
Properties which are exempt from Empty Property Rates: 

* The initial 3 month period 

  There is no liability where the whole of the property has been unoccupied for a continuous period 
  of  three  months. 
 
* Qualifying industrial premises 

  A qualifying industrial property has a six month free period. 

* Occupation prohibited by Law 

  An unoccupied property is exempt where its owner is prohibited by law from occupying it or        
allowing it to be occupied. 
 
* Action to prohibit occupation or acquire 

  Exemption is provided for where a property is kept vacant by reason of action taken by or 
  on behalf of the Crown or any local or public authority with a view to prohibiting the occupation of the           

property or to acquiring it. 

* Listed Buildings 

  A property which is the subject of a building preservation notice, or which is included in a list of   

buildings of special architectural or historic interest, is exempt. 

* Ancient Monuments 

  Exemption extends to properties which are included in the schedule of monuments compiled under  

s.1 to the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Areas Act 1979. 

* Minimum Rateable Value 

  Properties with a rateable value of less than £2600 are exempt 

* Personal Representatives of deceased persons 

  A property is exempt where the owner is entitled to possession only in his capacity as  the personal 

representative of a deceased person. 

* Insolvency and Debt Administration 

  Exemption from liability on unoccupied property also applies in the following situations: 

  - where there subsists in respect of the owner's estate a bankruptcy order; 

  - where the owner is entitled to possession of the property in his capacity as trustee 

    under a deed of arrangement; 

  - where the owner is a company which is subject to a winding-up order made under the  

    Insolvency Act 1986 or which is being wound up voluntary under that Act;  

  - where the owner is entitled to possession of the property in his capacity as liquidator; 

  - where the owner is a company in administration or is subject to an administration order. 



 

In addition, unoccupied properties are 'zero rated' where they belong to charities or  

CASCs (Community Amateur Sports Clubs) and, when next in use, they will be wholly or mainly 

used for charitable purposes by that charity or that charity and other charities or CASC 

purposes by that club or two or more clubs including that club.  

 

A temporary exemption from empty rates has been introduced by the Government for new builds from 

October 2013. Unoccupied new builds will be exempt from unoccupied property rates for up to 18 

months (up to state aid limits) where the property comes on to the rating list between 1st October 

2013 and 30th September 2016. The 18 month period includes the initial 3 or 6 month exemption 

period and so properties may, if unoccupied, be exempt from non-domestic rates for up to an extra 15 

or 12 months. 


