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1.0 Matter 3 Housing Land Supply (Strategic Overview) 

 

Q.10  What specific changes, if any, are needed to ensure that the plan will be 

effective in meeting housing requirements by identifying an adequate supply of 

“deliverable” and “developable” sites and containing sound policies to ensure that 

sufficient dwellings will be delivered in a timely manner over the plan period? 

1.1 The Local Plan has a legal requirement to fulfil the ‘duty to cooperate’ and should seek to 

provide the homes identified in the C&W MoU to meet the unmet housing needs of 

Coventry.  At present, the conclusions from the evidence base for the Draft Plan do not 

take account of all suitable sites which could be allocated to help meet that unmet need. 

These are concerns have also been raised by the other C&W Authorities who, it is 

understood, are proposing to object again to the Borough Plan.  The Draft Plan is therefore 

not legally compliant as required by The Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 (as 

amended).  

1.2 In keeping with the principles of sustainable development and reducing the need to travel 

the Local Plan should also seek to provide homes to address the unmet needs of Coventry 

close to where those needs arise, i.e., on the edge or in close proximity to the Coventry 

urban area.  In addition to complying with the principles of the NPPF this approach would 

also be logical and reasonable as a ‘common-sense’ approach to dealing with these 

issues.   

1.3 The Exhall House Farm site is a suitable location for development and should be allocated 

in the Local Plan. It would provide an opportunity to develop a high-quality extension to the 

Ash Green/Neal’s Green settlement in close proximity to Coventry, thereby directly helping 

to meet the unmet housing needs of the City. The site’s proximity to existing bus links and 

services and facilities in Coventry would help reduce the need to travel and promote 

sustainable patterns of development.  

1.4 Site assessment and masterplanning work demonstrates that there are no environmental 

constraints which would preclude development of the site. The evidence, particularly in 

relation to access, demonstrates that the site can be delivered within the Plan period and 

would therefore directly help to address the unmet housing needs of Coventry.  

1.5 The site has existing defensible boundaries and these would be strengthened through 

significant strategic landscaping to help prevent coalescence between Ash Green/Neal’s 

Green to the east and Prologis Park/Keresley End to the west. A landscape corridor along 

the west boundary would also serve to protect the Prologis Country Park LWS.  

1.6 The site is highly accessible, with existing regular public transport services within walking 

distances providing links into Coventry and the wider area. The site provides the 

opportunity for integration with the existing surrounding development in terms of 

opportunities for access to employment, retail, leisure, schools and other services and 

facilities in a sustainable way.  

1.7 The allocation of the Exhall House Farm site would therefore accord with the principles of 

sustainable development providing the opportunity to deliver a high quality sustainable 

extension to the Ash Green/Neal’s Green settlement.  The allocation of the site would also 

accord with emerging national policy outlined in the Housing White Paper which requires 

Local Planning Authorities to use suitable land to help meet the housing needs of their 

area.  
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1.8 These are significant additional benefits which would be delivered as part of the scheme 

and which therefore help to support the allocation of the site. These would include:  

 Homes to help meet the unmet housing needs arising from Coventry;  

 Significant green infrastructure and open space;  

 Improved cycling and pedestrian access through the site.  

 
1.9 In direct response to Question 10, the Plan should be amended so that it allocates 

additional housing sites to help meet the unmet needs of Coventry as detailed in the C&W 

MoU.  This should include the allocation of land at Exhall Hosue Farm for 250 homes as 

part of a sustainable extension to the Ash Green/Neal’s Green settlement.  

1.10 Policies DS2, DS4, DS5 and DS7 of the Publication Draft should be amended in respect of 

their housing provisions and allocations as follows:  

1. Policy DS2 should recognise in the settlement hierarchy the need to provide homes 

adjacent to, or in close proximity to Coventry, to help meet the unmet needs arising 

from the City.  

2. Policy DS4 should increase the number of homes planned for by at least an 

additional 1,690, in order to meet the 4,020 homes required in the C&W MoU.  

3. Policy DS5 should make reference to the allocation of the Exhall House Farm site 

for 250 dwellings.  

4. Policy DS7 should make reference to the allocation of the Exhall House Farm as 

land proposed to be removed from the Green Belt.  

1.11 The above alterations would enable the Local Plan to be legally compliant and respond 

positively to the need to deliver 4,020 homes for Coventry’s housing shortfall in a manner 

which accords with the NPPF. 

 


