
Note on latest migration data. 
Yesterday  (24th August 2017) the ONS released long-term migration estimates for the 12 months to 
the 2nd of March 2017.  The headline figure is net migration has dropped 81,000 (~25%) since the 12 
months ending March 2016.  The drop compared to June 2016 is a more stark  90,000 (~27%) 
reduction. 

For Nuneaton and Bedworth net international migration is already negative, ie more people are 
migrating out of the UK from the borough than are migrating from outside the UK to live here. The 
borough population is rising due to natural changes (more births than deaths) and sometimes by 
internal migration. 

The drop in net international migration from its peak in June 2016 would directly reduce population 
growth in Coventry by around 1690 a year.   This would reduce the annual housing requirement by 
around 735 a year.  For the HMA the reduced migration would be around 1880 reducing housing 
requirement by around 815. 

By June 2016 net international migration into Warwickshire had already slowed to just 186 per year 
as the outflow increased to almost match the inflow.  A considerable increase in student housing 
within Coventry may be directing more incoming students to live within the city boundary. 

Also released Yesterday is an ONS report “International student migration research update: August 
2017”. The population of Coventry has been significantly over estimated for years, in part due to the 
inability of the ONS to promptly detect overseas students and migrants’ living in  Coventry who 
return to their home county. This gets corrected once every decade with the census and an 
adjustment for overestimate called “Unattributable Population Change”.  For Coventry this 
correction was to remove 15,000 people  between 2001 and 2011 census.  The report shows that 
most non-UK students go home as expected.  The student population in Coventry has grown 
considerably and this report makes it clear that almost all students do go home as required. Only 4% 
of students expected to leave in 2016/7 were not detected by new exit checks. . It is expected to be 
reduced overestimation of ex-students  staying on in Coventry when ONS produce better estimates 
in 2018.  

Given the two releases from the ONS it is highly likely that from the mid-year 2017 population 
estimate onwards (which will be published mid 2018) there will be a considerable reduction in 
population growth in Coventry and possibly a revision down for estimates of earlier years.  

The housing targets for the Housing Market area need revising to take account of reduced net 
migration and better modelling of non-UK students.   

Keith Kondakor 25th August 2017  
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Long-Term International Migration 
Rolling annual data for the United Kingdom, year ending March 
2017 
   
Citizenship   

Year All citizenships 

2011 Census Revisions1 

Estimate +/-CI 

YE Dec 12 +  177 34 

YE Mar 13 +  175 34 

YE Jun 13 +  182 34 

YE Sep 13 +  210 36 

YE Dec 13 +  209 35 

YE Mar 14 +  236 37 

YE Jun 14 +  254 38 

YE Sep 14 +  292 42 

YE Dec 14 +  313 43 

YE Mar 15 +  336 41 

YE Jun 15 +  336 39 

YE Sep 15 +  322 37 

YE Dec 15 +  332 38 

YE Mar 16p +  327 39 

YE Jun 16p +  336 40 

YE Sep 16p +  274 41 

YE Dec 16p +  249 41 

YE Mar 17p +  246 42 

  

Source ONS 24th August 2017 


