

Nuneaton and Bedworth BC N/A N/A 

Rugby BC 27th October Full Council 
Stratford-on-Avon DC TBC TBC 

Warwick DC 13th October  Council 
 

The document is unattributed on its face.  The document properties reveal that it 
was created by Dave Barber (of Warwick DC) and modified by Kelly Ford (of NBBC)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Document 3 and 4:  Air Pollution  
 
 
 
The SA statement on Air pollution:  (already in the library)  
 
5.8 Air Quality 
 
5.8.1 All the allocated sites are located in ‘out of centre’ locations and thus would tend to 
discourage a modal shift away from the car usage resulting in potential increases in traffic, 
congestion and accidents. In addition, these sites will not make efficient use of existing 
infrastructure, promote compact mixed use development or reduce the need to travel. 
 
5.8.2 
These sites are, therefore, considered to result in a significant adverse impact on the 
sustainability objective to focus development in urban areas and a slight adverse effect on 
objective to increase the use of public transport, cycling or walking without mitigation. 
However as the allocated sites are located in close proximity to a public transport corridor, 
new development offers the opportunity to bring forward enhanced public transport or 
cycling measures in tandem with new development resulting in a neutral effect on this 
sustainability objective in the long term. 
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None of the allocated sites will result in an increase in traffic flows through the existing 
designated AQMAs, therefore the proposals will not result in a significant residual 
adverse effect on the air quality of the Borough. [emphasis added] 
 
Air Pollution is “a public health emergency” WHO 
 
I quoted from a research paper on the health and educational effects of air pollution.  
 

https://wol.iza.org/articles/air-pollution-educational-achievements-and-human-
capital-formation/long 

 

Air pollution, educational achievements, and human capital formation 

Exposure to elevated levels of air pollution adversely affects educational 

outcomes 

Sefi Roth  

LSE, UK, and IZA, Germany 

 

 

Recent data from the World Health Organization (WHO) show that ambient air pollution has risen in hundreds 

of already blighted urban areas across the globe. The well-known adverse human health consequences from 

exposure to elevated levels of pollution have led the WHO to describe the situation as a “public health 

emergency.” However, air pollution may also affect aspects of human life beyond health, such as learning 

outcomes. This is of paramount importance, as a sound educational background is essential to many 

occupations. Therefore, it is vital to take these potential additional costs into account when formulating 

contemporary environmental policies. 

https://wol.iza.org/articles/air-pollution-educational-achievements-and-human-capital-formation/long
https://wol.iza.org/articles/air-pollution-educational-achievements-and-human-capital-formation/long
https://wol.iza.org/authors/sefi-roth


 

Examples of various research findings of links with educational outcomes :  

 

Epidemiological studies have found significant correlations between pollution exposure and cognitive 

performance 

Parental exposure to ambient air pollution during fetal development has been linked to various health 

outcomes, such as lower birth weights, increased prematurity, and congenital anomalies 

 

children of the mothers who were affected by the severe air pollution in 1952 were 3% less likely to have a 

high school qualification (A-level) compared to their counterparts who were not affected by the smog. 

 

Researchers have documented that short-term exposure to ambient air pollution decreases circulatory 

performance and leads to increased hospitalization rates. 

 

In Los Angeles…..a reduction in particulate matter (especially coarse particulate (PM10)) 

significantly increases mathematics and reading test scores. 

 

taking an exam on a polluted day was associated with a 3.2% decline in a student’s test 

scores, with boys and students from low socio-economic backgrounds being most affected. 

Importantly, they find that this effect is evident at pollution levels below current 

environmental standards. 
 

students who sat exams on high pollution days had a lower chance of obtaining a place at 

university compared with their unaffected counterparts, and completed fewer years of 

postsecondary education.  

 

Summary and policy advice 

The empirical evidence on the relationship between air pollution and educational outcomes 

has been growing in recent years. This, in conjunction with the increased use of credible 

quasi-experimental methods, suggests that the link is causal, and highlights that the 

traditional narrow focus on health outcomes (such as morbidity and mortality) may 

understate the true cost of pollution. Furthermore, the empirical evidence suggests that these 

effects exist at pollution levels well below current environmental standards. Therefore, there 

is a need for tighter environmental policies compared to current regulations, which are based 

solely on acute human health, given that pollution also affects scholastic achievement and 

human capital formation. 

Finally, air pollution is not randomly assigned across areas, and those who suffer the 

most tend to be residents of the poorest parts of cities. This is mainly because of their 

proximity to factories and other disamenities, which makes them more exposed to air 

pollution. Therefore, improving air quality may have a particularly great effect on 

underprivileged students, potentially enhancing their ability to achieve positive socio-

economic mobility. 

https://wol.iza.org/articles/air-pollution-educational-achievements-and-human-capital-formation/long#izawol.381-div-000031
https://wol.iza.org/articles/air-pollution-educational-achievements-and-human-capital-formation/long#izawol.381-div-000031

