
Inspector’s response to query regarding Question 5 of the Inspector’s Matters, Issues and 

Questions from the Office of Craig Tracey MP - 7 August 2017 (OTH/12) 

Point A: The Inspector will be primarily testing whether the Council consulted on 

the Plan in accordance with (a) the Regulations and (b) the way the Council said 

it would consult as set out in the Council’s ‘Statement of Community 

Involvement’.  The assertion from some representors is that this was not 

sufficient and as such those affected by the Plan’s proposals may not be aware 

and consequently may not have objected.  The Inspector will come to a view on 

the adequacy of the Council’s consultation approach/efforts but he is also keen 

to explore whether other community-led or grass roots consultation has been 

effective in enabling local people to understand the Plan’s proposals and to make 

comment.  Clearly there are an appreciable number of local representations 

before the Inspector.  How have these come about?  What extra/additional (i.e. 

supplementary) local meetings were there in addition to the Council’s 

consultation?  For the avoidance of doubt, the Inspector does not wish to infer 

that these were part and parcel of the Council’s consultation efforts. 

 

B: The Plan’s soundness is being tested in this examination on the basis that 

when the Council submitted its Plan to the Secretary of State all legal and 

procedural requirements had been fulfilled.  As such it is not anticipated that 

further extensive changes are necessary.  However, some initial, fundamental 

issues with the Plan have been raised which need to be explored up-front in the 

Stage 1 hearings starting on 30 August.  It would be premature at this stage to 

comment on whether as a result of these issues further changes to the Plan 

would be necessary which would trigger the need for further consultation.  If, 

after the hearings, changes are needed to the Plan in order to make it sound, 

the Inspector will advise the Council on the form of consultation (which is 

ordinarily to invite written comment on the proposed changes during a 

prescribed 6 week period).  The Inspector will take into account the additional 

written comments received.  

 

 


