
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Sir 
 
RE: Subject Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Local Plan examination  
     
I refer to your letter dated 4th July 2017 and detail below answers to the questions and 
relevant documentation. For ease of reference I have used the numbering in your letter. 
 
Duty to Cooperate 
 
1a 
 
 i) Both members and officers of Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Council attend the 
meetings of the Coventry and Warwickshire and South East Leicestershire Joint Committee. 
I have attached Agendas, Minutes and where relevant related reports. These are found 
within the folder Joint Committee Minutes, Agendas and Reports. 
 
For information the following officers and members from Nuneaton and Bedworth have 
attended. 
 
Alan Franks (Managing Director) 
Ian Powell (Director for Regeneration and Public Protection) 
Councillor Dennis Harvey (Leader of the Council)  
Councillor Julie Jackson (Deputy Leader of the Council)  
 
As can be seen from the minutes, attendees at the Joint Committee include representatives 
from the Coventry and Warwickshire LEP. The joint Committee is the decision making body. 
Other groups such as the CSWAPO(Coventry, Solihull and Warwickshire Association of 
Planning Officers) sub group of Policy officers – also referred to as the Duty to Cooperate 
Group are officer groups for discussions and whilst minutes are taken these are only as an 
aide memoir for officers. I have attached the relevant agendas for these meetings in the 
folder CSWAPO agendas  
 
ii) As part of the work and evidence base for the Local Plan, the Council set up an 
Infrastructure Planning and Delivery Group under the chair of the Managing Director. The 
following list is the bodies invited to these meetings 
 
 
 

Enquiries to: 

Katherine Moreton  
Direct Dial: 02476 130  

 
Email 

katherine.moreton@nuneatonandbedworth.gov.uk  
 

Date: 24th July 2017  
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Infrastructure sub-category Infrastructure Providers 

Transport Local Authority 
 
Warwickshire County Council 
Transport services 
 
Infrastructure Providers 
 
Highways Agency 
Network Rail 
Sustrans 
Canal and River Trust 
Stagecoach 

Utilities Infrastructure Providers 
Severn Trent Water 
Western Power Distribution 
National Grid 
Virgin Media 
BT 

Waste Management Local Authority 
 
Warwickshire County Environmental 
Services 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Council 
Environmental services 

Flood defence Infrastructure Providers 
 
Environment Agency 
Severn Trent Water  
Warwickshire County Council 
(Strategic Flood Authority) 

Education Local Authority 
 
Warwickshire County Council 
Education services 
 
Infrastructure Providers 
 
Local Academies  
Kind Edward VI Form College 
North Warwickshire and Hinckley 
College 

Health Infrastructure Providers 
 
Coventry and Warwickshire Primary 
Care Trust 



 

 

Infrastructure sub-category Infrastructure Providers 

Coventry and Warwickshire National 
Health Service 
Warwickshire Ambulance Service 
Mental Health Trust 
Warwickshire North Clinical 
Commissioning Group 
Warwickshire Public Health 

Community and Culture Local Authority 
 
Warwickshire County Council Adult 
services 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough 
Council Museum service 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough 
Council Community Services 
Warwickshire County Council 
Heritage and Culture Services:  

• Archaeological Services 

• Archives 

• Arts 

• Ecological Services 

• Learning and Museums 

Emergency Services Infrastructure providers 
 
Warwickshire Fire and Rescue 
service 
Warwickshire Ambulance Service 
Warwickshire Police service 

Open Space and Green Infrastructure 
Networks 

Local Authority 
 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough 
Council Leisure services 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough 
Council Parks and Countryside 
Warwickshire County Council 
Transport services 
Infrastructure providers 
 
Natural England 
Canal and River Trust 
Sustrans 



 

 

Infrastructure sub-category Infrastructure Providers 

Habitat Biodiversity Audit Partnership 

Sport, Leisure and Recreation Local Authority 
 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Council 
Sports Services 
Nuneaton and Bedworth Council 
Parks and Countryside 
 
Infrastructure providers 
 
Sport England 
Coventry and Warwickshire Sports 
Partnership 

 
The first of these meetings took place on December 2009 and the following were the dates 
where further meetings took place 
 
15.12.09 
05.02.10 
23.04.10 
07.06.10 
13.10.11 
12.03.12 
23.05.13 
07.03.14 
20.10.15 and 08.02.17 
 
All members of the group were invited to each meeting and sent agendas and information 
packs however, not each member was represented at each meeting. As part of the group 
the Council also offered to meet each provider individually if required to have more detailed 
discussions around likely allocations and policies. The Council met with the key providers. I 
have attached a correspondence log with infrastructure providers. This is in the folder 
Infrastructure Log 
 
Prior to this when preparing for the Submission Plan in 2014 a series of separate meetings 
were also held with the following bodies .NHS, Police, Severn Trent Water and the 
Environment Agency, Stagecoach, Warwickshire County Council – Education, Western 
Power ,George Eliot Hospital, Nuneaton Town Football Club, Warwickshire County Council 
North Warwickshire Clinical Commissioning Group. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
In addition to this Key bodies were involved in the evidence base such as Sport England 
with the Playing pitch strategy, the Environment Agency and Warwickshire County Council 
flood Risk team on the Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, Sport England on the Sport 
Recreation and Community facilities Strategy, Severn Trent Water and the Environment 
Agency on the Water Cycle Study, Historic England on the Heritage Assessment and   
Highways England within the Strategic Transport Assessment. In relation to neighbouring 
Local Authorities the only one which is not within the HMA is Hinckley and Bosworth 
Borough Council which as can be seen from the minutes attached as part of the answer to 
1a above is now part of the Joint Committee and the Duty to Cooperate group. 
 
iii) There are 2 ongoing Local Plan examinations within the Housing Market Area at 
Warwick District Council and Coventry City Council. Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough 
Council has agreed Statements of Common Ground with both authorities and I have 
attached these. These are within the folder Statements of Common Ground for other 
examinations. 
 
iv) The joint committee has been in operation since December 2013 and was set up firstly 
as a Shadow Economic Prosperity Board before becoming an Economic Prosperity Board 
and now a Joint Committee. There was a commitment within the City Deal put forward by 
the Coventry LEP to set up such a board.  
 
The original terms of reference are as set out in the 2013 minutes for the committee and the 
ones in operation now are within the January and March 2016 documentation. 

 
The following meetings of the Joint Committee discussed Housing and Employment land 
requirements. 

 
March 2014 – Report on Duty to Cooperate sub- regional approach to delivering the 
Housing Requirements, following the Joint SHMA by GL Hearn. Agreed to prepare a joint 
evidence base including a joint Green Belt Study. Agreed to compare methodologies for 
undertaking SHLAA’s to review the housing requirements and the spatial strategy. Agreed 
to review the housing implications of the emerging shortfall in Birmingham’s housing 
provision. Agreement that a sub-regional housing spatial strategy based on current and 
proposed Local Plan and Core Strategies of the constituent authorities ensures that the 
HMA Objectively Assessed Need is met in full. Agreed to align the location of housing 
delivery with the sub-regional growth agenda as set out in the Strategic Economic Plan, 
which identifies broad locations for any additional development based on the evidence. 
Agreed that the HMA authorities undertake a review of plans if needed according to a 
shared timetable and a Governance and Delivery Structure for the work was agreed. 

 
July 2014 – Proposals for the work on reviewing the Green Belt were agreed and agreed 
that the Joint Committee received reports on the outcomes of the review at appropriate 
future meetings. 

 
October 2014 – A further report on developing sub-regional Planning Policy to address 
housing needs  

 



 

 

 
November 2014 – Discussed and agreed the OAN for the Coventry and Warwickshire HMA 
and recognised that Coventry City Council would not be able to accommodate the housing 
levels indicated in the joint SHMAA. Therefore the Committee agreed a distribution method 
to accommodate this shortfall, subject to a robust capacity study and that if via such a study 
any of the Warwickshire Districts can demonstrate its capacity cannot meet the figure the 
further shortfall will be added to the sub-regional additional housing need element. Agreed a 
process and timeline and that the report be formally signed off by the other authorities. 

 
July 2015 – this included the Inspector’s letter relating to the Warwick Local Plan where 
concern was raised about the unmet housing need in Coventry and Warwickshire and 
therefore as the Local Plan did not meet Warwick District nor the wider HMA needs 
suggested that the Plan was withdrawn. This meeting agreed a way forward to include a 
review of the process and timetable for further joint working and working towards a 
Memorandum of Understanding. Agreed to commit to support the CSWAPO Policy Officers 
(Duty to Cooperate) group through the establishment of a political working group attended 
by all authorities, and to discuss a proposed Memorandum of Understanding at the 
September 2015 meeting. 

   
September 2015 – Considered a draft Memorandum of Understanding of the planned 
distribution of housing within the Coventry and Warwickshire Housing Market Area. This 
included a paragraph to explain that there was still uncertainty on NBBC’s ability to meet the 
whole of the additional requirement, as it was still updating the SHLAA. The Memorandum 
of Understanding recognises this in a suggested clause by providing an early review in the 
event that updated SHLAA work indicated that the redistributed housing requirement cannot 
be met in full. Agreed to the principle of a redistribution as set out in the report, agreed to 
the draft Memorandum of Understanding and noted NBBC position and agreed that the 6 
authorities seek to formally endorse the Memorandum of Understanding by the end of 
November 2015. 

  
November 2015 – Update on the Housing Land Requirement and supply and the 
Memorandum of Understanding. Update given on NBBC position that SHLAA was 
underway within the agreed sub-regional methodology and until that time the Council could 
not commit to signing the Memorandum of Understanding. This position was noted. 

 
January 2016 – included a change in the terms of reference of the Joint Committee 

 
March 2016 – Further update on Housing and a timetable for the Memorandum of 
Understanding for the employment Memorandum of Understanding and a draft employment 
memorandum considered. 

 
July 2016 Update on the employment Memorandum of Understanding and agreed to be 
formally endorsed by member authorities by the end of October 2016 with a caveat that 
NBBC were still undertaking their assessment on employment land allocations. 

 
November 2016. Employment Memorandum of Understanding signed by NBBC  
 

 
 



 

 

 
January 2017 – Report considered on implications based on the release of the Publication 
version of the Nuneaton and Bedworth Borough Local Plan. Agreed work and a way forward 
before the March Joint Committee meeting. 

  
March 2017 – Report updated the Joint Committee on what had happened since January 
2017 and agreed that dialogue should continue but that objections would be made to the 
plan. It had been unfortunate that at one of the Members reference group (this is the group 
mentioned above in section on July 2015) called to discuss the position with Nuneaton and 
Bedworth’s Local Plan that no members from Nuneaton and Bedworth were present. 

 
The relevant agendas, minutes and reports of these committees have been attached – see 
1a i above. 
 
During the latter half of 2016 several pieces of work were ongoing at the same time. As part 
of the updated work on the SHLAA a further call for sites was made and sites put forward at 
this time and previously were then considered afresh. This included a further ecological 
assessment and other evidence reports and a viability assessment. Further master planning 
of sites in relation to the evidence and infrastructure requirements were carried out. 
Numbers for the suggested allocations were only reached at this end point when the 
detailed site specific constraints and actual infrastructure requirements and viability was 
known. The SHLAA is dated December 2016 and the viability report January 2017 so this 
information was not finalised until just before the Cabinet Report was finalised this was 
during the first half of January 2017. Further work was also undertaken during this period on 
availability and deliverability of the non-strategic sites to ensure all sites could be delivered 
during the plan period. Other work at this time needed to be completed before being 
released was an update of the Sustainability Appraisal and Habitat Regulations 
Assessment.  

   
1b  
 
I have attached a position statement on the ongoing dialogue with the other authorities 
which includes notes of meetings, agendas of meetings, and letters. This is in the folder - 
Meetings with other authorities in the HMA  
 
Overall Development Needs    
 
2a  
 
I can confirm that the documents requested have been added to the examination library. 
 
2b  
 
I have compiled a background paper on Housing and Employment allocations entitled 
Background Paper on Housing and Employment Needs (July 2017) this has been sent to 
the Programme Officer in a separate email. 
 
 
 



 

 

 
2c  
 
The Barton Willmore’s update has been added to the Examination Library at the attached 
link please let us know if you require a hard copy. 
 
https://www.nuneatonandbedworth.gov.uk/downloads/file/1858/oth05_-
_barton_willmore_coventry_and_warwickshire_housing_market_area_objectively_assessed
_housing_needs_%E2%80%93_evidence_review_dec_2015_-_barton_willmore 
 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
Katherine Moreton 
Head of Development Control and  
Acting Head of Planning Policy and Economic Development  
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


