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MINUTES 
 

COVENTRY, WARWICKSHIRE AND SOUTH WEST 
LEICESTERSHIRE SHADOW ECONOMIC PROSPERITY BOARD 

 
Tuesday 29 September 2015 

 
 
Hosted by:   Warwick District Council 
 
Present: 
 

Cllr Andrew Mobbs, Chair 
Warwick District Council 

Chris Elliott 
Warwick District Council 

Cllr Kevin Maton 
Coventry City Council 

Martin Reeves 
Coventry City Council 

Cllr Mike Hall 
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 

Steve Atkinson  
Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council 

Cllr David Humphreys 
North Warwickshire Borough Council 

Steve Maxey 
North Warwickshire Borough Council 

Cllr Dennis Harvey 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council 

Alan Franks  
Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council 

Cllr Heather Timms 
Rugby Borough Council 

Ian Davis 
Rugby Borough Council 

Cllr Stephen Thirlwell  
Stratford-on-Avon District Council 

Dave Webb 
Stratford-on-Avon District Council 

Cllr Izzi Seccombe 
Warwickshire County Council 

Monica Fogarty 
Warwickshire County Council 

Jonathan Browning 
CWLEP 

Martin Yardley 
CWLEP 

Paula Deas 
CWLEP 

Celestine Banks, Minute taker  
Rugby Borough Council 

 
 
13. WELCOME & APOLOGIES 
 
Cllr Mobbs welcomed everyone to the meeting.   
 
Apologies had been received from Cllr Ann Lucas (Coventry City Council), Cllr Mike 
Stokes (Rugby Borough Council), Cllr Chris Saint and Paul Lankester (Stratford-on-Avon 

District Council). 
 
14. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING ON 6 JULY 2015 
 
The minutes were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were 
signed by the Chair.   
 
15. MATTERS ARISING 
 
8. Infrastructure Delivery Plan and Single Spatial Plan – Cllr Thirlwell queried 

why there was no ‘s’ on Nuckle.  Nuckle is an agreed programme and  
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although the intention and aspiration are there to extend it, it has to be built 
into the resource bid and finance obtained.  The EPB fully supports and 
commits to increase transport activity.   

 
16. STRATEGIC ECONOMIC PLAN – Paula Deas and Martin Yardley 
 
A report dated 29 September 2015 titled ‘Refresh of the Strategic Economic Plan by 
the Coventry & Warwickshire Local Enterprise Partnership’ had been circulated prior 
to the meeting. 
 
The CWLEP are part way through updating the SEP, referred to as a refresh.  The 
work is divided into 2 work streams with the establishment of a ‘pipeline’ of projects 
and programmes, through an open call for expressions of interest, and an update of 
the original 2014 SEP. 
 
To date, there have been 70 expressions of interest and if all are funded £2.6 billion 
of investment will be delivered.  Analysis has been done on grow sectors to help 
inform the decision making process.   
 
Action:  Officers please note it was agreed that information regarding expressions 
of interest under the 3 themes of culture and tourism, digital connectivity and climate 
change adaptation would be provided to the EPB at the meeting in November. 
 
It was moved that the Shadow EPB agree the recommendations in this report 
as follows:    
 

1. Note the report; and 
2. Note that the EPB will receive a draft version of the SEP update at the 

meeting in November. 
 

Cllr Mobbs proposed the motion and all were in agreement.   
 
Action:  Officers please note it was also agreed that there is a desire to engage 
with digital connectivity and the development of a robust programme going forward. 
 
17. HOUSING – Chris Elliott 
 
A report titled ‘Memorandum of Understanding relating to the planned distribution 
of housing within Coventry & Warwickshire Housing Market Area (v2)’ with 
appendices, dated 29 September 2015, had been circulated prior to the meeting.  
 
Economic growth and housing cannot be separated and the Shadow EPB meeting in 
July agreed to a process and timetable to develop a Memorandum of Understanding, 
to ensure that the housing need is planned for.  It is an agreement in principle at this 
stage and discussion followed.   
 
Nuneaton & Bedworth Borough Council (NBBC) have further work to do on their 
SHLAA and point 21 of the report reflects this.  Recommendation 2 also refers to the 
current position of NBBC. 
 
Advice received from Government suggests that local authorities do not need to 
amend their Local Plan each time the housing numbers change, however, the Local  
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Plan is reviewed every 5 years.  To not have a Local Plan can expose communities 
to speculative development.  Having a plan can identify where building/warehousing 
is appropriate and help to set the pace of building.  The Memorandum of 
Understanding puts planning into local authority control. 
 
It is recognised that Greater Birmingham has an unmet housing need and in this sub 
region the focus of that is towards North Warwickshire and Stratford District.  The 
most we can do is to ask these two authorities to take less from Coventry when 
distributing their unmet need.  Potentially, though, Birmingham will distribute their 
unmet need across 9 shire councils and Solihull. 
 
Cllr Harvey said that he had never agreed the wording of the Memorandum of 
Understanding.  The current SHLAA for Nuneaton and Bedworth shows that there is 
insufficient capacity for NBBC to meet the whole of the additional requirement that 
the evidence suggests should be allocated within the Borough.  NBBC is updating its 
SHLAA as a matter of urgency to bring the evidence up-to-date to clarify the scale of 
this problem. 
 
At this point in time, pending democratic involvement, the referral and discussion of 
the Memorandum of Understanding at NBBC meetings, Cllr Harvey as Leader of 
NBBC, said he is unable to sign or agree the Memorandum of Understanding at 
today’s meeting.  NBBC’s Local Plan will be going to their Cabinet tomorrow. 
 
Cllr Mobbs thanked Coventry City Council for being completely open during a very 
robust testing process of their SHLAA. 
 
Cllr Mobbs suggested a vote on the recommendations laid out in version 2 of the 
report, which specifically refers to NBBC. 
 
The Shadow EPB agreed the recommendations as follows:  
 

1. Agree the principle of a re-distribution in line with the methodology set out in 
paragraphs 12 to 19. 

2. Agree the Memorandum of Understanding set out in Appendix 1, noting that 
at this moment in time, clause 4 of the MoU and paragraph 21 of this report is 
pertinent to NBBC. 

3. Agree that each of the Local Plan Authorities within the HMA will seek to 
formally endorse the Memorandum of Understanding by the end of November 
2015. 

 
By a show of hands, six were in favour, one against and no abstentions. 
 
Four members of the public/press left the meeting. 
 
18. REPRESENTATION ON COVENTRY AND WARWICKSHIRE SUB 

REGIONAL BODIES – Chris Elliott 
 
A report titled ‘Representation on Coventry and Warwickshire Sub regional bodies’      
dated 29 September 2015 had been circulated prior to the meeting. 
 
An allocation of roles has been suggested and this paper seeks agreement to 
formally accept this. 
 



 

4 

 

Discussion followed regarding how the two District representatives who sit on the 
LEP Board, and have voting rights, report back information from the LEP Board 
meetings.  It was agreed that Leaders can attend the LEP Board meetings however, 
there is no plan to increase the size of the board, as the balance of members is 
important.   
 
Action:  Officers please note that 2.6 of the report should be amended to read 
‘This will still leave the issue of not all Districts/Boroughs being directly represented 
on the CWLEP Board ….’. 
 
Cllr Mobbs suggested a one page update to the EPB following the CWLEP Board 
meetings and a Communication Strategy to be put in place.  He would like the 
CWLEP to make a presentation to all councillors. 
 
With regard to the Chair, Senior Vice Chair and Junior Vice Chair positions, 
Councillor Harvey has been appointed as the representative of the 
Districts/Boroughs.  As Cllr Lucas was not in attendance at this meeting, it was 
agreed to defer the decision until the EPB meeting in November. 
 
It was moved that the Shadow EPB agree the recommendations in this paper, 
amended as follows: 
 
1.1a That the representation is as detailed in the report, or as varied by Members;  
1.1b That the EPB agree that all Councils are able to attend the LEP Board 

meetings without a change to the current voting structure; and 
1.1c That discussions continue regarding better direct representation for all 

Councils on the CWLEP Board. 
 
Cllr Mobbs proposed the motion and all were in favour. 
 
19. ANY OTHER MATTERS OF PUBLIC BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIR 

DECIDES TO TAKE AS A MATTER OF URGENCY   
 
There were no other matters of public business.   

 
20. MOTION TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC UNDER SECTION 100(A)(4) OF THE 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972  

 
Agreed that under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 the public be 
excluded from the meeting for the following items on the grounds that they involved 
the likely disclosure of information as defined in paragraphs 1 and 3 of Schedule 12a 
to the Act.  
 
The remainder of the public/press left the meeting. 
 
21. CWLEP BOARD MEETING ON 5 OCTOBER 2015 

 
The agenda and papers had been circulated prior to the meeting and Martin Yardley 
gave a brief synopsis. 
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22. ANY OTHER MATTERS OF PRIVATE BUSINESS WHICH THE CHAIR 
DECIDES TO TAKE AS A MATTER OF URGENCY 

 
There were no other matters. 
 
DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday 17 November 2015 at Rugby Borough 
Council’s offices.  Further details will be advised.   
 
CHAIR 
 
Date 


